
 
 

ATTACHMENT 4 
Applicant’s Evidence in Support of the Required Findings 

 
Attachment 4 includes a listing of all written evidence which has been submitted by the 
applicant in support of making the required findings. The following materials are on file with 
the Planning Division: 
 

1. The name, contact address, and phone number(s) of the applicant. (Application form on 
file) 
 

2. If the applicant is not the record title owner of parcel, written consent of the owner for the 
application with original signature and notary acknowledgement. (On file) 
 

3. Site plan showing the entire parcel, including easements, streams, springs, ponds and other 
surface water features, and the location and area for cultivation on the parcel with 
dimensions of the area for cultivation and setbacks from property lines. The site plan shall 
also include all areas of ground disturbance or surface water disturbance associated with 
cultivation activities, including access roads, water diversions, culverts, ponds, dams, 
graded flats, and other related features. If the area for cultivation is within one-quarter mile 
(1,320 feet) of a school, school bus stop, church or other place of religious worship, public 
park, or tribal cultural resource, the site plan shall include dimensions showing that the 
distance from the location of such features to the nearest point of the cultivation area is at 
least 600 feet. (Attached) 
 

4. A cultivation and operations plan that meets or exceeds minimum legal standards for water 
storage, conservation and use; drainage, runoff and erosion control; watershed and habitat 
protection; proper storage of fertilizers, pesticides, and other regulated products to be used 
on the parcel; and a description of cultivation activities (outdoor, indoor, mixed light), the 
approximate date(s) cannabis cultivation activities have been conducted on the parcel prior 
to the effective date of this ordinance, if applicable, and schedule of activities during each 
month of the growing and harvesting season. (Attached) 

 
5. Description of water source, storage, irrigation plan, and projected water usage. (Included 

in Cultivation Operations Plan (item 4. above) and Water Resources Protection Plan 
prepared for State Water Board Cannabis General Order.  (Attached) 
 

6. Copy of Notice of Intent and Monitoring Self-Certification and other documents filed with 
the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board demonstrating enrollment in Tier 
1, 2 or 3, North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board Order No. 2015-0023, or 
any substantially equivalent rule that may be subsequently adopted by the County of 
Humboldt or other responsible agency. (Attached) 
 

7. If any on-site or off-site component of the cultivation facility, including access roads, 
water supply, grading or terracing, impacts the bed or bank of any stream or other 
watercourse, a copy of the Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA) obtained 



 
 

from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Additional documentation - Notice 
of Violation (NOV) from CDFW, Work Plan from Mother Earth Engineering in response 
to CDFW NOV, Revised Work Plan from Mother Earth Engineering. (Attached) 

 
8. Onsite Relocation Plan from Mother Earth Engineering outlining consolidation of guerilla 

grows and relocation to environmentally superior and centralized location. (Attached) 
 

9. If the source of water is a well, a copy of the County well permit, if available. (Attached) 
 

10. Consent for on-site inspection of the parcel by County officials at prearranged date and 
time in consultation with the applicant prior to issuance of any clearance or permit, and 
once annually thereafter. (On file) 

 
11. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right to reduce the size of the area allowed for 

cultivation under any clearance or permit issued in accordance with this Section in the 
event that environmental conditions, such as a sustained drought or low flows in the 
watershed, will not support diversions for irrigation. (On file) 
 

12. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right to engage with local tribes before 
consenting to the issuance of any clearance or permit, if cultivation operations occur 
within an Area of Traditional Tribal Cultural Affiliation, as defined herein. This process 
will follow current departmental referral protocol, including engagement with the tribe(s) 
through coordination with their Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) or other tribal 
representatives. This procedure shall be conducted similar to the protocols outlined under 
SB 18 (Burton) and AB 52 (Gatto), which describe “government to government” 
consultation, through tribal and local government officials and their designees. During this 
process, the tribe may request that operations associated with the clearance or permit be 
designed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts to tribal cultural resources, as defined 
herein. Examples include, but are not limited to, conducting a site visit with the THPO or 
their designee to the existing or proposed cultivation site, requiring that a professional 
cultural resources survey be performed, or requiring that a tribal cultural monitor be 
retained during project-related ground disturbance within areas of sensitivity or concern. 
The County shall request that a records search be performed through the California 
Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS). (On file) 
 

