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1.0 TITLE PAGE
1.1 Type of Project: Regional Transportation Planning
1.2 Project Title
UPSTATE CALIFORNIA RAILCONNECT FEASIBILITY STUDY
1.3 TIGER Request
$345,000
1.4 Sponsoring Organization

Trinity County Department of Transportation
Trinity County Transportation Commission
(a Regional Transportation Planning Organization)

1.5 Contact Information

Richard Tippett

Director - Executive Secretary

Trinity County Transportation Commission
P.O. Box 2490

Weaverville, CA 96093

(530) 623-1365 / (530) 623-5312 FAX
rtippett@trinitycounty.org
http://www.trinitytransportation.org/

1.6 Location

The Project spans a three County area in northern California, namely Trinity

County, Tehama County and Humboldt County, California
This Grant application is for a Rural project

California 1% and 2™ Congressional District
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Attachment C: Letters of Support for funding a study to explore the feasibility of a new rail
line between Humboldt Bay’s deepwater harbor and a national rail system connection in the
Sacramento Valley.
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3.0 Project Description
3.1 Project Summary

A new rail line connecting the deepwater seaport at California’s Humboldt Bay with
the national rail system in the Sacramento Valley has the potential to not just simply
be a new and efficient transportation link, but to be a social and economic game-
changer for a vast portion of Northern (Upstate) California. However, the potential
benefits cannot be known until the feasibility of such a concept is researched.
Exploring the feasibility of such a new rail connection is what is proposed through
this grant application as the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study.

A 2012 letter of support for such a feasibility study from Dr. Rollin Richmond,
President of Humboldt State University, in part states:

...... Our region suffers from poor transportation and the consequences of this for

our economy are apparent”. ...."The California Center for Rural Policy recently

concluded that:

e Poverty rates are higher in the Redwood Coast Region than the U.S. and
California

« Compared to California and the U.S., our region has higher poverty rates for
every race.”

In late 2011, a group of citizens concerned about the depressed economic conditions
in this rural portion of Northern California approached the City of Eureka, CA with a
concept to look into the feasibility of a new rail connecting Humboldt Bay’s harbor
east to the rest of the nation. As a port city, the City of Eureka investigated the
concept and by late 2012, the City had spearheaded a multi-agency group called the
UpState RailConnect Committee (URCC). The URCC was formed through a
Memorandum of Agreement with the County of Humboldt, County of Trinity,
County of Tehama, City of Eureka, Upstate California Economic Development Council
and the Northern California Tribal Chairmen's Association. Together, this Committee
represents the likely new rail corridor through Humboldt, Trinity and Tehama
counties as well as a major portion of the approximately 40,000 square-mile area
known as Upstate California.

The URCC’s purpose is to develop a public process and oversee the
development of a study to look at rail route travelling east-west and connecting
Humboldt Bay's harbor to the national rail system in the Sacramento Valley. To
date, the URCC has made over 30 public presentations; garnered support from more
than 50 other government agencies, law enforcement, education, business, labor
and citizen groups; and has adopted a robust scope of work for the feasibility study
and adopted a draft Request for Proposals.
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A major driver of the need to explore a new rail connection is the fact that all of
California's public seaports are presently serviced by active rail connections to the
national rail system except one, Humboldt Bay. Although a fluke of history dictated
the creation of a north-south rail line in the early 1900s connecting to Humboldt
Bay, this rail line has been inactive since 1999 with no plans to restore this critical
transportation link. The lack of rail connecting Humboldt Bay’s deepwater harbor
to the rest of the United States has resulted in millions of dollars of missed
economic, social and environmental opportunities.

Due to these lost opportunities and the facts that there have been no active rail
since 1999; no repair schedule for the north-south rail line; and that economic
modeling has predicted that Humboldt Bay's harbor hasthe potential to do more
than 10 times its present economic activity, the URCC feels it isthe time to explore
the feasibility of an east-west rail route. The Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility
Study is proposed to provide public decision makers and private investors with a package of
information on which to make informed investment and business decisions regarding the
construction of a new rail linking Humboldt Bay’s deepwater harbor with the national rail system
in the Sacramento Valley.

Generally, the proposed Feasibility Study would involve identification of a proposed
route from the analysis of no lessthan three possible routings; identification of land
ownerships along the proposed route; an assessment of market potential; a
conceptual development plan that includes rail ownership/governance, conceptual
engineering feasibility, highway connectors and any proposed modifications to
improve highway/rail interface, estimated permitting needs, estimated
environmental and cultural issues and potential mitigations and estimated
development costs and timeline. Information on the Scope of Work is more fully
described in Section 3.3.

If found feasible, an east-west rail route could vastly improve freight rail logistics
and rail access to a large portion of the State of California; make fuller use of and
underutilized deepwater harbor asset; improve economic opportunities in this
economically-distressed, rural portion of California; and improve goods movement
resiliency along the West coast of the United States.

In summary, the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study concept is simple —
to analyze connecting an existing underutilized deepwater seaport by rail to one of
the most agriculturally-rich areas and to the rest of the nation.

The total TIGER request for the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility
Studyis $345,000 to fund much needed regional transportation planning in
this rural, northern California area.
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3.2 Project Setting

“Upstate California” as defined in the context of this grant application is generally
considered that portion of California north of the City of Oroville to the Southern
Oregon border and from California’s border with Nevada to the Pacific Ocean which
generally correlates to California’s Northern Trade Corridor (Figure 1). This area of
California covers approximately 40,000 square miles and contains one of the most
agriculturally-rich valleys in the nation; the Sacramento Valley. It also contains one of
the most underutilized deepwater ports in the State of California at Humboldt Bay.
Other modal connections in the Upstate area include Interstate-5; SR-99, SR-299; US-
101; US-199; SR-44 and US-395. The Union Pacific, BNSF and California Western
Railroads all traverse through the Sacramento Valley, but none of them connect to the
deepwater harbor at Humboldt Bay leaving this maritime transportation asset virtually
isolated from trade and of little value to the economies of this vast region of Northern
California and the nation.

Humboldt Bay is California's second-largest natural bay and the only deepwater
seaport along a 400 mile stretch of coast from San Francisco, CA to Coos Bay, OR. As
one of only 11 deep-water public ports in the State of California, Humboldt Bay has
been an active seaport since the 1850s and historically handled as much as five (5)
percent of all cargo on the U.S. West coast. The harbor portion of Humboldt Bay
represents only about 15 percent of the bay’s shoreline. The vast majority of
approximately 27 square miles of Humboldt Bay is dedicated to natural resource
conservation and recreation.

Humboldt Bay has approximately 10 miles of federally-authorized deepwater ship
channels which were deepened in 1999/2000 to accommodate ships up to 950" in
length and 38' of draft. Specifically, when completed in 2000, the approximately $20
million Humboldt Bay and Harbor Deepening Project resulted in an entrance to
Humboldt Bay at —48’ (MLLW) and the northern shipping channels at =38’ (MLLW). The
deepened channels provide for greater navigation safety and improved vessel
economics. The reduction of light loading and increased economies of scale now
possible at Humboldt Bay improves Humboldt Bay’s competitiveness for marine trade
around the Pacific Rim.

Humboldt Bay’s harbor area contains an underutilized Foreign Trade Zone (No. 248);
six (6) private marine terminals; one (1) public marine terminal; and a compliment of
maritime services including tugs, Pilots, stevedores, Longshore (ILWU Local 14);
Homeland Security, US Coast Guard and others. In addition, the US Army Corps of
Engineers annually maintains the federally-authorized deep shipping channels.

Lack of rail transportation is one of the main factors that allowed has allowed this
seaport to decline to such a state that where once thousands of people were
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employed in coastal dependent industrial jobs, now there are
approximately 1,000 acres of properly-zoned and underutilized or vacant coastal-
dependent industrial property along the federally-maintained deep ship channels with
less than a few hundred people presently employed in the local maritime-related
industry. The availability of this amount of coastal-dependent industrial property at a
California port deepwater harbor clearly presents a unique opportunity for economic
development.

The Chico State University, Center for Economic Development (CED) notes that while a
lack of rail connectivity has severely limited the economic potential of Humboldt's
harbor, the communities they represent in inland Northern California would benefit
greatly from increased access to Humboldt Bay’s harbor.

CED’s area includes California's agriculturally-rich Central Valley. CED’s business
partners presently have a difficult time moving product through the Port of Oakland.
Local alternative ports, including the ports of Sacramento, Stockton, Benicia, and
Richmond each have their own challenges - either their draft is too shallow or
they aren't able to ship products in containers. The idea of installing a reliable rail
link to Humboldt Bay’s deepwater harbor is supported by CED because Humboldt’s
harbor area has sufficient land area to build a container yard and has sufficient draft
to accommodate most vessels currently carrying agricultural products from the Central
Valley to Asian markets.

This proposed study will examine the feasibility of connecting Humboldt Bay's
underutilized, deepwater seaport to the national rail system by travelling on an
east-west orientation through the Humboldt, Trinity and Tehama counties portion of
“Upstate California” with the likely national rail connection in Gerber, CA. The
project submitted herein is located within this three-county area. Such an east-west
rail connection is generally considered to be approximately one-half as long as
the existing north-south rail route and involve a fraction of the tunnels and bridges
asthe former north-south route.

Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study — TIGER Planning Grant Page 7





l'. 7 Crescent City Harbor

| TR rar : 7
1‘ o

|

L e W

\

\

L
Noyo Harbor

\

%
o ————

\
Bodega Bay Harbor

!

San Francisco Bay

—

\’/

3

Humboldt Bay

e California's Northern Trade Corridor Boundary

=Saen 7 e ik

Marine Highway Corridor

== |\gjor Highways

== Major Rail Routes

California Western Railroad (CWRR)
Northwestern Pacific Railroad (NWPRR)
Union Pacific (UP)

., HEY

NI

FIGURE 1: Major Transportation Links Located Within Upstate California.
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Conceptual East-West Rail Routes
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FIGURE 2: Location Map of Upstate California Project Area and
Conceptual UpState RailConnect Routes.

3.3 Project Components

The following provides specific information about each component of the Upstate
California RailConnect Feasibility Study. This Scope of Work was adopted by the
UpState RailConnect Committee (URCC) in October 2013. Funding this TIGER Planning
grant will result in the completion of Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study.
Which is intended to determine the feasibility of the establishment of a new rail line
connecting the deepwater seaport of Humboldt Bay to the national rail system in the
Sacramento Valley.
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Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study
Scope of Work

Task 1: Literature Review

Review pertinent information and studies from public and private sources
relevant to examining the feasibility of an alternative rail route connecting
Humboldt Bay's harbor to the national rail network in the Sacramento Valley.

Task 2: Ildentify Potential Routes
Determine location of a minimum of three routes. For this study a "route” is
defined as a geographic depiction of an area between a connection on the
Northwestern Pacific rail line in the Humboldt Bay region and a connection to a
mainline Class 1 raflroad in the Sacramento Valley. The “area” is defined as a
swath with dimensions ranging from 100’ to 1,000’ in width between the points
on the Northwestern Pacific rail line and the connection in the Sacramento valley.
The proposed "swaths” can vary in size within any given route provided they stay
within the defined range.

— The three routes will be chosen based upon the following criteria:

—  Minimum number of tunnels and bridges

—  Minimum number of environmental impacts — environmental
impacts shall be assessed at a minimum within an area 1/8 of a
mile from either side of the route "swath”

— Grade shall meet industry standards
— Track geometry to be aligned for most efficient operations
—  Minimum disruption to communities along the route

Task 3: Land Ownerships

List ownership of land within the proposed rail routes and within 1/8 of a mile on
either side of the rail routes. Task 3 is to include Assessor’s Parcel Number,
acreage of parcel, legal owner of parcel, legal owner’s contact information, date
of last sale of the property, purchase price of last sale of the property, assessed
valuation of the property, and zoning including any overlay designations.

The Consultant shall also endeavor to ascertain willingness of each landowner to
sell the property for rail purposes or if property is currently for sale. Consultant
shall also identify any existing uses or encumbrances on the property.
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Task 4: Economic Benefit to the Entire Rail Corridor
Task 4.1 Assessment of Market Potential
Describe potential shipping trends over the next 25 years and 50 years by
industry and commodiity category (SIC code) that might benefit or be
attracted to a connection to Humboldt Bay's deepwater harbor.
Task 4.2 Assessment of Direct, Indirect and Induced
Beneficiaries
Examine the potential for job creation, property value increase,
construction jobs, dollar multipliers and other beneficiaries throughout a
region extending from Humboldt Bay to the Nevada border and extending
from Medford, OR south to Oroville, CA.
Task 4.3 Assessment of Impacts to Ports
Consultant will examine the trade, economic and political impacts to the
ports of Portland, OR; Astoria, OR,; Coos Bay, OR; Sacramento, CA;
Stockton, CA; Oakland, CA and Richmond, CA. Consultant shall also
include the review of existing contracts and analysis of opportunities for
each port.

Task 5: Governance

Develop a matrix of pros and cons for an alternative rail line to be owned by a
public entity; owned by a private entity; and owned by a public/private entity.
Also to be included is a similar analysis of railroad operation.

Task 6: Conceptual Engineering

Identification of any proposed tunnels and bridges and their lengths and
construction materials; identification of geologic conditions along proposed rail
routes; cross-section of typical rail section,; weights of rail; identification of any
public and private road crossings; proposed speed of trains; description of any
access and construction issues; location of any highway and port connectors
including structural connections with NWPRR and Union Pacific; location of
proposed sidings; description of track grades.

Task 7: Homeland Security

Assess benefits of an alternative rail route for meeting or improving national and
state security needs. In order to assess these benefits, the Consultant shall
contact offices of California Emergency Management Services; US Department of
Homeland Security; US Department of Customs and Border Security, US Maritime
Administration; US Coast Guard and US Department of Defense. Include contact
information for agency contacts.

Task 8: Additional Uses of the Rail Right of Way

Identify additional potential uses of the proposed new routes including but not
limited to, passenger service, water pipeline, redundant fiber optic line, other
utilities and trail. Develop a ranking of potential additional uses by estimated
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cost; estimated income, contacts; and any special conditions including any
potential restrictions on the rail corridor.

Task 9: Estimated Permitting Needs

Identify all local, State and Federal permits necessary to plan, acquire, construct
and operate an alternative rail line over the proposed rail routes. Include permit
contact information, blank permit forms and a flow chart of the order of permit
applications. In addition, this task should also include all California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
compliance measures including the need for any special studies based upon the
proposed rail routes.

Task 10: Identify Environmental Issues and Mitigations

Identify all known environmental issues of concern along the proposed rail
routes. The issues of concern may include, but are not limited to, sensitive
habitat areas, endangered species, areas of special biological significance,
geologic hazards, contaminated sites and residential areas. For any
contemplated environmental impact along the proposed routes, propose
acceptable mitigation measures with demonstrated agency concurrence.

Task 11: Identify Known Cultural Resources

Identify all known cultural resources along the proposed rail routes through a
complete record searchy/letter of inquiry at the appropriate State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) and Tribal Historic Preservation Office(s) (THPO)
information clearinghouse(s). The issues of concern may include, but are not
limited to pre-historic andjyor historic archaeological sites, areas of
cultural/spiritual significance, and traditional cultural properties. For any
contemplated cultural resource impact along the proposed routes, propose
acceptable mitigation measures with demonstrated agency/tribal concurrence
history.