13. Road Evaluation Report for private access driveway prepared by David Nicoletti 
Engineering dated 1/3/2020 (Attached) 
 

14. Division of Environmental Health Attachment for Commercial Medical Marijuana 
(CMM) Clearances/ Permits (DEH Form). (On-file) 
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1. Project Location 
This project is located at 1700 Larabee Road, Bridgeville, CA 96626. 
Humboldt County APN: 210-051-064 & 210-051-081 

Cannabis Apps#:  12170 & 12166 

 

2. Project Description 
This project is to remediate previously cultivated areas pursuant to special permit for 16,900 square feet 

of existing cannabis cultivation.   

3. Methods 
Field visits were conducted by Mother Earth Engineering staff from August to September of 2018 to 
inspect the remediated areas, relocation sites, and assess the parcel for overall compliance with Water 
Board, County and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) regulations.  

4. Environmental Superiority of Relocation Sites 
Based on the site investigation, the relocation sites 2, 5, & 6 were found to be environmentally superior 
to the former guerilla grow sites (Attachment A). This is primarily due to reduced slopes, a consolidation 
of grow sites, and additional distance to riparian areas which reduce overall impacts to water quality. 
The sections below summarize the key areas of environmental superiority with respect to the relocation 
sites. 

 

4.1 Superior Slopes 
Former grow sites A, B, & D were located on graded flats on the northern border of the parcel with 
slopes larger than 15% at 3,000 feet in elevation (Attachments B & C). The three relocation sites located 
at Cultivation Areas 2, 5, and 6, reside in flat, open grasslands with slopes of less than 15%. The reduced 
slopes of the relocation sites allow for stormwater runoff to attenuate and dissapate much more quickly 
and completely than areas with steeper slopes. 

 

4.2 Superior Vegetation Buffers 
Former grow sites A, B & D were located in close proximity to oak woodland canopies, and were 
relocated to open grassland areas that are surrounded by natural, grassy vegetated buffers of 
approximately 200 feet or more in width in the downslope areas. In contrast, the former grow sites 
contain a mixture of grassy areas as well as partially oak woodland canopied areas. In the partially 
canopied areas, the ground cover is a combination of forest duff and woody debris with limited 
vegetative ground cover or shrubs. This type of ground cover is more erosive than fully grassed areas. 
Also, this type of ground cover in combination with steeper slopes increases the likelihood of erosion 
and sediment transport. Therefore the open grassland area of the relocation sites present a superior 
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configuration of naturally vegetated buffers to minimize erosion and attenuate runoff and sediment 
transport.  

 

4.3 Superior Riparian Buffers 
Former grow site C was located roughly within 50 feet of riparian habitat. The relocation sites provide 
enhanced riparian buffers over their former grow sites. These enhanced riparian buffers, while not 
required, are very beneficial for environmental protection when considering the specific site location. 
The relocation sites increase the distance to riparian zones by 300 feet or more. The increased distances 
of the relocation sites from the nearest watercourse, coupled with their more gently sloping 
characteristics provides superior conditions (greater ability to dissapate flow and attenuate sediment 
and consitutents) in order to enhance protection of riparian areas.  

 

4.4 Improved Solar Access 
The relocation sites are located in open grassland areas. The former grow sites are located in existing 
clearings that are generally surrounded by tree canopies along the perimeter due to the past guerilla 
grow methods. The perimeter canopy creates partial shading of the former grow sites during certain 
times of year, and thus sub-optimal growing conditions. The relocation sites do not have any shading 
issues. The improved solar aspect of the relocation sites will allow for more efficient cultivation thus 
reducing energy impacts. Without any increase to the amount of fertilizers/amendments, there will be 
an increased yield (pounds) of cannabis per square foot, simply due to the relocation site’s increased 
access to solar radiation. 