Task 12: Estimated Development Costs and Timelines

Estimate the development cost and timelines for the proposed routes.
Development costs in his context shall include planning, land acquisition/ROW;
permitting, CEQA/NEPA compliance, construction management and construction
costs broken out as individual components and costs. Similarly, a timeline should
be proposed for each cost component,

Task 13: Public Outreach

Conduct three sets of public outreach meetings in each of the following areas:
Humboldt County, Trinity County and Tehama County. These meetings are to be
coordinated with the multi-agency UpState RailConnect Committee. The non-
profit organization, Land Bridge Alliance, will make meeting arrangements,
provide refreshments and meeting supplies. The three meetings will include 1)
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pre-feasibility public input meeting, 2) Draft report presentation and public input
session,; and 3) presentation of the final report. Consultant will provide report
after the first meeting identifying significant concerns and support.

Task 14: Final Report

The final report will be structured so as to include at a minimum an Executive
Summary; Methods and Results for Tasks 1-11; Feasibility Study Conclusion,
Recommendations on next steps; and References/contact information. The Final
report will also include an appendix that makes a comparison of the proposed
alternative routes using readily available existing information on the north-south
rall line. The Executive Summary and Conclusions will include a matrix
summarizing a comparison of proposed route alternatives across the results of
Tasks 1-11.

3.4 Project Justification

Problems the Project is attempting to address: Thirty years ago, Humboldt
Bay's harbor area employed thousands of Humboldt County residents. Today, those
engaged in private sector marine-related jobs number only in the hundreds and
harbor activity is less than 10 percent of past economic modeling predictions. It has
been noted that one of the main factors keeping Humboldt Bay's harbor from
regaining its status as an economic engine and sustainable job-creator isthe lack of
rail service. Although a north-south rail connection existsand is owned by a California
Special District (the North CoastRailroad Authority - NCRA) this line has not operated
along its entire 310 mile length since 1999. This existing line is replete with
challenges to its reestablishment including frequent landslides, legal challenges, lack
o funding and high maintenance costs. These factors have forced NCRA to state that
it cannot see restoration of service along the entire line within the foreseeable future.

The lack of rail and the lack of a restoration schedule have resulted in severe economic
consequences. This "lost decade" without rail service is full of examples of marine-
related commercial-industrial businesses that showed great interest in locating on
Humboldt Bay and providing jobs, only to move to some other port city where rail
service is available. Two recent missed opportunities have shown that the North state
lost approximately $25 million per year of economic value because the shipping
opportunities located elsewhere due to the lack of an active rail connection to
Humboldt Bay (Table 1).
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TABLE 1: Some Recent Examples of Opportunities
Missed as a Result of Not Having an Active Rail
Connection Between Humboldt Bay’s Deep Water
Harbor and the National Rail System.

Automobile Exports
e ships/week lost to another port = approx.
$21,439,500 loss of economic
value/year to community (excluding rail
income)
Wind Energy Equipment Imports
» Estimated loss of 30 ships for entire
project = approx. $4,287,900 loss of
economic value to community
(excluding rail income)
Iron Ore Export
» Estimated loss of 60 ships per year =
approx. $16,465,800 loss of
economic value/year to community
(excluding rail income)

There is also a social cost to not pursuing the full utilization of assets such as
Humboldt's harbor for the creation of jobs. For example, Humboldt County schools are
challenged to serve a growing number of children from families that are struggling
economically. A recent report from the Center for the Next Generation showsthat in
2011, just over 22 percent of children in Humboldt County were living in poverty. That
is an increase of nearly 10 percent from just three years before. All counties in
Northern California suffer from generally the same types of social challenges. With
these examples of the economic potential of a rail line connecting Humboldt Bay to
the national rail network; the need to improve the social conditions on the North coast
and throughout Northern California; and since it appears that NCRA will not be able to
restore rail service along the entire Northwestern Pacific rail line in the foreseeable
future, it is necessary to explore the feasibility of an eastern rail route.

In the agriculturally-rich Sacramento Valley, many agricultural shippers have a difficult
time moving product through the Port of Oakland. Turn-times for many of these
agricultural shipments can be one/day with the truck having to travel many
miles on congested freeways and city streets to the port only to return on the
same route. The distance and congestion and dwell-time in Oakland reduce
transportation efficiencies, add to the costs of the goods, increase air
emissions and road impacts. In addition, local alternative ports, including the
ports of Sacramento, Stockton, Benicia, and Richmond each have their own
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challenges - either their draft is too shallow or they aren't able to ship products in
containers.

How the Project will addressthe problems: The Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study will address the problems noted above by determining if an east-west
rail line is feasible. This Study is proposed to examine the challenges, opportunities and
costs of developing an east-west rail connecting Humboldt Bay's harbor to the national
rail system in the Sacramento Valley. Without this Study, too many questions remain
unanswered to be able to make sound project development and investment decisions.

If it isfound to be feasible, past economic modeling has shown that Humboldt's harbor
could have a significant economic impact on the North coast region of California by
providing an additional 3,000 jobs, a $90 million dollar increase in wage payments and
a $400 million increase in the regions gross regional product. This modeling shows that
Humboldt's harbor has vastly more potential to create jobs and better social
conditions than is presently being realized.

Although this study is proposed to contain a task to assess potential markets, this
study is not strictly a market study. The concept of conducting a "market" study prior
to the feasibility study has been thoroughly discussed with the conclusion being that
the information provided by the feasibility study will allow others the ability to utilize
that information in developing any market or operational models. To create these
models without the benefit of the feasibility study information would require making a
vast number of assumptions which would put the validity of the modeling results in
serious question. Therefore, the proposed Study will result in a package of pertinent
feasibility information that will allow public and private decision-makers, businesses
and investors to develop their own models and business plans based upon their needs.

The Feasibility Study will show if the establishment of an east-west rail connection
will have benefits including reduction of congestion on highways in the I-5 corridor,
improvement of the environment by reducing of air pollutants related to diesel truck
engines, shifting of heavy trucks from the roads and bridges to rail, providing
additional job opportunities and associated businesses that develop around modern
port, manufacturing, goods movement and agricultural facilities.

Having a Sacramento Valley intermodal center to load agricultural products
directly on rail for a short trip to Humboldt’s harbor would potentially reduce a
great deal of the impacts of a similar trip to the Port of Oakland and increases
turn-times. Humboldt’s harbor area has sufficient land area to build a container
yard and has sufficient draft to accommodate most vessels currently carrying
agricultural products from the Central Valley to Asian markets.
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TIGER funding is appropriate for the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study in
order to stimulate the economy, create replacement jobs and stimulate the State and
national economy by improving the national and international goods movement and
fuller utilization of Humboldt Bay’s deepwater harbor.

4.0 Project Parties

The sponsor of the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study is the Trinity County
Department of Transportation (TCDOT) which is governed by the Trinity County
Transportation Commission. The Trinity County Transportation Commission (TCTC) is
designated as a Regional Transportation Planning Agency (RTPA) as established by
Government Code §29535. The TCTC is responsible for area wide transportation
planning in Trinity County. This responsibility includes:

Administration and Management

Transportation Planning and Regional Coordination
Transportation Alternatives and Marketing
Claimant Funding and Oversight

Grant Applications and Management

Through a Project “Charter” (Attachment B) the TCDOT is authorize to partner with
the multi-agency UpState RailConnect Committee (URCC). As per the Charter, if the
Project is funded, the URCC will:

1. Develop an RFP for a consultant to produce an Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study

2. Conduct a consultant selection process in accordance with Trinity County
consultant selection procedures

3. Make recommendation to Trinity County to execute an agreement with highest
rated consulting firm

4. Oversee consultant activities and consultant’'s completion of the agreed upon
Scope of Work

5. Oversee any additional public outreach as required by consultant

6. Make periodic project status presentations to the TCTC

For this Project, TCDOT will:

1. Submit US DOT TIGER grant application

2. Oversee the Contracting Procurement process to ensure procedures are followed
as outline by the Federal Highway Administration.

3. Execute consultant agreement(s)

4. Oversee and conduct all grant administration activities
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The UpState RailConnect Committee was formed in October 2012 to formalize this
now regional effort to study the feasibility of an East-West Rail Route through a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the Counties of Humboldt, Trinity, and
Tehama; the City of Eureka; the Upstate California Economic Development Counciland
the Northern California Tribal Chairmen's Association. The general purpose of the URCC
isto coordinate the production of the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Studly.
Specifically, the purpose of the URCCisto gather public input; conduct public outreach
efforts in each member agencies region; review documents such as Request for
Proposals, consultant submittals, draft and final reports; participate in consultant
selection; provide consultant oversight; assist with grant writing and local technical in-
kind efforts; and other tasks as mutually agreed upon by the members.

The other project party is the Land Bridge Alliance. The Land Bridge Alliance was
formed asa non-profit organization through a perceived need to have an
organization that could accept private funding for use in funding the Upstate
California RailConnect Feasibility Study and to provide educational outreach for the
concept of an east-west rail line. LBA will provide $35,000 of cash and in-kind
funding as match for this TIGER Planning grant. Partner Commitment Letters can
be found at the conclusion of this document.

5.0 Grant Funds

TIGER State Local
funds Funds Funds Total
(requested) | (source) | (source) Funds
$35,000
(Land
Regional Bridge
Planning $345,000 0 Alliance) | $380,000
TOTALS: $345,000 0 $35,000 | $380,000

For the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study, $300,000 of TIGER funds will
be used to fund Consultant expenses for Tasks (See Section 3.3) 1-14. $45,000 of
TIGER funds will be used to administer the grant by the Trinity County Department of
Transportation. The non-profit organization, Land Bridge Alliance (LBA) will contribute
$35,000 of cash/in-kind services to assist in Task 1 (literature review) and Task 13
(Public Outreach) portions of the project.
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6.0 Long Term Outcomes

The long term outcome of the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study will be a
robust package of information that will contain an analysis of the feasibility of
establishing a new rail route connecting Humboldt Bay's harbor to the national rail
system in the Sacramento Valley by providing the following deliverables (and more
fully described in Section 3.3):

e Identification of a proposed route and alternatives
e Identification of land ownerships

e Economic benefit to the entire rail corridor

e A conceptual development plan

As afinal product, if the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study shows that
this new rail line is feasible, it will also contain recommendations on next stepstoward
the actual construction of the rail. These recommendations will describethe future role
of the Trinity County Department of Transportation and the UpState RailConnnect
Committee in developing, coordinating and providing oversight for any additional
special studies; implementation funding; rail line governance, environmental
documentation; land owner coordination and other tasks. The information contained
in the final report will be essentially be a road-map toward implementation and will be
crucial to the project's success.

6.1 State of Good Repair — The Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Studly is
designed to be consistent with relevant local, State and regional efforts to improve
goods movement transportation activities as evidenced by support from the Trinity
County Transportation Commission, Humboldt County Association of Governments
and North State Super Region. It is also consistent with a wide range of interests
as evidenced by support from more than 50 organizations from a vast portion of
Northern California (Attachment C).

6.1.1 Economic Competitiveness — The Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility
Study is designed to provide public decision makers and private investors with a
package of information on which to make informed investment and business
decisions with the goal of enhancing national and international commerce as well
as improving economic, social and environmental conditions throughout the
Upstate portion of Northern California.

As designed, the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study will include a
task (Task 4) that will research the “"Economic Benefit to the Entire Rail Corridor”.
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This task includes subtasks that will further explore an assessment of market
potential; an assessment of direct, indirect and induced beneficiaries; and an
assessment of impacts to other ports. The subtask on an assessment of market
potential will describe potential shipping trends over the next 25 years and 50
years by industry and commodity category (SIC code) that might benefit or be
attracted to a connection to Humboldt Bay’s deepwater harbor. Under the
subtask on impacts to other ports, the Consultant will examine the trade,
economic and political impacts to the ports of Portland, OR; Astoria, OR; Coos
Bay, OR; Sacramento, CA; Stockton, CA; Oakland, CA and Richmond, CA. The
Consultant shall also include the review of existing contracts and analysis of
opportunities for each port. This information will be important in analyzing the
economic competitiveness of an east-west rail line.

Past documentation indicates that if determined to be feasible, a new rail line
could be the incentive for the creation of thousands of jobs throughout Upstate
California. The most comprehensive document relating to long-term port jobs
was a 1997 document entitled " 7he Impact of Infrastructure Investment on
Economic Development, Job Creation and Real Estate Values: Financing Public
Investment in the Port of Humboldt Bay” by John M. Quigley of UC Berkeley. In
that document, Quigley used BLS/RIMS models to analyze what improvements to
Humboldt’s harbor would generate in terms of those factors. His models
estimate that the annual impact of port modernization investment 10 years out
would be 3,070 new jobs. This is consistent with the American Association of
Port Authority report that every direct job provided by a port supports a further
1.84 jobs in the local and regional economy around the port, broken out as
follows:

Every direct job provided by a port supports:

. - 1.24 induced jobs in the local and regional economy
. . 0.60 indirect jobs in the local and regional economy.

Lastly, TIGER grant program and TIGER funding is extremely appropriate for
funding the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study because rural,
economically depressed areas such as Northern California do not compete well
for study funding. A recent example is evidenced by an unsuccessful attempt to
fund the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study through a California
Community Based Transportation Planning grant where none of the applicants
from Caltrans District 1 (California’s North coast) were funded. TIGER is
extremely important program for addressing the needs of rural portions of the
country.

6.1.2 Quality of Life - As one of the last underutilized deepwater ports on the
West Coast of the United States and the only underdeveloped port on
California’s coast, Humboldt Bay provides a unique opportunity to measurably
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contribute to growth in employment and other high value economic activity
over the long term. Even though presently underutilized, Humboldt Bay is
the only deepwater port in Upstate California and as such, Humboldt Bay’s
deepwater shipping channels, docks and full-range of maritime services are
available to service the businesses and jobs located within the more than
40,000 square-miles of the Upstate area. Presently Humboldt County is
suffering from a 33 percent reduction in manufacturing activity since 2008
and a 60 percent reduction since 2004.

As noted previously, there is also a social cost to not pursuing the full utilization
of assets such as Humboldt's harbor for the creation of jobs. For example,
Humboldt County schools are challenged to serve a growing number of children
from families that are struggling economically. A recent report from the Center
for the Next Generation showsthat in 2011, just over 22 percent of children in
Humboldt County were living in poverty. That is an increase of nearly 10 percent
from just three years before. All counties in Northern California suffer from
generally the same types of social challenges. As such, there is a demonstrated
need to improve the social conditions and quality of life on the North coast and
throughout Northern California.

As designed, the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study will include a
task (Task 4) that will research the “"Economic Benefit to the Entire Rail Corridor”.
This task includes subtasks that will further explore an assessment of market
potential; an assessment of direct, indirect and induced beneficiaries; and an
assessment of impacts to other ports. Especially the subtask on direct, indirect
and induced beneficiaries will examine the potential for job creation, property
value increase, construction jobs, dollar multipliers and other beneficiaries
throughout a region extending from Humboldt Bay to the Nevada border and
extending from Medford, OR south to Oroville, CA. These factors all are related
to quality of life and thus the feasibility study will provide valuable information on
potential project impacts to the quality of life in the Upstate California region.

Creating good paying jobs and long-term job growth in this rural, economically-
depressed region would be of great social benefit and would serve to strengthen
opportunities to expand the middle class.

Environmental Sustainability — The Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility
Study promotes a more environmentally sustainable transportation system than
has been used to access the deepwater harbor at Humboldt Bay for more than a
decade. Since the north-south, Northwestern Pacific Railroad ceased operations
to Humboldt Bay in 1999, most of the goods imported and most of those
exported in and out of this Northern California coastal region are carried by
truck. It is well known that railroads on average are four times more fuel
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efficient than trucks and that moving freight by rail instead of truck reduces
greenhouse gas emissions by 75 percent.

The potential creation of an east-west rail line will promote greater
transportation and environmental efficiencies. It is not only the Northern coastal
region of California that could benefit from an east-west rail. As noted
previously noted, in the agriculturally-rich Sacramento Valley, many agricultural
shippers have a difficult time moving product through the Port of Oakland.
Turn-times for many of these agricultural shipments can be one/day with
the truck having to travel many miles on congested freeways and city
streets to the port only to return on the same route. The distance and
congestion and dwell-time in Oakland reduce transportation efficiencies,
add to the costs of the goods, increase air emissions and road impacts.
The environmental benefits of rail over truck transportation also could then
extend to the Sacramento valley.

The existing, but apparently irreparable north-south rail line that has been out of
service for more than 10 years is 310 miles in length. A proposed east-west rail
link may only cover approximately half that distance and involve a fraction of the
tunnels and bridges as the north-south line. An east-west route also may only
partially be located in the area of fractured coastal geology whereas, the north-
south route stays in it almost its entire length. These prospects may make a
new east-west rail line more stable, require less maintenance, and hence less
environmental impacts than the existing north-south line.

Tasks 9 and 10 of the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study Scope of
Work will look specifically at “Estimated Permitting Needs” and “Identify
Environmental Issues and Mitigations”. Specifically, under the identify
environmental issues and mitigations task, the Consultant will be asked to
identify all known environmental issues of concern along the proposed rail
routes. The issues of concern may include, but are not limited to, sensitive
habitat areas, endangered species, areas of special biological significance,
geologic hazards, contaminated sites and residential areas. For any
contemplated environmental impact along the proposed routes, propose
acceptable mitigation measures with demonstrated agency concurrence. Under
the estimated permitting needs task, the Consultant will be asked to identify all
local, State and Federal permits necessary to plan, acquire, construct and
operate an alternative rail line over the proposed rail routes. This will include
permit contact information, blank permit forms and a flow chart of the order of
permit applications. In addition, this task should also include all California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
compliance measures including the need for any special studies based upon the
proposed rail routes.
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6.2

Partnership and Innovation - To-date, the entire planning process and
“pre-feasibility” work has been an innovative, bottom-up public planning effort.

In December 2011, a grass-roots citizen-led effort b rought the concept of a
new east-west rail route into the spotlight. OnJanuary 17, 2012, the Eureka
City Council approved a resolution in favor of conducting a study to determine
the feasibility of an alternative rail route connecting the port facilities in
Humboldt Bay to the national rail system. With this action, the City of Eureka
took the lead to explore support for an Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study.
In less than 10 months, the City of Eureka garnered support from 33
government agencies, labor, business, education, law enforcement and citizen
groups representing a vast portion of Northern California. In 2013, the City of
Eureka was awarded a $25,000 grant from the State's Housing and Community
Development agency to fund coordination of the UpState RailConnect
Committee and its pursuit of funding to complete the Feasibility Study.

As the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study is a regional project, the
City of Eureka desired to have the oversight of the feasibility study coordinated by
a regional entity. In October 2012, the UpState RailConnect Committee (URCC)
was formed to be that regional entity through a Memorandum of Agreement
between the City of Eureka; Counties of Humboldt, Trinity and Tehama; the
Upstate California Economic Development Council and the Northern California
Tribal Chairman’s Association. To date, the URCC has accomplished the following:
e Obtained support from more than 50 organizations from a vast portion
of Northern California (Table 2 and Attachment C).
e Made more than 30 presentations to civic groups, agency
representatives and elected officials throughout Northern California.
e Applied for Community Based Transportation Planning grant in 2013.
e Submitted comments to the State Rail plan in 2013.
e Included as an “Action” item in the North State Super Region’s NorCal
Economics for Transportation Report.
e Supported formation of the non-profit Land Bridge Alliance.
e Produced and distributed two newsletters
e Adopted a Scope of Work and a draft RFP.

As noted in Section 4.0, through a Project “Charter” (See Attachment B) the TCDOT
has partnered with the multi-agency UpState RailConnect Committee. As per the
Charter, if the Project is funded, the URCC will:

1.

2.

Develop an RFP for a consultant to produce an Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study.

Conduct a consultant selection process in accordance with Trinity County
consultant selection procedures and FHWA requirements.
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Make recommendation to Trinity County to execute an agreement with highest
rated consulting firm.

Oversee consultant activities and consultant’'s completion of the agreed upon
Scope of Work.

Oversee any additional public outreach as required by consultant.

Make periodic project status presentations to the TCTC.

For this Project, TCDOT will:

1.
2.

3.
4.

Submit US DOT TIGER grant application.

Oversee the Contracting Procurement process to ensure procedures are followed
as outline by the Federal Highway Administration.

Execute consultant agreement(s).

Oversee and conduct all grant administration activities.

TABLE 2: Organizations Supporting the Concept of a Study Exploring the
Feasibility of New Rail Line Connecting the Deepwater Seaport of
Humboldt Bay to the National Rail System in the Sacramento Valley.

City of Eureka, CA . Building and Construction

City of Fortuna, CA Trades Council of Humboldt

City of Rio Dell, CA and Del Norte Counties

County of Humboldt, CA . Operating Engineers Local 3

County of Trinity, CA . Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers Local
County of Tehama, CA No. 3, California

Upstate California Economic Development . Building and Construction Trades
Council Department of the American Federation of
Northern California Tribal Chairman'’s Labor — Congress of Industrial
Association Organizations

Wiyot Tribe . Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO of
Corning CA Chamber of Commerce Humboldt and Del Norte Counties
Humboldt County Sheriff . Eureka Police Officer’s Association
California Marine and Intermodal . Humboldt Deputy Sheriff’s Organization
Transportation System Advisory Council . East-West Rail Advocates

California Association for Local Economic . Land Bridge Alliance

Development . Military Officers Association of America
Humboldt Association of Realtors o Rail and Port Infrastructure Task Force
Humboldt State University . Humboldt Bay Harbor Working Group
Humboldt County Office of Education . Sierra Pacific Industries

The Greater Eureka Chamber of Commerce . Green Diamond Resource Company
Oroville Chamber of Commerce . California Redwood Company
Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and . Humboldt Cattlemen’s Association
Conservation District . Humboldt Redwood Company

The Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office . Schneider Dock

Shasta-Trinity National Forest . Longshore and Warehouse Union, Local
Six Rivers National Forest 14

Union Pacific Railroad . State Building and Construction Trades
Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company Council of California

Humboldt County Association of . North State Super Region

Governments . California State University, Chico, Center
Tehama County Farm Bureau for Economic Development

Orland Chamber of Commerce . UpState RailConnect Committee

. California State Transportation Agency

Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study — TIGER Planning Grant Page 23





7.0 Project Readiness — The Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Studyis
ready to start immediately upon receipt of a TIGER Discretionary Planning Grant. As
noted previously, the UpState RailConnect Committee has conducted over 30
presentations and used the input from those meetings to generate and adopt a
scope of work (Section 3.3) and a draft Request for Proposals (RFP). Therefore,
once TIGER funds are awarded, within 60 days the RFP can be circulated. The
duration of the Study is approximately one (1) year and thus will be completed well
ahead of the September 30, 2016 TIGER VI deadline.

8.0 Federal Wage Rate Certification.
The TCDOT will comply with Subchapter 1V of Chapter 431 of Title 40 of the United
States Code (Federal Wage rate requirements), as required by the FY 2014
Continuing Appropriations Act.
Certification
The Trinity County Department of Transportation hereby certifies that it will meet

the requirements of subchapter IV of Chapter 31 of title 40, United States Code
(Federal wage rate requirements).

Date: L %ﬁm
=

= [

20|+
- / i}

Signat{wg > ’? —

Title: Dipes feore><T DT

Grant Applicant: Trinity County Department of Transportation

9.0 Index of Websites for Supporting Information

http://www.trinitytransportation.org/ (for Trinity County Department of
Transportation)

http://www.landbridgealliance.org/ (for Land Bridge Alliance)
http://www.superregion.org/ (for North State Super Region “North State
Transportation for Economic Development Study”)
http://www.ci.eureka.ca.gov/depts/council/rail_study.asp (for information,
background, minutes etc on the UpState RailConnect Committee)
www.hcaog.net (for Humboldt County Association of Governments)
http://cedcal.com/ (for info on the California State University, Chico, Center for
Economic Development)
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LAND BRIDGE ALLIANCE

April 24, 2014

United States Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Support for the Trinity County Department of Transportation’s TIGER Planning Grant Application for
the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study

Dear Application Review Committee:

On behalf of the Land Bridge Alliance (LBA), | would like to express our support for the Trinity County
Department of Transportation’s TIGER Planning Grant Application for the Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study.

The Land Bridge Alliance (LBA) is a California Non-Profit organization that was established to educate on
the concept of a rail line connecting Humboldt Bay’s deepwater harbor in Northern California with a
national rail system connection in the Sacramento Valley. LBA was also formed to provide funding and
in-kind services related to the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study. In that light, the LBA is
privileged to offer $35,000 of cash/in-kind contributions as a match toward the completion of the
Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study.

We truly believe that if the grant is funded and if an east-west rail is determined to be feasible, that it
will be a social and economic game-changer for all of northern California. Therefore we wholeheartedly
encourage USDOT to fund the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study.

If you need any additional information on LBA’s support for the Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study, please contact me.

Sincerely, 4
Gl

Chair

1310 6™ Street, Eureka, CA 95501 www.landbridgealliance.com davidwtyson@gmail.com
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By
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Coordinating the Humboldt
Bay Alternative Rail Route
Feasibility Study
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Trinity County
Tehama County
Humboldt County

City of Eureka

Northern Calif. Tribal
Chair Association

UpState Calif. Economic
Development Council

April 24, 2014

United States Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Support for the Trinity County Department of Transportation’s

TIGER Planning Grant Application for the Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study

Dear Application Review Committee:

On April 2, 2014, the members of the UpState RailConnect Committee
voted in support of the Trinity County Department of Transportation’s

TIGER Planning grant application for the Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study.

The UpState RailConnect Committee (URCC) was formed in October
2012 through a Memorandum of Agreement between the City of
Eureka, County of Humboldt, County of Trinity, County of Tehama,
Upstate California Economic Development Council and the Northern
California Tribal Chairman’s Association. The purpose of the URCC as a
regional group is to solicit public input on a concept of a new rail line
bridging the gap between the deepwater seaport at Humboldt Bay and
a national rail system connection in the Sacramento Valley. The URCC s
also charged with using that input to develop a draft scope of work and
request for proposal to conduct that study. To date the URCC has made
over 30 presentations and has nearly 50 letters of support from various
public agencies, businesses, law enforcement, labor, educational and
citizen organizations all over northern California.

Through a Charter, the URCC has agreed to assist the Trinity County
Department of Transportation (TCDOT) in consultant selection,
consultant oversight, document review and continued public outreach
efforts. URCC is very appreciative of TCDOT's leadership in applying for
this TIGER Planning Grant and we encourage US DOT to fund this critical
transportation planning study.

Very Truly Yours,

Rex Bohn
Vice-Chair
Upstate RailConnect Committee

4330 Cedar Street, Suite M, Eureka, CA 95503 . 707.496.3120 . hullspier@aol.com
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TIGER VI Planning Grant Program Application

Attachment B — Supporting Documentation

UPSTATE CALIFORNIA RAILCONNECT
FEASIBILITY STUDY

This Attachment Contains:

1. Project Charter Between the Trinity
County Department of
Transportation and the UpState
RailConnect Committee

2. Resolution of the Trinity County
Board of Supervisors Authorizing
the Department of Transportation to
Submit a TIGER Planning Grant
Application for the Upstate California
RailConnect Feasibility Study





Project Charter

Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study

The following charter outlines the project related expectations for conducting the
Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study (Project) with funds from a US
DOT TIGER Discretionary Planning Grant, between the Trinity County
Department of Transportation (TCDOT) and the UpState RailConnect Committee
(URCC):

Purpose/Scope:
It is understood that the purpose of this Project is to provide the public
information regarding the feasibility of a new rail line connecting the deep
water harbor at Humboldt Bay with the national rail system in the Sacramento
Valley. The feasibility study has an adopted (URCC October 2013) Scope of
Work that includes:

Task 1: Literature Review

Task 2: Identify Potential Routes

Task 3. Land Ownerships

Task 4: Economic Benefit to the Entire Rail Corridor
Task 4.1: Assessment of Market Potential
Task 4.2: Assessment of Direct, Indirect and Induced Beneficiaries
Task 4.3: Assessment of Impacts to Ports

Task 5. Governance

Task 6: Conceptual Engineering

Task 7: Homeland Security

Task 8: Additional Uses of the Right-of-Way

Task 9: Estimated Permitting Needs

Task 10: Identify Environmental Issues and Mitigations

Task 11: Identify Known Cultural Resources

Task 12: Estimated Development Costs and Timelines

Task 13: Public Outreach

Task 14. Final Report

The UpState RailConnect Committee was formed to oversee:

a) Public outreach and development of the scope of work for the
feasibility study

b) Obtain funding for the feasibility study

¢) Retain a consultant to complete the feasibility study

d) Oversee consultant activities

e) If feasible, the Committee will use feasibility study results to identify
capital and investors






At the April 2, 2014 URCC meeting, the URCC voted unanimously to support
TCDOT’s US DOT TIGER Discretionary Planning Grant application to fund the
Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study.

For this Project, the URCC will:

1.

Write the US DOT TIGER Grant application for the Upstate California
RailConnect Feasibility Study

If funded, the URCC will:

1.

2.

o o

Develop an RFP for a consultant to produce an Upstate California
RailConnect Feasibility Study

Conduct a consultant selection process in accordance with Trinity County
consultant selection procedures

Make recommendation to Trinity County to execute an agreement with
highest rated consulting firm

Oversee consultant activities and consultant's completion of the agreed
upon Scope of Work

Oversee any additional public outreach as required by consultant

Make periodic project status presentations to the TCTC

For this Project, Trinity County will:

4,
5. Oversee and conduct all grant administration activities

1. Review US DOT TIGER grant application
2.
3. Oversee the Contracting Procurement process to ensure procedures are

Submit US DOT TIGER grant application

followed as outline by the Federal Highway Administration.
Execute consultant agreement(s)

Project Objective:

A successful project will be one that accomplishes the following:

1. Completed feasibility study within scope, schedule and
budget as outlined in the US DOT Grant application and
Consultant agreement.

Funding:

Total funding for this project is $345,000.

The final application will likely include a 10% cash and in-kind match to be
provided by the Non-Profit organization, Land Bridge Alliance. The balance






of the project funding will be from a US DOT TIGER Discretionary Planning
Grant.

As part of the grant application, TCDOT will be reimbursed an anticipated
15% of the grant for the administrative costs of administering the grant and
compliance with US DOT funding rules and guidelines.

All cost associated with the project will be upon URCC. TCDOT shall not be
held responsible for previous or future cost for the project and any work
related to the project including cost for this report, and associated cost related
to any environmental documentation that might be required for this report.

Upon selection of the Consultant and negotiations of the contract for the
Feasibility Study, should there be a shortfall of funds, the URCC shall provide
additional funding required prior to execution of Notice to Proceed to the
Consultant.

It is understood that a Memorandum of Understand will be prepared and
executed by the TCDOT and URCC Boards prior to the County taking any
action should TCDOT be successful on acquiring a grant. This MOU will not
be prepared until it is announced that TCDOT was successful in acquiring the
grant. This MOU will supersede this Charter.

Communication:
Changes: ldentify and communicate any scope, cost or schedule changes to
URCC and TCDOT on a regular basis and prior to implementing any
changes. When requested, update TCDOT on these same issues.