 

4.5 Reduced Impacts to Water Quality 
The relocation sites provide reduced impacts to water quality over the former grow sites. Sediment 
deposition impairs waterways and increases water temperatures affecting the health of riparian species. 
The relocation sites and their surrounding buffers as well as the consolidation of the grow sites provide 
superior dissipation and attenuation of storm water and sediment flows. This significantly reduces the 
potential for sediment transport and delivery to nearby watercourses. 

5. Remediation and Monitoring Protocol 
5.1 Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
Best Management Practices for operations, work, construction, erosion control and other elements will 
be followed at all times as stipulated by: 

1. Regional Water Board – Order R1-2015-0023, Appendix B 
2. California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
3. State Water Board Cannabis General Order 
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5.2 Remediation of Former Grow Sites  
During the site visit, the former grow sites A, B, & D were observed to have been decommissioned with 
all debris removed. Additionally, former grow site C had been fully remediated under CDFW BMPs and 
protocols. Ongoing remediation requires monitoring of erosion control and revegetation measures, with 
additional installation of erosion control and seeding/plantings on an as-needed basis per regular self-
inspections. Applicant shall refer to their WRPP and 1) assure that the WRPP is fully implemented 2) 
follow BMP installation and monitoring protocols as prescribed in WRPP. Applicants shall remove any 
remaining debris from all areas and have a qualified professional verify completion of debris removal 
and submit evidence to the county. 

5.3 Revegetation of Relocation Site 
During the site visit, the relocation sites were observed to be naturally greater than 70% revegetated. 
The relocation sites were surrounded by grassland area buffers greater than 200ft in width. There was 
no evidence of sediment transport, and the cultivation areas appeared to be well attenuated by natural 
buffers. For the relocation sites, ongoing revegetation and erosion control protocols should be followed, 
and the area should be monitored per the protocol outlined in the section below. 

 

5.4 Monitoring and Criteria for Success 
Additional to routine monitoring required by the Water Board, the following ongoing monitoring 
protocol shall continue for a minimum of three years. Both the relocation sites and remediated former 
grow sites shall be monitored. The following monitoring and implementation schedule shall be followed 
annually: 

1. One month prior to commencing season’s cultivation activities  
a. Self-Inspection with Documentation 

2. After self-inspection and before commencing season’s cultivation activities 
a.  Implementation of additional corrective as needed per self-inspection 
b. Document all measures installed per item 2.a above. 

3. Mid-season 
a. Self-Inspection with Documentation 

4. October 1st 
a. Self-Inspection with Documentation 

5. October 1st- 15th 
a. Implementation of additional corrective as needed per self-inspection. 
b. Document all measures installed per item 2.a above. 

6. By December 15th 
a. Self-Inspection with Documentation 

7. Winter wet weather monitoring 
a. Self-Inspection with Documentation following any rainfall event with an intensity of 3 

inches of precipitation or greater in 24hours.  

 

The following success criteria shall be utilized: 
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• Revegetation at 70% coverage or better. 
• No evidence of significant sediment transport during post wet-weather event monitoring. 
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6. Attachments 
A. Parcel Map 
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B. Cultivation Area Status 
 

AREA NAME APN Current Status 
 

Cultivation Area 1 
 

210-051-064 
excess greenhouses to be removed. 2600 sq ft of cultivation 
under interim 

 
Cultivation Area 2 

 
210-051-081 

excess greenhouses to be removed. 4000 sq ft of cultivation 
under interim 

Cultivation Area 3 210-051-081 remediated per CDFW , no growing 
Cultivation Area 4 210-051-081 remediated per CDFW , no growing 

Cultivation Area 5 210-051-081 cultivation greenhouses to be removed. Immature plant area 
1800 sq ft under interim permit 

 
Cultivation Area 6 

 
210-051-081 

excess greenhouses to be removed. 8500 sq ft of cultivation 
under interim 

 
 

 
C. Pre-Existing Sites 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

APN PREEXSTING AND GUERILLA AREA NAMES 
210-051-064 A 
210-051-081 B, C, D 
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920 Samoa Boulevard Suite 210, Arcata, CA 95521 | tel: 707.633.8321 | web: www.motherearthengineering.com 

Page 1 of 6 
 

 

ORIGINAL SUBMISSION (ELECTRONIC) 12/11/18 

REVISED 12/21/18 

 
APN 210-051-064 APPLICATION 12170 
 
APN 210-051-081 APPLICATION 12166, 12167, 12168 -> consolidated to APPS#12166 
 
HAPPY VALLEY FARMS 
BRIAN MITCHELL 

 

RESTORATION PLAN UPDATE (per meeting outcomes 12/6/18) 

 

• Full greenhouse removal to be completed on or before February 15, 2019 
 

• Environmental Superiority Analysis to be completed and submitted to county on or before 
January 15, 2019 
 

• Complete and detailed Restoration Plan for all cultivation areas that have been relocated 
submitted to County on or before January 15, 2019. 
 
 

• Premises diagrams submitted to Calcannabis attached. These are the locations proposed to be 
kept in operation per the interim permit square footage allowance. 

 

• As three parcels have now been merged into a single parcel: APN 210-051-081, it is requested 
that the  APPS #s 12166, 12167, 12168 be combined into a single application. -> moving forward 
it shall be referred to APPS#12166 
 
 

• Moving forward the area names will be used following those used for the CDFW LSAA and 
associated work plans 

 

• With respect to the square footage analysis, we will refer to those preexisting and guerilla areas 
as A, B, C, D. see images and table that follow. 
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AREA NAME APN Current Status 

Cultivation Area 1 210-051-064  
excess greenhouses to be removed. 2600 sq ft of cultivation 
under interim 

Cultivation Area 2 210-051-081  
excess greenhouses to be removed. 4000 sq ft of cultivation 
under interim 

Cultivation Area 3 210-051-081  remediated per CDFW , no growing 
Cultivation Area 4 210-051-081  remediated per CDFW , no growing 

Cultivation Area 5 210-051-081 cultivation greenhouses to be removed. Immature plant area 
1800 sq ft under interim permit 

Cultivation Area 6 210-051-081  
excess greenhouses to be removed. 8500 sq ft of cultivation 
under interim 
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Overview of both parcels showing Areas 1-6 per LSAA 
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APN PREEXSTING AND GUERILLA AREA NAMES 
210-051-064  A 
210-051-081  B, C, D 
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State 
Premises 
Diagram for -
064 
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 State 
Premises 
Diagram 
for -081 

 

 

 

 

 



APN 210-051-064 APPLICATION 12170 

APN 210-051-081 APPLICATION 12166, 12167, 12168 

HAPPY VALLEY FARMS 

BRIAN MITCHELL 

12/04/2018 

 

DETAILED SCHEDULE 

• Current: Winterization measures already in place per Work Plan and CDFW guidance 

• Environmentally Superior: Project design includes improved stream crossings and the 

decommissioning of +/- 800 ft of problematic road segment. 