PDT: Send invitations of all Project Development Team (PDT) meetings to
TCDOT.

Charter: Keep this Project Charter alive and updated and in front of the PDT.
Each time the charter is revised/updated, it will be signed off on by the project
stakeholders and updated copies will be provided to all stakeholders.

Decision Log: Keep decision log updated and present it to URCC meetings
and TCDOT on a regular basis.

Reviews: The TCDOT will be provided the following items and given
adequate opportunity to review and comment these deliverables:
e Draft Grant application
Draft RFP
Draft Consultant Selection process
URCC Consultant Recommendations and RFP Submittals
Consultant agreement
Consultant insurance(s) as required






¢ Any other Consultant Deliverable
o Draft Feasibility Study
o Final Feasibility Study

Future Edits or Additions:
This is a dynamic document and can be edited to reflect changes with
regard to stakeholder expectations. Should changes to the above
referenced expectations occur, please communicate these changes to
Project Manager and they will be communicated to the
PDT.

Revision History:

4/22/2014 Purpose — Task 13, Public Outreach. Outreach shall include
workshops, and/or presentations to all governing bodies and local
communities along proposed alignments. Outreach shall be initiated
at the onset and through the project keeping the public well informed.

4/22/2014 Project Objective — In addition to the required elements of the study,
the final feasibility study shall address Economic Sustainability,
Ecological Sustainability, and Social Acceptance.

Approved By:
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RexBohn; Vice-Chair Date
UpSt & RailCennect Committee
S B
= o5 v

Richard Tippett, PE, TE Date
Director of Transportation
Trinity County Department of Transportation






RESOLUTION NO. 2014-36

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF TRINITY '
AUTHORIZING DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORTATION TO SUBMIT A
TIGER PLANNING GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE
UPSTATE CALIFORNIA RAILCONNECT FEASIBILITY STUDY

WHEREAS, the County of Trinity is a member of the multi-agency UpState RailConnect
Committee (URCC); and

WHEREAS, the URCC is comprised of representatives from Trinity, Humboldt, and Tehama
Counties, City of Eureka, Upstate California Economic Development Council and the Northern
California Tribal Chairman’s Association; and

WHEREAS, through a Memorandum of Agreement amongst these agencies, the URCC was
formed to oversee public outreach, education, and produce a feasibility study examining the
concept of a new rail line connecting the deep water harbor at Humboldt Bay with a connection
to the national rail system in the Sacramento Valley; and

WHEREAS, there is an opportunity to fund this study via a “TIGER” Discretionary Grants
Program of which $35 million is to be awarded for transportation planning. The grant program
is administered by the US Department of Transportation; and

WHEREAS, at the April 2, 2014 URCC meeting, the URCC unanimously approved support for
a TIGER Planning grant for the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study (formerly
called the “Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study”); and

WHEREAS, Trinity County has been asked to be the applicant for this TIGER Planning Grant
because the County is particularly suited to be the applicant as it is in the center of the proposed
rail corridor, has experience with administering federal transportation grants, and has been
involved in the alternative rail route concept since the beginning of the effort; and ‘

WHEREAS, the TIGER Planning Grant will be for $345,000 which includes 15% for the
TCDOT to administer the grant and although not required, the non-protit organization “Land
Bridge Alliance” will provide in-kind and matching cash funds totaling $35,000 for a total
project cost of $380,000.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Trinity authorize the Director of the Department of Transportation to submit a TIGER Planning
Grant Application for the UpState California RailConnect Feasibility Study; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of Trinity
authorize the Director of the Department of Transportation to sign required grant documents as
necessary.






Resolution No. 2014-36
April 22,2014
Page 2 of 2

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED this 22nd day of April, 2014 by the Board of Supervisors of
the County of Trinity by motion, second (Fenley/Fisher), and the following vote:

AYES:  Supervisors Fisher, Fenley, Morris, and Pflueger

NOES:  None '

ABSENT:  Supervisor Chapman
ABSTAIN:  None
RECUSE: None

Board of Supervisors
County of Trinity
State of California

ATTEST:

WENDY G. TYLER
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

By:

The foregolng ls a correct copy of the
otginal instrument on flle I this office.

Attest: WENDY @, TYLER

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of
the County of Trinlty, State of
Callforala,
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TIGER VI Planning Grant Program Application

Attachment C — Support Letters

UPSTATE CALIFORNIA RAILCONNECT
FEASIBILITY STUDY

This Attachment Contains Three (3)
Sections:

1. Support letters for TIGER 6 Funding of
the Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study

2. Letters from Public Agencies
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April 24, 2014

United States Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Support for the Trinity County Department of Transportation’s
TIGER Planning Grant Application for the Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study

Dear Application Review Committee:

On April 2, 2014, the members of the UpState RailConnect Committee
voted in support of the Trinity County Department of Transportation’s
TIGER Planning grant application for the Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study.

The UpState RailConnect Committee (URCC) was formed in October
2012 through a Memorandum of Agreement between the City of
Eureka, County of Humboldt, County of Trinity, County of Tehama,
Upstate California Economic Development Council and the Northern
California Tribal Chairman’s Association. The purpose of the URCC as a
regional group is to solicit public input on a concept of a new rail line
bridging the gap between the deepwater seaport at Humboldt Bay and
a national rail system connection in the Sacramento Valley. The URCC s
also charged with using that input to develop a draft scope of work and
request for proposal to conduct that study. To date the URCC has made
over 30 presentations and has nearly 50 letters of support from various
public agencies, businesses, law enforcement, labor, educational and
citizen organizations all over northern California.

Through a Charter, the URCC has agreed to assist the Trinity County
Department of Transportation (TCDOT) in consultant selection,
consultant oversight, document review and continued public outreach
efforts. URCC is very appreciative of TCDOT’s leadership in applying for
this TIGER Planning Grant and we encourage US DOT to fund this critical
transportation planning study.

Very Truly Yours,

Rex Bohn
Vice-Chair
Upstate RailConnect Committee

4330 Cedar Street, Suite M, Eureka, CA 95503 . 707.496.3120 . hullspier .com





LAND BRIDGE ALLIANCE

April 24, 2014

United States Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Support for the Trinity County Department of Transportation’s TIGER Planning Grant Application for
the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study

Dear Application Review Committee:

On behalf of the Land Bridge Alliance (LBA), | would like to express our support for the Trinity County
Department of Transportation’s TIGER Planning Grant Application for the Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study.

The Land Bridge Alliance (LBA) is a California Non-Profit organization that was established to educate on
the concept of a rail line connecting Humboldt Bay’s deepwater harbor in Northern California with a
national rail system connection in the Sacramento Valley. LBA was also formed to provide funding and
in-kind services related to the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study. In that light, the LBA is
privileged to offer $35,000 of cash/in-kind contributions as a match toward the completion of the
Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study.

We truly believe that if the grant is funded and if an east-west rail is determined to be feasible, that it
will be a social and economic game-changer for all of northern California. Therefore we wholeheartedly
encourage USDOT to fund the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study.

If you need any additional information on LBA’s support for the Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study, please contact me.

Sincerely,

y A —— 2
ey — % % N > - e
% Tyson: H/ﬁ o
Chair

1310 6" Street, Eureka, CA 95501 www. landbridgealliance.com davidwtyson@gmail.com






CENTER FOR
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY CHICD

California State University, Chico
Chico, CA 95929-0765

Office: 530.898.4598
Fax: 530.808.4734

www.cedcal.com

United States Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretary

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Subject: Support for the Trinity County Department of Transportation's

TIGER Planning Grant Application for the Upstate California RailConnect
Feasibility Study

Dear Application Review Committee:

On behalf of the Center for Economic Development (CED) at California State
University, Chico, we appreciate this opportunity to extend our support for the
Trinity County Transportation Commission’s TIGER Planning Grant
Application for the Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study. A regional

oversight group, the UpState RailConnect Committee, has been formed and has
developed a robust scope of work for the study.

The Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study is proposed to provide critical
information on the development of a new rail route connecting the underutilized, deep
water harbor at Humboldt Bay with the national rail system in the Sacramento Valley.
Humboldt Bay is the only deep water harbor in the State of California without an
active national rail system connection. While this lack of rail connectivity has
severely limited the economic potential of Humboldt’s harbor, the communities we

represent in inland Northern California would benefit greatly from increased port
acCCess.

Our area includes California’s agriculturally-rich Central Valley. Our business
partners have a difficult time moving product through the Port of Oakland. Local
alternative ports, including the ports of Sacramento, Stockton, Benicia, and Richmond
each have their own challenges — either their draft is too low or they aren’t able to
ship products in containers. The idea of installing a reliable rail link to the Port of
Humboldt is intriguing because that port has sufficient land area to build a container
yard and has sufficient draft to accommodate most vessels currently carrying
agricultural products from the Central Valley to Asian markets.

The Upstate California RailConnect Feasibility Study has CED’s enthusiastic

support. If you need any additional information related to our support, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

A
Warren Jensen
Assoc. Director of Research





HUMBOLDT COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS
611 1 Street, Suite B

Eurcka, CA 953501

(707) 444-8208

him://www.heaognet

\pril 17, 2014

United States Department of Transportation
Office of the Secretan

1200 New Jersey \venue, SI-

Washington, DC 20590

Subject: Support for the Trinity County Transportation Commission’s TIGER Planning Grant Application
for the UpState California RailConnect Feasibility Study

Dear .\pplication Review Committec:

On behalf of the IHumboldt County Association of Governments (HCAOG), we appreciate this opportunity to
extend our support for the Trinity County Transportation Commission’s TIGER Planning Grant Application
for the UpState California RailConnect Feasibility Study.

HICAOG represents a rural county (IHumboldt County) in the State of California with seven incorporated citics and
cight federally recognized tribes. \s the regional wransportation planning agency for Humboldt County, 11CAOG
works closely with multple public and private partners to coordinate transportation projects in the region,

I'he UpState California RailConnect Feasibility Study is proposed to provide critcal information on the
development of a new rail route connecting the underutilized, deep water harbor at Ilumboldr Bay with the national
rail system in the Sacramento Valley. [lumboldt Bay is the only deep water harbor in the State of California without
an active national rail system connecuon. This lack of rail connecuvity has not only severely limited the economic

potential of Ilumbold’s harbor but has also limited export opportunities from California’s agnculeurally-rich
Sacramento Valley.

Due to the fact that the proposed rail line coneept covers approximately 240 miles and covers three counties, a
regional oversight group has been formed. This group, the UpState RailConnect Committee (L' RCC), is comprised of
representatives from the City of Eureka, County of Humboldt, County of Trinity, County of ‘I'chama, Upstate
California Fconomic Development Council and the Northern California Tribal Chairman’s Association. The URCC
has worked for more than a year to garner support for the proposed study from more than 50 government agency,
business, labor, educaton, law enforcement and non-profit organizations; collected public input on the concept at
over 30 presentations; and have developed a robust scope of wortk for the study.

"The UpState California RailConnect Feasibility Study is ready to go and has [ICAOG’s support. 1f you need am
additional information related to our support, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Marcella Clem
HCAOG Lxecutive Director





Jon Clark
Butte County Assn. of Governments

Scott Lanphier
Colusa County Transportation Comm.

Tamera Leighton
Del Norte Local Transportation Comm.

John Linhart
Glenn County Transportation Comm.

Marcella Clem
Humboldt County Assodation of Govt.

Lisa Davey-Bates
Lake Co City/Area Planning Comm.

Larry Millar
Lassen County Transportation Comm.

Phil Dow
Mendocino County Coundl of Governments

Debbie Pedersen
Modoc County Transportation Comm.

Dantel Landon
Nevada County Transportation Comm.

Robert Perreault
Plumas County Transportation Comm.

Daniel S. Little

Tim Beals
Sierra County Transportation Comm.

Melissa Cummins
Siskiyou County Local Trans. Comm.

Gary Antone
Tehama County Transportation Comm.

Richard Tippett
Trinity County Transportation Comm.

North State Su per Reqion

1255 East Street, Suite 202, Redding, CA 96001
(530) 262-6190 nssrl6@gmail.com

www.superregion.org
Marcella Clem, Chair

April 21, 2014

The Honorable Anthony Foxx

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Support for the Trinity County Department of Transportation’s TIGER
Planning Grant Application for the UpState California RailConnect Feasibility
Study

Dear Secretary Foxx,

I am writing on behalf of the North State Super Region (NSSR), a partnership
representing the sixteen northern California Regional Transportation Planning
Agencies. We represent 26% of California’s total land area that contains 37% of
California’s State and federal roads. The primary focus of the NSSR is to support
economic development, access, and efficient goods movement through strategic
transportation network investments.

The North State’s transportation system needs to serve a variety of export industries
important to the state economy including agricultural production, manufacturing, timber
and forest products, as well as retail and service industries. The North State is currently
served by two Class | railroads = the Union Pacific {UP) and the Burlington Northern Santa
Fe (BNSF), yet there is no rail link to the deep-water Port of Humboldt Bay. The Trinity
County Transportation Commission’s request for 2014 Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) planning grant will provide critical information on
the development of a new rail route connecting our transportation system which will add
import to our export economy. The study has strong partnerships throughout northern

California. The feasibility study is the first step to improve economic connections between
the most highly populated areas of the NSSR and improve intermodal connectivity for the
| nation.

Shasta Regional Transportation Agency/MPO "

Transportation is vital to the nation’s economy and a complete transportation system is
essential in times of disaster. We urge the Department of Transportation to recognize
the collaborative efforts of the NSSR in your selection process.

e
Marcelktlem,(air

North State Super Region

-

cc: Richard Tippett, Trinity County Transportation Commission
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RESOLUTION NO. 2012-02

A RESOLUTION OF T.HE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EUREKA SUPPORTING
THE HUMBOLDT BAY ALTERNATIVE RAIL ROUTE FEASIBILITY STUDY

WHEREAS, modern transportation infrastructure is salient to the future security and
economic development of the Port of Humboldt Bay, Humboldt County and northern
Califarnia; and -

WHEREAS, the economic impact of an active rail connection from the national rail
system to Humboldt Bay is quantifiable by two recent missed opportunities that resulted
in approximately $25 million per year of lost economic value to our community because
the two shipping opportunities located elsewhere due to the lack of an active rail
connection to Humboldt Bay; and

WHEREAS, a study analyzing an east-west alternative rail route connecting Humboldt
Bay to the national rail system would provide valuable information on the feasibility of
restoring rail service to Humboldt Bay; and

WHEREAS the Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study has been
conceptually proposed to analyze the concept of developing an east-west alternative rail
route from the national rail system to Humboldt Bay; and

WHEREAS, a new easterly route would likely connect Humboldt Bay to the existing
Union Pacific main rail line just south of Red Bluff near Gerber, CA: and

WHEREAS, this potential new route, at approximately 125 miles long, is roughly half of
the length of the existing Northwestern Pacific rail line and involves a fraction of the
tunnels, bridges and signaled crossings of the existing rail line; and

WHEREAS, the Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study is proposed to
include a literature review on the history of this route, identification of a proposed route
along with alternatives, identification of land ownerships along the proposed route, a
conceptual development plan that includes rail ownership and governance, preliminary
engineering feasibility, highway connectors and any proposed modifications to improve
highway/rail interface, estimated permitting needs, estimated environmental issues and
mitigations, and estimated development costs and timeline; and





RESOLUTION NO. 2012-02
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WHEREAS, an easterly route could incorporate the Humboldt Bay Short Rail portion of
the existing NCRA right-of-way from South Fork to Samoa when it became operational;

and

WHEREAS, exploring an alternative rail route would provide valuable information on
transportation options for economic development, as well as establishing a reliable
connection to areas outside the local community when natural disasters or other events

isolate the Humboldt Bay region; and

WHEREAS, the proposed study would provide data for both our decision makers and
for those wanting to make investments in the Humboldt Bay region; and

WHEREAS, due to the apparent economic potential of a rail line connecting Humboldt
Bay to the national rail system, the City of Eureka now has an opportunity to lead an
effort to explore the feasibility of an alternate rail route to the east.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Eureka to
support, as a public governing body, a feasibility study of an alternative (eastern) rail

route to connect Humboldt Bay to the national rail system; and

Be it Further Resolved that the City of Eureka does hereby agree to participate in a
public/private effort to acquire funding and technical support to insure the success of the

Humboldf Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study; and

Be it Further Resolved that the City of Eureka does hereby agree to meet and promote
with HCOAG and other jurisdictions regarding a conceptual route to insure the success
of the Humboldt Bay Rail Route Feasibility Study Alternative.





RESOLUTION NO. 2012-02
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Eureka in the
County of Humboldt, State of California, on the 17th day of January, 2012 by the
following vote:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS BRADY, ATKINS, NEWMAN, CIARABELLINI
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS MADSEN

ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS

XW

Frank J Jager Mayor of tré?ty of Eureka

Altest:

st Q) Ry

U
Pamela J. Powell, City Clerk

Approved as to Administration: Approved as to form:

m

David W. Tysorf, City Manager

ilson, City Attorney





R T ST i
675 Wildwood Avenue

Rio Dell, CA 95562
(707) 764-3532

May 2, 2012

" RE: Northern California East/West Rail Feasibility Study

To Whom It May Concem:

The City Council of the City of Rio Dell supports a study to assess the feasibility
of a new railroad line betwéeen Humboldt Bay and the Northern Sacramento

Valley, as acknowledged by attached Resolution No. 1139-2011. Rail access to

the area could open up new economic opportunities for business growth and
employment. Many interests in the community have joined together to advocate for

such a study.
In this effort the Cit); trusts you will give serious consideration to Mr. Nick

Angeloff’s proposal for a feasibility study of a project that has potential to
stimulate the economy of our region by providing new infrastructure that will

* comnecta major, underutilized port to the national rail system.
Respectfully on behaif of the City of Rio Dell City Council,

Ron Henrickson
-City Manager

CC Mayor and City Council






RESOLUTION NO. 1139-2011

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF RIO DELL SUPPORTING THE HUMBOLDT
BAY ALTERNATIVE RAIL ROUTE STUDY

WHEREAS, transportation infrastructure is salient to the future security and economic
Development of the Port of Humboldt Bay, Humboldt County and the northern coast of
California; and

WHEREAS, analyzing an east-west alternative rail route connectmg Humbeoldt Bay to
the national rail network is a viable study; and

WHEREAS, information on an alternative rail route would impact planning by local
communities, the Port of Humboldt and the NCRC and its operator; and

WHEREAS, exploring this option would provide valuable information on transportation
options for economic development, as well as establishing a reliable connection to areas
outside the local community when natural disasters or other events isolate us; and

WHEREAS, the economic impact of an active rail connection from the national rail
“network to Humboldt Bay is quantlﬁab]e in that two recent missed opportunities due to

the lack of an active rail connection have shown that the Harbor District lost

approximately $2 million per year in revenue and the commumty lost approximately $25
. million per year of economic value based in the economic stimulus afforded the two
small port communities that won those contracts; and

WHEREAS, the proposed study would provide data for both our decision makers and for
those wanting to make investments in the Humboldt Bay region; and

WHEREAS, the pufpose of the Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Study is to
analyze the concept of deve!opmg an east-west alternative rail route from the national rail
system to Humboldt Bay is approxzmately 125 miles relative to the 325 miles using the
existing Northwestern Pacific Railroad’s right-of-way; and

WHEREAS, a new easterly route would connect Humboldt Bay to the existing Union
Pacific main rail line just south of Red Bluff near Gerber, California; and

WI-IEREAS, this new route involves a fraction of the tunnels, bndges and signaled
crossings of the exxstmg rail line; and

WHEREAS, the study would involve a literature review on the history of this route,
identification of the proposed route, identification of land ownerships along the proposed
route, a conceptual development plan that includes rail ownership and governance,
preliminary engineering feasibility, highway connectors and any proposed modifications

ResolutionNo. 11302011 i Page 1






to improve highway/rail interface, estimated permitting needs, estimated environmental
issues and mitigations, and estimated development costs and timeline; and

WHEREAS, an easterly route could incorporate the Humboldt Bay Short Rail portion of
the existing NCRA right-of-way from South Fork to Samoa and eventually tie into the
Eel River portion when it became operational.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Rio Dell
as follows: '

The City of Rio Dell supports, as a public governing body, a feasibility study of an
eastern route for our railroad to connect to the national rail network.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rio Dell on this
20th day of December, 2011 by the following vote:

AYES: Mayor Woodall, Councilmembers Leonard, Marks, Thompson and Wilson
NOES: None :

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

Attest:

‘742/.% A ﬁ;’j,{ﬁ/}f’}ﬁfj
Kdre

n Dunham)\City Clerk






-

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-05

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FORTUNA SUPPORTING
THE HUMBOLDT BAY ALTERNATIVE RAIL ROUTE FEASIBILITY STUDY

WHEREAS, modern transportation infrastructure is salient to the future security and economic
development of the Port of Humboldt Bay, Humboldt County and northern California; and

WHEREAS, the economic impact of an active rail connection from the national rail system to
Humboldt Bay is quantifiable by two recent missed opportunities that resulted in approximately $25
million per year of lost economic value to our community because the two shipping opportunities
located elsewhere due to the lack of an active rail connection to Humboldt Bay; and

WHEREAS, a study analyzing an east-west alternative rail route connecting Humboldt Bay to the
national rail system would provide valuable information on the feasibility of restoring rail service to
Humboldt Bay; and

WHEREAS the Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study has been conceptually
proposed to analyze the concept of developing an east-west alternative rail route from the natip?ai
rail system to Humboldt Bay; and TR CE | i

o

WHEREAS, a new easterly route would likely connect Humboldt Bay to the existing ;h-;ﬁon y
Pacific main rail line just south of Red Bluff near Gerber, CA; and -

WHEREAS, this potential new route, at approximately 125 miles long, is roughly half of the length
of the existing Northwestern Pacific rail line and involves a fraction of the tunnels, bridges and
signaled crossings of the existing rail line; and

WHEREAS, the Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study is proposed to include a
literature review on the history of this route, identification of a proposed route along with
alternatives, identification of land ownerships along the proposed route, a conceptual development
plan that includes rail ownership and governance, preliminary engineering feasibility, highway
connectors and any proposed modifications to improve highway/rail interface, estimated permitting
needs, estimated environmental issues and mitigations, and estimated development costs and
timeline; and

WHEREAS, an casterly route could incorporate the Humboldt Bay Short Rail portion of the
existing NCRA right-of-way from South Fork to Samoa when it became operational; and

WHEREAS, e:églming an alternative rail route would provide valuable information on
transportation options for economic development, as well as establishing a reliable connection to
areas outside the local community when natural disasters or other events isolate the Humboldt Bay
region; and





WHEREAS, the proposed study would provide data for both our decision makers and for thosc
wanting to make investments in the Humboldt Bay region; and

WHEREAS, due to the apparent economic potential of a rail line connecting Humboldt Bay to the
national rail system, the City of Fortuna now has an opportunity to encourage and support the
efforts to explore the feasibility of an alternate rail route to the east.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Fortuna, as a public

governing body, to encourage and support a feasibility study of an alternative (eastern) rail route to
connect Humboldt Bay to the national rail gystem; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Fortuna does hereby agree to support the

public/private effort to acquire funding and technical support to insure the success of the Humboldt
Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Fortuna does hereby agree to meet and promote
with HCOAG and other jurisdictions regarding a conceptual route to insure the success of the
Humboldt Bay Rail Route Feasibility Study Alternative.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Fortuna in the County of
Humboldt, State of California, on the 6th day of February, 2012 by the following vote:

AYES: Council Member Glaser, Long, Losey, Mayor Pro Tem Zanzi, Mayor Strehl
NOES: None

ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

i ‘J." y

- hl,ayor

el
Jouglas






IN THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF TRINITY, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
17th day of April 2012

Resolution No. 2012-018

A RESOLUTION OF THE TRINITY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
SUPPPORTING THE HUMBOLDT BAY ALTERNATIVE RAIL ROUTE
FEASIBILTY STUDY

WHEREAS, modern transportation infrastructure is salient to the future security and
economic development of northern California, Trinity County, Humboldt County and the
Port of Humboldt Bay; and

WHEREAS, a study analyzing an east-west rail route connecting Humboldt Bay to the
national rail system would provide valuable information on the feasibility of restoring rail
service to Humboldt Bay: and

WHEREAS, the Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route F easibility Study has been
conceptually proposed to analyze the concept of developing an east-west alternative rail
route from the existing national rail system to Humboldt Bay; and

WHEREAS, Trinity County stands to gain the potential for an affordable means of
moving goods and products for the local and regional businesses operating in the county,
should the feasibility study show that an east-west rail route can be built; and

WHEREAS, Trinity County is a vital link for any future development of such a proposed
rail route and therefore desires to be included in any and all aspects of the discussions,
public hearings and planning for the feasibility study; and

WHEREAS, the Humbolds Bay Alternative Rail Route F easibility Study is proposed to
include a literature review on the history of this route, identification of a proposed route
along with alternatives, identification of land ownerships along a proposed route, a
conceptual development plan that includes rail ownership and governance, preliminary
engineering feasibility, highway connectors and any proposed modifications to improve
highway/rail interface, estimated permitting needs, estimated environmental issues and
mitigations, as well as an estimated developments costs and timeline, and

WHEREAS, exploring an alternative rail route would provide valuable information on
transportation options for economic development in the northern California region, as
well as establishing a reliable connection to areas outside local communities when natural
disasters or other events occur, and

WHEREAS, the proposed study would provide the needed data for local decision makers,
potential investors, existing local businesses, the residents of Trinity & Humboldt
Counties, the City of Eureka and Humboldt Bay as well northern California to determine
a viable economic path for the movement of goods and transportation, '





NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Trinity County Board of Supervisors,
in recognition of the economic hardships and potential opportunities for Humboldt Bay,
Trinity County, as well as the remainder of northern California, do hereby support the

feasibility study of an alternative east-west rail route to connect Humboldt Bay to the
national rail system; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Trinity County Board of Supervisors does hereby
agree to participate to the fullest extent fiscally possible in the public/private effort to

acquire funding and technical support to ensure the success of the Humboldt Bay
Alrernative Rail Route Feasibility Study '

_ Upon motion of Supervisor Chapman, seconded by Supervisor Otto, and on the
following role call vote, to-wit:

AYES: Supervisors Otto, Chapman, Pflueger and Jaegel
NOES: Supervisor Morris

ABSENT: None

ABSTAINING: None

The foregoing resolution is hereby adom

ANTON R. JAEGEL, irm.
Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

] : S /e /-_J",
WENDY &. TYLER®
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

The foregoing is a correct-copy.-of .the
original instrument on file in this office.
Attest: WENDY G. TYLER

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of

the County of Trinlty, State of
Californla,

By:





Board of Supervisors =

~ COUNTY OF TEHAMA

District 1 - Gregg Avilla
District 2 - George Russell
District 3 — Dennis Garton
District 4 — Bob Williams
District 5 - Ron Warner

Williams J. Goodwin
Chief Administrator

April 3,2012

. .Mr. David Tyson
Eureka City Manager
551 K Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Re: East-West Rail Route Ajtcmative — Humboldt Bay to Tehama County
Dear Mr. Tyson:

Tehama County supports the City of Eureka’s efforts to analyze the concept of
developing an east-west rail route that would connect Humboldt Bay to the national rail
system in Tehama County. ;

We agree that Tehama County is the logical eastern connection point for many reasons,
including: -

*  Connectivity within Central Tehama County to both the I-5 corridor and
the national rail system.

e  Available land to create a multi-modal terminal,

»  Existing international market for Tehama, Glenn and Butte County olives,
bulk fruits and nuts which cnrrently are shipped through Stockton and
Oakland to Pacific Rim countries. ' i

e Potential for private investment capital upon completion of the feasibility
analysis. '

While Tehama County will not be participating financially in the study we are supportive
of your efforts and are willing to consider providing additional letters of support for’
specific funding source requests in the future. -

Robert Wiiliéms, Chairman
Board of Supervisors

PO. Box 250 » 727 Oak Street, Red Bluff, CA 96080 (530) 527-4655 = FAX (530) 529-0980
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HUMBOLDT : W Lt
CITY CLERK

Office of the President

Mayor Frank Jager June 8, 2012

Members of the Eureka City Council

City of Eureka

531 "K" Street

Eureka, CA 95501
Dear Mayor Jager:

I was very pleased to learn about the initiative to develop an East-West rail line from Humboldt
County to Gerber or Redding at a presentation by several of your colleagues at Humboldt State
University. Our region suffers from poor transportation and the consequences of this for our
economy are apparent. The California Center for Rural Policy on the campus of Humboldt State
University did a study a few years ago of our economy, and its affects on our citizens. Consider the
following information they found (Report at http://www.hum boldt.edu/cerp/blog/rural-poverty-its-
health-impacts-look-poverty-redwood-coast-region) for our region.

* According to the U.S. Census, 2000, poverty rates are higher in the Redwood Coast Region
than in the U.S. and California.

* The groups with the highest poverty rates in the Redwood Coast Region are children
(particularly children under age 5), families headed by single women with children and the
Black/ African American population.

* Compared to California and the United States, the Redwood Coast Region has higher
poverty rates for every race/ethnicity.

The decline in the fishing and lumber industries means that we must develop other businesses
and make use of our wonderful Humboldt Bay. I believe this can be accomplished without
seriously harming our beautiful natural environment. The development of this rail line would also
be a significant benefit for Humboldt State University and its students, faculty and staff. Many of
our students who come from elsewhere in the state and nation would like to stay in Humboldt but
cannot find appropriate positions here. The development of a new rail line and the businesses it
will support will provide new opportunities for them.

The construction of a new rail line will require a significant investment and thus the feasibility
study you are proposing is critical to its potential success. I believe my colleagues at Humboldt
State University could participate in such a study and provide information about the business,
economic and environmental implications of this proposal.

Thanks to you and your colleagues for proposing this study. We must develop ways to support
our community and this is a good idea.

Sincerely,

Rollin C. Richmond

President
cc: Mr. David W. Tyson, City Manager
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Humboldt County Board of Supervisors
825 5" Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Dear Members, Board of Supervisors:

SUBJECT: SUPPORT OF THE PROPOSED RATLROAD FEASIBLITY STUDY

Recently, I have been informed of growing community interest in pursuing a formal study of the
potential economic benefits of a west to east railroad connection linking the coast with Red
Bluff. For a variety of reasons, I am strongly in favor of the Humboldt County-Board of
Supervisors actively participating in this effort. In fact, I think the County should take a major
role in organizing and helping to obtain the economic resources required to conduct a °
comprehensive study surrounding the question of railroad connection viability.

I have personally observed one-third of our K-12 student population disappear over the years
primarily due to the decreasing economic opportunities provided young families in our area, and
that trend in student enrollment decline continues. While schoals are making great strides in
trying to provide a strong, capable workforee for the future, it is imperative that our local -
economy become more diversified if we wish to see significant changes to this trend. Itis
conceivable that our untapped harbor resources could be a key in helping to provide just such
diversity. A feasibility study would help provide the information necessary for decision makers
to determine if there is sufficient ROI from the potential boost to new harbor activities and other

economic impacts if a railroad connection were in existence.