• Restoration Plan: 

o Winterization measures – already in place 

o Immediately - Remove ribs and skins of unused cultivation areas per the attached State 

Premises Diagram. 

o December 2018:  Get application assistance meeting for ordinance 2.0 

o Winter 2018 – Spring 2019:  

▪ Complete traffic and biological surveys as required by ordinance 2.0. Submit on 

or before February 1st 

▪ Complete Soils report for Rainwater Catchment Pond Grading Plan submitted 

April 2016. Receive approved design 

o Work Season 2019 

▪ Fulfill LSAA 

▪ Install pond 

o Sometime 2019 : Receive approval for activities under ordinance 2.0 

o Fall 2019: Erosion control and preparation for activity. 

o Season 2020: Full Project operation 

ATTACHMENTS 

- Winter erosion control work completion report submitted to CDFW and Regional Water Board 

10/18/18 

 

- LSAA # 1600-2017-0395-R1 

 

- Site Inspection Report August 2018 
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    920 Samoa Boulevard, Suite 210   
Arcata, CA 95521   

 707.633.8321     
www.motherearthengineering.com  

 

CDFW Region 1 Office 

Re: Winter erosion control work completion 

Brian Mitchell  | APNs: 210-051-062 + -064  | WDID 1B161480CHUM 

This document serves to provide an update on work completed according to the Erosion Control Plan 
that was prepared by Mother Earth Engineering on 09/27/2018 for Humboldt County APN: 210-051-062 
and -064.  The Erosion Control Plan was submitted to CDFW as a supplement to the LSA and associated 
Work Plan filed 07/09/2018.  The Erosion Control Plan defined the work that the owner would complete 
on site by October 15th, 2018 to winterize the roads.  The components of the Erosion Control Plan were 
the installation of water bars, the rocking of stream crossing sites, and instructions for winter 
monitoring.  The following photos were taken 10/15/2018 to document of the completion of the Erosion 
Control Plan components. 

 

 

Project Map. Onsite residence is to the west, not pictured. 

 

http://www.motherearthengineering.com/
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Figure 1:  Looking NE to  WB-1, the first waterbar east of the residence.   
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Figure 2:  Close up photo of the riprap armoring of WB-1 outlet. 
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Figure 3:  WB-2  
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Figure 4:  Close up of  WB-2, the second waterbar east of the residence. 
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Figure 5:  WB-3, the third waterbar east of the residence. 
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Figure 6:  Riprap armored outlet of WB-3, the third waterbar east of the residence. 
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Figure 7:  Installation of roadbase at the sites of stream crossings. RB-1 in foreground, RB-2 in background.   
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Figure 8: Facing west toward residence,  roadbase  RB-1 and waterbar WB-4 upslope.   
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Figure 9:  Installation of WB-5 in the foreground  and RB-2 in the midground looking west toward residence.   
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Figure 10:  Installation of WB-7 in the foreground showing the waterbar and the riprap armoring at the outlet. 
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Figure 11:  The foreground shows some of the roadbase installed at RB-4, WB-7 is visible in the midground. 
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Site visit notes 

• Soil piles from 8/14 tarped below and above and tarp secured with weights 
• Misc worker trash and debris removed. Workers instructed proper waste disposal practices. 

Trash cans with lids at every cultivation area 
• Cultivation Area 3 – debris and misc greenhouse materials removed. All non native soils 

removed from flat. Area seeded and strawed  
• Alternate road alignment identified 

Next steps 

• Biologist site visit confirmed for 9/17 
• 9/17 site will be flagged for winter erosion control measures 
• Winter Erosion control plan to be submitted to Water Board/ CDFW with documentation 

demonstrating implementation prior to 10/01 
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Standing approximately 30 ft upslope of existing road (to Cultivation area 6) looking north towards 
Cultivation Area 1 where the proposed road segment would tie in to the existing access road to CA-1  
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CA-5 Trash and debris had been picked up and trashcans with lids were available at each cultivation area 

 

 

CA-1 
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CA-1 

 

 

CA-1 
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CA-2 
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CA-2 
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CA-3 debris and soil removed. Strawed and seeded 

 

 

CA-3 
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CA-3 
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CA-3 
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Soils removed from CA-3 at staging area to the east of the solar shed 

 

 

CA-4 Decommissioned  
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CA-6 

 

 

CA-6 
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CA-6 
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