By having the County play a lead role in this effort, it is likely that the State of California could
also be encouraged to become involved. Undoubtedly, if at some point Humboldt Bay were to
be established as a viable port of call for Asian shipping, it would have positive economic
reverberations for the entire state. The time certainly seems right for this study to be undertaken.

Sin

Garry T. Eagles, Ph.D.
Humboldt County Superintendent
of Schools

GTE:gb
¢: Railroad Feasibiltiy Study Group





HUMBOLDT COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

MICHAEL T. DOWNEY, SHERIFF

MAIN STATION
CIVILICRURTS 826 FOURTH STREET « EUREKA CA 95501-0516 CURTODY BERVICES
Rl PHONE (707) 445.7254 = FAX (707) 445-7208 AT Sr-ae
August 17, 2012
Mayor Frank Jager
City of Eurcka

531 “K™ Street
Eureka, Ca. 95501

Dear Mayor Jager:

I want to express my excitement in regards to the feasibility study to be conducted
regarding a East-West rail line. Our county is in a transition period from what used to be
our most reliable industries to a new economic based subsitutte, which will hopefully
return cconomic viability to our region.

I view this endeavor as a way 1o secure a new transportation hub here on the North Coast
that will bring economic growth as well as providing a viable alternative for the
transportation of goods throughout the west coast region.

I realize the costs associated with this project will be significant but 1 also rcalize this will

result in long term viability and stability for our area. Thank you for your efforts and in
proposing such a study and 1 support those efforts as Sheriff of Humboldt County,

Sincerel

Michael T, Domm)':gheriff

Humbeldt County

MCKINLEYVILLE STATION HOOPA STATION ‘GARBERVILLE STATION ANIMAL CONTROL
(707) 839-3857 {530) 8254231 (707) 923-2761 (707) 8409122
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June 21, 2012

blayor Frank Jager and

Mernbers of the Eureka City Council
531 K Strest

Eurekz CTA 95581

Re: Eureka Police Department Support of a Feasisility Study
_Mayor Jager,

A slrong economy reduces crime by putting the Cilizens of the Nogtheoast back
to work and providing o broad tax base sni}m’t lscat law enforcemeant and
menial health agancies. The economis Impasct of an astive rall connection from
the national rail systen inthe Sacramento Valey to the deemater seapart @t

Humboidt Bay would increase the potential for job creation on the Northcoast A
study analyzing the feasibiity of a new rall route comnesting Humbeldt Bav fc the
naticnal rad system would provide valuable informmstion on viabilily of such &
transpartation conmection.

It i my understanding that 2 Feasibility Study swould address such issues as !:hﬂ
identification of a proposed route along wilh allematives; identification of lans
gwnerships afong the proposad roule, a concepusl {iemlnpmam plan that
inciudes rail ownership and govemance, preliminary ammaermg faasi bm,n
highway connectors and any pmpased modifications o improve highwayira
mtgrface, estimatad paruting needs, estimated snvironimertal issues arﬁ
miigations, addittons! uses of the new rail corrider such as fiber optic, traf, &g
assesement of potential markets; sstimated ﬂ&wﬁ{mam costs, basis markes!
analysis and timeling, A siudy would provide dats for decision makers, busness
%ea‘:lers and thess wanting to maks investments on the Notheoast.

I whalehearedly supsort such 3 ﬁ?uﬂy anc encourage the City of Eurska i
pursua g Feas h:nﬁ; Study with all haste,

Sincensly,

Criet b Harm

Euraks Police Department





Wigot Tribe

December 12, 2011

Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Study

The Wiyot Tribe has resolved to support the re-establishment of the rail connection to the
National Rail Network with a preference for an eastern route in August of 2011,

The Wiyot Tribe has a keen interest in becoming active in port activities including
- ownership or lease of facilities for the purposes of mariculture both offshore and onshore,
participation in short sea shipping, tourism and international trade. Given our track of
- entering into port activities within our ancestral territory, we believe that a connection to
the National Rail Network will be necessary to establish a thriving business. . This
connection, coupled with mariculture, tourism and short sea shipping will provide the

necessary components for the long term success of the local cconomy and the port
facilities. . : ' ' '

Our recent efforts have included developing relationships with national and international
investors to support both our entry into the port facilities and the establishment of a short
line tourist rail as well as a connection to the National Rail Network. Multiple investors
have commented on the potential of the Port on Humboldt Bay, agreeing that the port
becomes substantially more attractive as an investment opportunity with a connection to
the National Rail Network. =~ -~ : \

- These investors have requested that the region show public support for a Iargc scale
project that would provide this connection before they commit their capital. To be clear, -

there are multiple investors who will consider funding a rail connection on the scale on =

one billion dollars if they are given confidence that the project would be supported by the

‘regional public agencies and facilitated by the regulatory bodies. Also to be clear, the - |

Wiyot Tribe believes that both this rail connection and port. development must be -
conducted in an environmentally sensible manner and that rajl is more environmentally
sensitive than our current, inefficient transportation systems. Under these parameters, we
can flourish economically within a healthy and attractive environment; there is no need to
choose one over another. ' o o ¥

In this context and with deep respect, we believe that analyzing an east-west alternative
rail route is an appropriate use for the approximately $259,000 ISTEA funds currently
under consideration by the Humboldt Bay Harbor; Recreation and Conservation District.

Respectfully,
' 12/15/2011

X '7//L.o/m y 4 SN

Theodore Hernandez
Chairman Wiyot Tribe
Signed by: Theodore Hernandez






Wiyot Tribe

RESOLUTION NO. 11:22
DATE APPROVED: 7/25/11
RE: Support for the restoration.of rail service from Humbpoldt Bay to the National Rail

Network.,

WHEREAS, the Wiyot Tribe is .a federally recognized sovereign | ‘Indian tribe with
' o sél-govern ‘as recognized by the Federal Government of the

i o g gt

REAS, the Wiyot Tribe has-the authority ‘and administrative capabzhty to pmvxde
-Servj oes,__anﬁﬁ' s and ‘programs under the guidelines set-forth in'25 4
. and established tribal policy through:the Wiyot Tribal Busmess

Cmmcll md

EAS, the Wiyot Tribe identifies as priority ‘the restoration of rail service from
Himboldt Bay to the National Rail Network, and;

WHEREAS, the Wiyot Tribe: recognizes that the Humboldt Bay Region is in-dire need
of decent paging jobs with benefits to atfract:our children to remaining in
and‘contributing to strengthenin

g-out-economy,:and;

AS, the Wiyot Tribe recognizes that restordtion of rail service connegnng
Humboldt Bayto the National Rail Network will prowde a key ‘economic
engme for the revitalization of our local économy and is-essential ‘to the
‘development of modern port facilities on Humboldt Bay for the"import
.and éxport: ofgaods and,

/AS, the Wiyot Tribe recognizes that freight zail transport is the most efficient
and -environmentally sound option for Jand transportation in Humboldt
County;-and,

WHEREAS, the Wiyt Tribe recognizes that:a rail system will enhance the economy and.
security of the Nation: by providing :an -alternative point of access for
international commerce; and,

WHEREAS, the ‘Wiyot Tribe realizes that federal and state treasuries will likely be
uiigvailable to- fund: the entirety of a rail project and therefore encourages’

Page 10f2

1000 Wiyot Drive - Loleta, California 95551 - (707) 733-5055 - (800) 3887633 - FAX (707) 7335601





Resolution No. 1122
Date: 7/25/11

‘the support :of private ‘investment ‘to establish 2 rail connection to ‘the
‘National Rail Network, including the possibility ‘of a2 rail line ‘from
Enreka/Fairhaven east to:the Red-Bhiff area; and,,

‘WHEREAS, the Wiyot Tribe discourages the current railbanking efforts as unwise:dus
‘10 'the high potential that the process would effectively foreclose forever,
‘the use of the rail £or ¢ economic revitalization as any railbanked right of
‘way ‘mor than 50 miles ‘in Jength has ever been returned 1o freight r4il
service;,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tribal :Council of the ‘Wiyot Tribe harc”by

supports efforts to ‘revitalize our local ofy by restoring rail service
ﬁom"Hum’boldt Bay'to the National Rail Network,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tribal Council-of the: ‘Wiyot Tribe opposes-the
eutrent efforts fo railbank our existing tail ‘right of way and-encourapes
other regional leaders to-support and bereceptive to:cfforts at establishing
atdil conriection from Humboldt/Bay tothe National Rail Network,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tribal:Council of the W}yot Tribe shall have
‘thc nght tcx revacw all appllcaimns, contracts, mociif‘ cauons of - othm

its or modifications.

***CERTIFICATION***

¢ undersigned, a Chairperson 'of the Téble Bluff Reservation - Wiyot Tribe, do
hereby: certify that Resoluhon 0. 11-22-was approved by the Tribal Business Council &t
the regularly scheduled meeting on this 25% day -of July, 2011, This Resolution was
approved by a vote of 4 _° _0_Kiyowl, with _0_ abstaining.. This Resolution has not.

been msqmded or amended in an}r way.

el






_Northern Californ

City of Emreka
Attn: City Maneger
531 K Strest
Eureka, CA 95501

=N\ Land Bridge Alliance
B 1310 Sixth Street
2% BEnreka, CA 95501

meeieacs RE: Letter of support for a feasibility study to determine the viability of an east to west rail connection ===
to the nation rail network,

ia Tribal Chairmen's Association

Land Bridge Alliance,

The Northern California Tribal Chairmen’s Association supports 2 feasibility study of an east to west
1ail alignment that would connect Humboldt County to the Northern Sacramento Valley. Northwestern
California businesses, tribal businesses included, experience & competitive disadvantage that is directly \
) attributable to transportation costs and the lack of a connection to the national rail network. The oS

NCTCA recognizes the regional need for living wage jobs with benefits in order to attract onr children Hocpn Wil Bie
to remain in the area and contribute to growing & strong economic base. The NCTCA. would like to bet~
ter understand the economic costs and benefits associated with a new rail connection and a feasibility
study will provide the information required to conduct an analysis of the benefits afforded our individual
tribes. :

RA
Rail and ship are the most efficient and environmentally sound transportation options, With growing S5
concerns over climate and environmental change, and their impact on the natural resources upon which 2

* our respective membership depends, the NCTCA. views the freight and passenger rail as an environmen- N o
fally sound option into the firture. While we are aware that the construction of a new rail will cause im- Q) & § &
mediate impacts, we do not know the extent of these impacts relative to the long-term environmental 4 {
benefits; a feasibility study will better inform us as to the costs and benefits to the environment on which e sehes
our culture and traditions depend. : _

The potential of a project such as this to stimulate the economy of our port to increase international jm-
port and export beyond local resources and products into regional and national markets has the potential =
to provide substantial economic benefits while affecting minimal impacts to our way of life. The project 571
has been described as & Jand bridge between Fumboldt Bay and the Nation; the NCTCA. would Iiks the (g
y opportunity to review an analysis of the potential markets associated with & new rail connection. A foa- \ e
sibility study would provide this information for our respective Tribes. ‘

It is therefore the opinion of the NCTCA that we support the efforts of the Land Bridge Alliance to fund
a feasibility study which will identify a potential east to west connection to the national rail network,
identify potential environmental impacts, define the cost of the project, identify the potential economic
benefits, and provide an understanding of the markets that would wtilize this rail. With this information
our respective Tribes can better understand the impacts and benefits of the proposed project.






USIDA  United States Shasta-Trinity National Forest 3644 Avtech Parkway

Zaigms Department of Agriculture  Headquarters Redding, CA 96002
(530) 226-2500
Forest Service (530) 226-2490 - TDD :
http://www.fs.usda.gov/stnf
File Code: 1500/5460
Date:
AREld 6 e 20,12
. ek
David Tyson ﬁg : J $E
City Manager B ) K :
The City of Eureka APR ¥ 1201
531 K Street CITY. CLERK
Eureka, CA 95501 :
Dear Mr. Tyson:

The Shasta-Trinity National Forest supports the efforts of the City of Eureka and. other
organizations to explore the feasibility of an alternate rail route in connecting the Port of
Humboldt Bay to the national rail network in the Redding/Red Bluff area.

Any proposed east-west rail route connecting the coast to the Sacramento valley rail line would
cross through portions of National Forest System lands, managed by the Shasta-Trinity National
Forest. I recognize the potential economic benefits of a rail connection from the national rail

system to Humboldt Bay and support the concept of doing a feasibility study to provide valuable
information associated with constructing such a connection.

Sincerely,

L

"SHARON HE 0D
Forest Supervisor

cc: Trinity County Board of Supervisors

Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed an Rasvelad Paner 6





USIDA United States Forest Six Rivers 1330 Bayshore Way

Zgem Department of Service National Forest Eureka, CA 95501-3841

' Agriculture (707) 442-1721 Text (TTY)
(707) 442-1721 Voice

File Code: 1500/5460
Date: February 29, 2012

David Tyson

City Manager

The City of Eureka
531 K Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Dear Mr. Tyson, At i n XK

The Six Rivers National Forest supports the efforts of the City of Eureka and other organizations
to explore the feasibility study of an alternate rail route in connecting the Port of Humboldt Bay
to the national rail network in the Redding/Red Bluff region.

Any proposed East/West coast to Sacramento valley rail line would cross through portions of
National Forest system lands.

I met with Mr. Nick Angeloff and discussed:

o Literature review on the history of the one route surveyed in the early part of the 20"
century

o Identification of potential routes from no less than three alternative routes
e discussion of land ownership along the potential routs

e A conceptual development plan
The Six Rivers National Forest supports the East/West alternative rail route feasibility study.

o

—

Sincerely,

-

TYRONE KELLEY
Forest Supervisor

cc: Nick Angeloff

S o
Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper W





UPSTATE CALIFORNIA RAILCONNECT
FEASIBILITY STUDY

Letters from Various Business,
Labor, Law Enforcement, Educational
and Other Groups Supporting the
Concept of a Feasibility Study





UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD

10031 Foolhills Sivd, Scolt D. Moora  Vice President Public Affairs - West
Roseville, California 85747

P B16 788 G015

August 31,2012

Mayor Jager and City Council
Eureka City Council

531 K Street

Eureka, CA 95501

RE: East West Rail Feasibility Study
Dear Mayor Jager and City Council:

On behalf of Union Pacific Railroad (UP), I am writing in regards to your community’s interest
in further development of the deep water harbor at Humboldt Bay. Specifically this letter is to
comment on the proposal to conduct an analysis of the feasibility of constructing a new east-west.
rail line from your area to the existing national rail system.

UP has followed with great interest the ongoing discussion in your region about the need to be
tied into the national rail system as a mefhod of more fully developing Humboldt Bay.
Operating the largest rail network in the United States with over 32,000 miles of track in 23
western states, UP certainly agrees that the most efficient ways to move goods is by rail. The
potential of a new, state of the art rail connection from one of California’s deep water harbors
could create significant opportunities for your region.

UP will continue to monitor the progress of this discussion and if you move forward with the
discussed feasibility study of constructing a new east-west rail line, UP stands ready to cooperate
in studying how such line can best connect into out existing rail system. This s indeed an
exciting project and UP looks forward to working with you and your representatives.

_ |

cott D. Moore

wWsreLup.com . {IH'T BUILDING AMERICA®






" NORTHWESTERN

PACIFIC
RAILROAD
COMPANY
December 12, 2011
Miké Wilson
-Commissioner Division 3
Humboldt Bay Harbor

Recreation & Conservation District
601 Startare Drive A
P.O.Box 1030

Eureka, CA 95502-1020

Dear Commissioner Wilson:

The Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company (NWP Co.) operates and is providing rail
freight service on a 61-mile long portion of the NWP Co., between Windsor and Brazos
Jet. (Lombard), CA. NWP Co. also holds options to operate the Eel River Block between

Willits and South Fork and separately, the Humboldt Bay Block from South Fork to the
Somoa/Arcata area. g Coe -

- AsNCRA'’s designated contract operator, NWP Co. would like to express its support for
the Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Study which has been proposed be undertaken

- by the District. We understand that the purpose of this Study is to analyze the concept of

developing an east-west alternative rail route that would connect Humboldt Bay to the

national rail system in the area of Red Bluff, CA. It is NWP Co.’s opinion that such an

alternative east-west rail route is an appropriate option to consider and that it should be

evaluated at this time. - e i A

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. Please let me know if there
are questions. b o : : :

Sincerely,

b i

ohn H. Williams.
President

~ ¢¢: Douglas H. Bosco
Christopher J. Neary
Mitch Stogner

Pete Oringer

206369.doc

250 Cambridge Avenue = Suite 104 + Palo Alto, CA 94306-1554. = (650)289-9850 = Fax (650)289-9856
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= mjani@mendoco.com

Humboldt Redwood ' | : PO.Box 712

COMPANY. LLC. _ . 125 Main Street
| ' Scotia, CA 95565

(707) 764-4403

www.hrcllc.com

December 14, 2011

Mr. Mike Wilson, President
And g =3 _
Humboldt Bay Harbor Commissioners
Humboldt Bay Harbor Recreation and Conservation District
~ P.0. Box 1030 ' ' '
Eureka, CA. 95502

Attn: Ms Pat_ty Tyso‘h, Interim Executive Officer
RE: Letter of Support - Alternative Rail Study
Dear Mr. Wilson and Commissioners:

We understand that you are"considering_options for the use of available federal grant
resources _(.TEA-Zl f_u-nds)'foi-_.proposed transportation projects and would encourage
you to give the highest consideration and approval for the proposed study that &
examines the feasibility of an alternative East-West rail route. The access to rail is very
important to the long term.economic viability of Humbaldt County and many of the
businesses that reside here. Given the many known envi ronmental challenges that the
N-5 line faces, a study that looks at possible alternative is an appropriate use for the
ISTEA funds and it will help to inform many local and regional planning efforts.

As the forests.of Humboldt County grow, landowners and forest product companies will

need to be able to grow and expand as well to emerging markets well beyond the

County line. Reliable rail service will become increasingly important in that effort. This
‘study is an important step in that direction. S

Sincerely S

Michael E. Jani. ;; -

(707) 463-5114.





Sierra Pacific Industries

P.O. Box 496028 + Redding, CA 96049-6028 + (530) 378.8000

December 18, 2012

Mayor Frank J. Jager
Eureka City Hall

531 K Street, Room 208
Eureka, CA 95501-1146

Re: Support of Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study

Dear Mayor Jager:

Sierra Pacific Industries supports the undertaking of a feasibility assessment for a
proposed rail line between Humboldt and Tehama Counties. We believe it is in
the economic interest of all of Northern California to establish a commercial rail
line from the Central Valley to the North Coast. A feasibility study would be a
positive first step toward achieving that objective.

As a manufacturer of wood products in both counties, and indeed, across much
of northern California, SPI currently ships lumber and wood byproducts from
the Port of Humboldt Bay. A rail line from the Central Valley would allow us to
economically ship more finished products and byproducts to other states and
overseas, creating more market Opportunities, and helping to stabilize
employment in the wood products industry.

Overall, we think that a trans-county rail line would provide a tremendous boost
to Northern California’s struggling economy. However, a study must first be
undertaken to gather sufficient information regarding the costs and benefits of a
rail line. We urge the City of Eureka to support and facilitate the proposed
feasibility study.

Sincerely,

e

A.A. Red Emmerson
President and Chairman, Emeritus

cc: Eureka City Council Members
William G. Bertain





AV GREEN DIAMOND m@
RESOURCE COMPANY CALIFORNIA
REDWOOD

Mayor Frank J. Jager
Eureka City Hall

531 K Street, Room 208
Eureka, CA 95501-1146

January 16, 2013
Re: East-West Rail Feasibility Study

Dear Mayor Jager:

Green Diamond Resource and California Redwood Companies have reviewed the
preliminary information and we support a feasibility assessment for proposed rail
service that would connect the Port of Humboldt Bay with the Sacramento Val-
ley. We recognize this would be a significant undertaking and believe the feasibil-
ity analysis would provide needed information to better understand issues sur-
rounding the construction and maintenance of the rail line as well as anticipated
freight opportunities.

We have operations at and near the Port of Humboldt, and a remanufacturing/
distribution center in Yolo County. Depending on freight rates, an east-west rail-
road could be of benefit for east-bound shipments to our customers as well as our
satellite facility. We are also in the process of re-opening a chip handing facility on
Humboldt Bay that could potentially benefit from west-bound shipments of wood
chips from the Sacramento Valley.

The feasibility analysis is an important first step to understand the costs and bene-
fits of the proposed rail line. We respectfully request your support of this study.

Sincerely,
Neal Ewald Carl Schoenhofer

Vice President and General Manager Vice President and General Manager
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CITY MANAGER

HUMBOLDT ASSOCIATION
. OF REALTORS®

September 20, 2012

David Tyson, City Manager
City of Eureka

531 K Street

Eureka, California 95501

Dear Manager Tyson:

The Humboldt Association of REALTORS® strongly supports taking all
steps necessary to move forward with a study that will analyze and
determine the feasibility of an alternate east-west rail route connecting the
port facilities in Humboldt Bay to the national rail system.

The economic potential of connectin g Humboldt Bay to this national rail
system is crucial and essential to future port improvement, jobs development

and much needed affordable housing opportunities in Humboldt County,

We applaud you for taking this step in the right direction and offer our
assistance as you move forward.

Sincerely,

ois Lee Busey

Executive Officer

cc: Humboldt County Board of Supervisors

527 W. Wabash Avenue " Eureka, CA 95501 * 707-442-2978 * 707-442-7985 Fax * www.harealtors.com

CFFORTUHITY





HUMBOLDT-DEL NORTE CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE
Humbeldt County Agricultural Extension Center Building
5630 S. Broadway at Spruce Point

Eureka, California 95503, Telephone: 445-7351

December 14% 2012

Board of Commissioners

Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District
PO Box 1030

Eureka, CA 95502

Dear Commissioners,

Re: Letter of Support for East-West Railroad Feasibility Study

The Humboldt Del Norte Cattlemen’s Association represents local ranchers and farmers in
Humboldt and Del Norte Counties and would like to express our support of the feasibility study
of the east-west railroad proposal.

It is important for us to declare that our support of the feasibility study for the proposed east-west
railroad does not, at this time, denote our support for the rail system to be constructed. We feel
that this feasibility study needs to be completed to determine if it is economically viable. We are
especially concerned about various factors that may affect our businesses, for example property
rights, right of ways, environmental impact to our properties and so forth. We look forward to
seeing the results of the study in respects to the financial benefits to our community and
environmental effects of building the railroad.

If you would like to discuss this further with our local Cattlemen’s Association please let me
know.

Yours sincerely

Hugo Klopper
President





The Greater Eureka Chamber of Cormmerce -

SEND VIA EMAIL AND U.S. POSTAL SERVICE

December 6,2011

Mr. Mike Wilson, President

Commissioners

- Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District
P.O. Box 1030 '

‘Eureka, CA 95502

Attn: Ms. Patty Tyson, Interim Executive Officer
RE: LETTER OF SUPPORT - ALTERNATIVE RAIL STUDY
Dear President Wilson and Commissioners:

It is my understanding that the Commission is considering options for the use of available federal
grant resources for proposed transportation projects. On behalf of the Board of Directors of the
Greater Eureka Chamber of Commerce, I' would like to encourage you to use the TEA-21 funds
_available to the Harbor District to fund a study that examines the feasibility of an alternative rail
route (cast—west) We recognize the significant economic potential of having an active railroad
connecting the Port of Humbeldt Bay to the rest of the nation. This study would represent an

important component in determmmg the parameters that must be satisfied to con51dcr pursuing
such a rail connection. :

We believe that analyzing an east-west alternative rail route connecting Humboldt Bay to the
national rail network is an 'app‘r_opriate use for the approximately $259,000 ISTEA funds

currently under consideration by the District. Information on an alternative rail route could
impact planning by local communities, the Port of Humboldt and the NCRA and its operator.

This new route potentially involves a fraction of the tunnels, bridges and signaled crossings of
the existing rail line. Specifically, the study would involve a literature review on the history of
this route; identification of the proposed route; identification of land ownerships along the
proposed route; a conceptual development plan that includes rail ownership/governance,
preliminary engineering feasibility, highway connectors and any proposed modifications to

2112 Broadway. % Eureka, CA 95501 (707) 442—3_'738 # FAX 442—0079-& :
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improve highway/rail interface, estimated permitting needs, estimated environmental issues and
potential mitigation and estimated development costs and timelines.

I commend the Board of Commissioners for their proactive approach toward economic
development and foresight to creatively use this grant funding opportunity by considering this
proposed option. If you have any questions or would like to discuss this recommendation in
greater detail, please feel free to contact me.

Sinc e_rely;

—

{rren Hockaday
President/CEQ

cc:  Mr. Bill Bertain, RAPIT ~

-





= © CALIFORNIAMARINE AND INTERMODAL
. TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
ad ADVISORY COUNCIL

December 8, 2011

Board of Commissioners

Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District
P.O. Box 1030 '

Eureka, CA 95502

RE: Support for Alternative Rail Study
- Dear Commissioners,

The California Marine and Intermodal Transportation System Advisory
Committee (CALMITSAC) was formed to foster development of a Marine
Transportation System in California that is safe, secure, efficient, environmentally
sound and capable of expanding to meet the demands of the global economy.

As one of the deep water ports in California, the Port of Humboldt Bay represents
an important part of the State’s Marine Transportation System as evidenced by
your recent work on Marine Highway research and the resurgence of shipping
activity. All the Ports in California have an active rail connection, except one, the
Port of Humboldt Bay. This is why we are so pleased that the Board of
Commissioners will be considering using TEA-21 funds to examine the feasibility
of an alternative rail route that will connect to the Port to the rest of the nation.
This is a significant endeavor and one which CALMITSAC wholeheartedly
supports.

Therefore, on behalf of the CALMITSAC, | would like to encourage you to use the
TEA-21 funds available to the Harbor District to fund a study to examine the
feasibility of an alternative rail route. CALMITSAC is pleased to offer whatever
assistance that we can to assist you in this important project.

Bob Dockendorff
Chair
CALMITSAC

CALMITSAC | Legislative Office Building-Room 554,1020 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
www.calmitsac.com | info@calmitsac.com | (415) 698-1909






Upstate California Economic |

Development Council
21880 Parkway Dr.

Red Bluff, CA 96080
(866) 726-4332
www.upstatecalifornia.com

Aliformnia

ABOVE IT ALL

December 6, 2011

To: Harbor District Board of Commissioners,

Upstate California Economic Development Council (Upstate), strongly
encourages you to use the TEA-21 funds available to the Harbor District to
fund a study to examine the feasibility of an alternative rail route (the
east-west line). The concept of developing an east-west alternative rail
route from the national rail system to Humboldt Bay could greatly enhance
our competitive advantage to support new and existing business.

Upstate recognizes the great economic potential of having an active
railroad connecting the Port of Humboldt Bay to the rest of the nation and
more specifically connecting California’s northern 22 counties to the Pacific
coast. This study is a necessary component in determining the parameters
that must be met to establish such a rail connection.

Furthermore, Upstate California Economic Development Council will assist
the port by providing contacts, data, and testimony for the project. On
behalf of Upstate’s 20 county members region, we commend the Board of
Commissioners for their proactive approach toward economic development
and foresight to creatively use this grant funding opportunity by
considering this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss
this further, please feel free to contact me at: (530) 528-1397.

BestRegajﬂ%M/‘/

Alison O’Sullivan
General Manager





- RESOLUTION NO. 2012-05

RESOLUTION OF THE UPSTATE CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COUNCIL (UPSTATE) SUPPORTING THE HUMBOLDT BAY ALTERNATIVE RAIL
ROUTE FEASIBILITY STUDY

WHEREAS, modern transportation infrastructure is salient to the future security and
economic development of the Port of Humboldt Bay, and inland northern California; and
the Upstate California Region; and

WHEREAS, a study analyzing an east-west alternative rail route connecting Humboldt Bay
to the national rail system would provide valuable information on the feasibility of restoring
rail service to Humboldt Bay; and '

WHEREAS the Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study has been

conceptually proposed to analyze the concept of developing an east-west alternative rail
route from the national rail system to Humboldt Bay; and

WHEREAS, a new easterly route would likely connect Humboldt Bay to the existing Union
Pacific main rail line just south of Red Bluff near Gerber, CA; and

WHEREAS, this potential new route, at approximately 125 miles long, is roughly half of the
length of the existing Northwestern Pacific rail line and involves a fraction of the tunnels,
bridges and signaled crossings of the existing rail line; and

WHEREAS, the Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study is proposed to

include a literature review on the history of this route, identification of a proposed route

along with alternatives, identification of land ownerships along the proposed route, a

conceptual development plan that includes rail ownership and governance, preliminary

engineering feasibility, highway connectors and any proposed modifications to improve

highway/rail interface, estimated permitting needs, estimated environmental issues and
mitigations, and estimated development costs and timeline; and





RESOLUTION NO. 2012-05
Page?2 of 3

WHEREAS, an easterly route could incorporate the Humboldt Bay Short Rail portion of the
existing NCRA right-of-way from South Fork to Samoa when it became operational; and

WHEREAS, exploring an alternative rail route would provide valuable information on
transportation options for economic development, as well as establishing a reliable
connection to areas outside the local community when natural disasters or other events
isolate the Humboldt Bay region from the rest of the Upstate California Region; and

WHEREAS, the proposed study would provide data for both our decision makers and for
those wanting to make investments in the Humboldt Bay region; and

WHEREAS, due to the apparent economic potential of a rail line connecting Humboldt Bay
to the national rail system and since it is unknown whether NCRA will be able to restore a
rail connection to Humboldt Bay in the foreseeable future, the Upstate California Economic
Development Council now has an opportunity to lead an effort to explore the feasibility of
an alternate rail route to the east.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Upstate
California Economic Development Council to support, as a public governing body, a

feasibility study of an alternative (eastern) rail route to connect Humboldt Bay to the
national rail system; and

Be it Further Resolved that Upstate does hereby agree to develop a mechanism to acquire
funding and technical support to insure the success of the Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail
Route Feasibility Study; and '

Be it Further Resolved that the Upstate does hereby agree to meet and coordinate with
other jurisdictions along a conceptual route to insure the success of the Humboldt Bay
Alterative Rail Route Feasibility Study.
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Page 3 of 3

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Upstate California Economic Development
Council in the County of Tehama, State of California, on the 11th day of May, 2012 by the
following vote: -

AYES:  MEMBERS
NOES: - MEMBERS
ABSENT: MEMBERS
ABSTAIN: MEMBERS

Giwds Do |
Bryncﬁatranix, —

Upstaté California Economic Development
Council

Attest:
Alison O'Sullivan, General Manager

Upstate California Economic Development
Council






CALED Board 2012-2013

Cindy Trobitz-Thomas, Chair
Cily of Eureka

B-B Heusser, Chair Elect

City of Selma

Kathy Millison, Past Chalr
City of Santa Rosa

Larry Cope, Vice Chair

Tuohanne County EDA

Kevin Ham, Vice Chair

City of Vista

Randy Starback, Vice Chair

City of Elk Grove

Bruce Stenslle, Yicé Chair

ED Collaborative of Ventura County

Fraa Aguilera

SanJoaguin Falley EDA
Roberto Barragan

Valley Economic Development Center
Bill Bassitt

Stanislans ED & Worlforce Alliance
Oscar Cabello

Wells Fargo Bank

Mark Cafferty

San Diego Regional EDC

Janet Coe

Clty of Ancheim

Jason Crawlord

City of Santa Clarita

Mike Dozler

Fresno State, Office of Commwnity and ED
Barbara Halsey

CA Workforce Associaiion

Mary Ingersofl

TeamCelifornia

Kristin Johnson

Nonthern CA SBDC

Craig Jolimson

CAFRZ

Tiw Ketley

Imperial County EDC

Larvy Kosmont

Kosmont Compenries

Jobn Lambeth

California Dowptown Associailon
Ralph Lippmwisn

L4 Comm ED Assn {CCEDA}
Michael Manchak

EVC of San Luis Obispo County
Eileen Marxen

CIDFAC

Brian McMahon

Employmem Training Pomet
Fred Meadez

Rabobank, N. A.

PMike Nuby

Southern California Edisan
Grog O*Sullivan

ED On Cait

Stacie Olivares-Castain

COIN, CA Department of Insurance
Mary Jane Dibasso

Sant Bernardine County, ED Dept
Carrie Rogers

Los Angeles County EDC

David Rubin

PG&E

Judie Scalize

ESI Corporation

Jack Stewart

CA Monyfacturing & Tech Assoc,
Ben Stoue

Sonoma Coumy ED Board
Sarah Suverkrup Mundy
Riverside County EDA

Rob White

City of Liverniore

California Association for Local Economic Development

August §, 2012

Mayor Frank Jager
Eureka City Council
City of Eureka

531 K Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Dear Mayor Jager:

| am writing on behalf of Board of Directors of the California Association for Local
Economic Development (CALED) to encourage you to study the feasibility of an
alternative rail fine connecting Humboldt Bay's harbor with the national rai network in
the Sacramento Valley because of potential economic benefits to Northem California.

CALED is a statewide, professional economic development organization dedicated to
local economic development. We have over 750 members representing cifies, counties,
state and federal agencies, economic development corporations and the private sector.
These include economic development directors, city managers, realtors, finance
consultants, marketing experts, utility representatives, bankers and many others
dedicated fo helping businesses succeed and local economies grow.

At a time where California communities are being pushed to find innovative ways to
jump-start, maintain and grow their economies, we believe it is imperative to explore the
feasibility and Impact of a rall network that will allow more businesses access fo the
Humboldt Bay — especially if it can potentially increass the region’s economic
competitiveness. This study Is needed to define the parameters of the rail project as
well as ascertain an understanding of the impact on the region's residents, businesses
economic climate, and the project’s potential for creation/retention of jobs,

¥

For these reasons, we are in strong support of conducting this feasibility study. Please
feel free to contact me if you have any questions at 916-448-8252 ext. 15

Sincerely,
urbax Sahota

President & CEQ

cc: CALED Board of Directors

550 Bercut Drive, Suite G % Sacramento, CA 95811 < (216) 448-8252 & Fax: (916) 448-3811 < www.caled.org
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FASE OF HEALTORSG)
QY MANAGER
PRESIDENT September 20, 2012
Matt Babich
PRESIDENT-ELECT
Michelle Voyles
SECRETARY/TREASURER David Tyson, City Manager
UhgpeinCGepma City of Eureka
"“:;::‘I':z’?ﬁ"‘ 531 K Street
Eureka, California 95501
MULTIPLE LISTING CHAIR
Aobin Ronay
Dear Manager Tyson:
AFFILIATE LIAISON
Chris Dannewitz
The Humboldt Association of REALTORS® strongly supports taking all
DIRECTORS AT LARGE steps necessary to move forward with a study that will analyze and
Ciydn Akamine determine the feasibility of an alternate east-west rail route connecting the
Donna Brown port facilities in Humboldt Bay to the national rail system.
Mikki Cardoza " i 3 < . ) .
The economic potential of connecting Humboldt Bay to this national rail
Kalle Gonal system is crucial and essential to future port improvement, jobs development
Joanle Frederick and muc.h needed affordable housing opportunities in Humboldt County.
Tom Hiller
We applaud you for taking this step in the nght direction and offer our
Joe Matteoli
assistance as you move forward.
Andy Parker
© Jeremy Stanfiefd Sincerely,
Tracy Shumard ,
Hannah Winans
ois Lee Busey
Exfm_., e gﬁ;‘f“ Exécutive Officer
cc: Humboldt County Board of Supervisors
1
527 W. Wabash Avenue * Eureka, CA 95501 - 707-442-2978 * 707-442-7985 Fax * www,harealtors.com

I





State Building and Construction Trades Council

ROBERT L. BALGENORTH of California JAMES W. KELLOGG
PABSIDENT SECAETARY- TREASURER
Chartered by )
BULDING AND CONSTRUCTION TRADES
DEPARTMENT
AFL - CI0

September 18, 2012

Mayor Frank J. Jager
Eureka City Hall

531 "K" Street - Room 208
Eureka, CA 95501-1146

Re: Support of a Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasibility Study
Dear Mayor Jager,

On behalf of the State Building and Construction Trades Council (SBCTC), AFL-CIO, |
write in support of a Humboldt Bay Altemative Rail Route Feasibility Study. The SBCTC
is an organization of affiliated construction unions representing over 325,000 workers in
the unionized construction industry in California. This study is essential to analyze the
concept of developing an east-west alternative rail route from the national rail system to
Humboldt Bay. '

- Modem transportation infrastructure is vital to the future security and economic.
development of the Port of Humboldt Bay, Humboldt County, and other neighboring
counties in Northern California. Humboldt Bay was historically connected by rail from
1214 until the tracks were flooded in the southern section in 1999. Due to lack of
maintenance, they have washed out in many places. It is unknown at this time when
‘and if funding and environmental challenges will allow that connection to the south to be
restored.

A new easterly route would likely connect Humboldt Bay to the existing Union Pacific
main rail line just south of Red Bluff near Gerber. The possible new route, at
approximately 125 miles long, is roughly half of the length of the existing Northwestern
Pacific rail line and involves a fraction of the tunnels, bridges and signal crossings of the
existing rail line. The economic impact of an active rail connection from the national rail
system to Humboldt Bay is staggering. The missed opportunities have resulted in
approximately $40 million per year of lost economic value to the community and
surrounding area. -

A Feasibility Study would include a historical review, identification of a proposed route
along with alternative routes, identification of land ownership along the proposed route,
and a conceptual development plan that includes rail ownership and governance. It
could also include preliminary engineering feasibility, permitting needs, possible

1225-8th Strest, Suite 375 + Sacramento, CA 85814 - [318) 443-3302 - FAX [916] 443-8204
2iSipein





environmental issues, mitigations, development costs, and ancillary recreational
amenities.

The proposed study would provide data for govemment agencies and for those wanting
to make investments in the Humboldt Bay region and neighboring counties. This type of
investment is vital to the economic interests and future of commerce in the Humboldit
Bay area.

itis for these reasons that we, along with our brothers and sisters represented by the
Building and Construction Trades Council of Humboldt and Del Norte Counties and in
conjunction with our Central Labor Council, urge you to support this study. Thank you
for your consideration.

Sil Y,

Legislative Director

CD:adr
opeiu#29/afl-cio

cc.  Council Members:
Marian Brady
Linda Atkins
Mike Newman
Melinda Ciarabellini
Lance Madsen





‘Building and Construction Trades Council
of Humboldt and Del Norte Counties
840 E Street, Suite 3, Eureka, Caiiforh_ia 95'_501
email: betchdn@gmail.com Telephone: (707) 599-0899

~ December 11, 2011
‘Patricia L. Tyson, Acting CEQ
P.O. Box 1030 i
Eureka, California 95502-1030
ptyson@portofhumboldtbay.org
(707) 443-0801 phone o
~ (707) 443-0800 fax
Commissioners Mike Wilson, Chair
Richard Marks
Pat Higgins
'~ Aaron Neumann
- Greg Dale

Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District

Reﬁ Use of TEA -21 grant to: "Improve Highway and Freight Rail Access t_u. Humboldt -

" Dear Commissioners,

‘organized labor in the construction industry surrounding Humboldt Bay.
1. We strongly encourage the Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation _
- District to pursue any necéss'ary access planning on the Redwood Marine Terminal -

" The Buﬂding and Construction Trades Council of Hui'nboldt and Del Norté_ Cou;ify,'represcnté

‘(Berths 1 & 2) in house, utilizing existing staff independently or / in conjunction with any

 potential leascholders and adjacent property owners and NOT UTILIZING TEA-21 -
funds for that purpose. - ! RS S

2. We urge you to PROCEED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, so as not fo jeopardize the
$257,997 dollars of earmarked Federal TEA-21 funds designated to improve highway and
freight rail access to the Port of Humboldt, by authorizing a Humboldt Bay Alternative
East -West Rail Route Feasibility Study, to a responsible, reputable consulting firm for a

price not to exceed said funds. :

The purpose of this study would be to analyze the concept of an alternate east-west alternative
railroad route connecting the Port of Humboldt Bay to the national rail system close to Red
Bluff. ot ®

The study would include identification of a proposed route, identification of land ownership
and right of way issues, preliminary engineering feasibility, estimated permitting needs, .
environmental issues, possible mitigation, and a conceptual development plan, including
estimated development costs and a timeline:

#





TEA-21 gr.ant, page 2.

We are confident that any easements, ingress, and egress issues can be solved betw-,cn the
Harbor District staff and the adjacent property owners in a timely manner as warranted.
Historically access was achieved and it is in the interest of all parties to work out any details
regarding legal issues to mutual satisfaction without 5pendmg federal dollars that could be so
valuable to a much broader access study. : ;

-~ Itis our opinion that the TEA funding could provide the means for a real time feasﬂnhty study
that will establish a clear direction for long-term Strategic Plan for the Port of Humboldt. A
positive feasibility study would be monumental to bringing in capital investment to our bay
area, which would eventually lead to small manufacturing, and good paymg jobs with beneﬁts
whu:h wzll lead to building construction jobs in our commumty

It is exciting to think of a pnvate or public. work pro;ect of t]:us magnztude and the lifetimes of _
benefits it would bring to th1s community, and to tlunk it could be started under your :
leadershlpT e :

_ If it proves out that an east-west route is not fea;:bie then we still have a clear d1rect:10n on
“ developing a Strategic Plan that will fit the needs and limitations of ourport. .

- Either way, it will end the controversy of whether or not, a rail to the east was possnble, 2
- and that we did everything in our power to find out! i - S
We have lost millions of dollars of economic value to this community ciue toa lack ofa

railroad connection. We are in dire econozmc stralts a.nd mthout v1ab1e rehable transportahon
we are an island, with few jobs. '~

- John F: Kennedy set a goal to go to the moon in ten years and he succeeded’ A reulroad hnkmg_._f . 5k i

the Port of Humboldt to the nation is, approxxmately 150 miles!
~ For the sake of future generatlons, let us at least see if 1t is pussxble'

Thank you for your con51dcrat10n ':. i |

SldBerg 6@‘3/ | A W

Financial Secretary Treasurer,
Building & Construction Trades Council





Humboldt Bay HRCD
12/15/11

Re: Use of TEA-21 Grant Money

Dear Commissioners,

| am excited to hear we have some Federal grant money to study the feassb:i:ty of
an East-West rail line option for mcwng freight to and from our port. This would put us in direct
connection with an established major railroad network. This is. the one thing
lacking from making us a really attractwe port for importing and exporting.

. Unfortunately our county has had a major loss of living wage jobs over the last
decade and our |so¥ataon is one of the reasons. This is our chance to change this. The road system out of
here is always going to limit what we can do.

We are lucky to have one of the few natural deep water ports on the west coast.
Before the latest economic downturn it was estimated that the major ports would reach capacity by
2015. This has ob\nousiv been delayed but the situation will come back as prosperity returns to the
country and we need to be ready to meet these demands. '

My Union supplies labor at our docks to load and unload ships. This is dangerous
and highly skilled work. We pay good wages and benefits and have the expertise to handle all
types of cargo. We are local and pay taxes here and spend money in the county. Our members

“own houses here, educate our children here, vote here and enjoy the outdoor opportunities
: prowded by the bay and forests surroundmg us. We do not want anything which may destroy
our umque environment . This project seems to be an enhancement to our econom:c position
without jeopardizing any of that The Port of Eureka has been an mdustnal port for over 150
years. The harbor ‘was the reason the city was founded here.

In the 1960’5 we had over 170 members in our local We are now down to 17 We
were down to 10 in 2003. The Pulp Mill kept us going. The return of log exports has helped us
maintain a presence on the bay. With a rail link to a national system we could expand to at least
5 times that number. Every job we have expands 10 fold to other local businesses, f.e.: trucking,
bar pilots, stevedores, motels, restaurants, stores, bulldlng inspectors, you name it. Our money
goesalong way

I urge you on behalf of the working people of Humboldt County to take this
money and at least consider making this county once more an economically viable place to live.
®

President Local 14 ILWU





5.

" Please pass the resolutxon supportmg raﬂ Thank you for your oons1deratton.

| @PERATING ENGH\@ERS LOGAL UNION No. 3

1213 FIFTH STREET EUFIEKA CA 95501 - (707) 443-7328 « FAX (707) 443-9238

Jurlsdiction: Northern Galifornia, Northern Nevada, Utah, Hawail, and the Mid-Pacific Islands

August 15,2011

Dear Fortuna Clty Counoﬂ

The Operahng Engineers Local #3 has over 400 members in Humboldt and Del Norte Counues
and represents over 40,000.1in our jurisdiction which covers Northern California. Our '
Membersth is primarily mvolved in heavy construchon, survey and the testing and inspection

* industries. Currently construction workers are suffering record unemployment in excess of 30% - :

in many areas. We d.eSperately need jobs now and in the future.. -

The Operanng Engineers Local 43 ﬁ;llly éndorses the rcsoluuon supporung the restoranon of rail
service to the North Coast.. We believe that rail banking the liné from Willits to Eureka would, ™
in eﬁ‘ect, end the possﬂ:uhty of bringing a. functioning rail to Eureka. We believe that a port and
rail hub on the North Coast iskey to mde economm prospenty for the County af Humboldt and
throughoutthe regmn : _ : 2

The ecoriomy.in the North Coast rcglon has. suﬁbred greatly in racent years duc to thc demise of -
Ioggmg and its related industries. We, as community partners, need to-find the next-economic .
engine for our children and grandchildren. Otherwise, the North Coast faces the prospect of .
ongoing and continuing high unemployment and the social ills that accompany poverty. The rail

. and port systems have the potential to m.ttlgate some of these temble proble:ms by creatmg good. ": -’

middle class _}obs S
2 %.c‘ s

Sincerly;

District Representative. Chris Snyder
International Union of Operating Engineers Local #3
District 40- Humboldt & Del Norte Counties

. R






B.A.C.LOCAL No. 3, CALIFORNIA
Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers
AFL-CIO
10806 BIGGE STREET
SAN LEANDRO, CA 94577

September 10, 2012 PHONE: (510) 632-8781

Mayor Frank J. Jéger

Council Members Marian Brady, Linda Atkins, Mike Newman, Melinda Ciarabeliini, Lance
Madsen

Eureka City Hall

531 "K" Street - Room 208

Eurcka, CA 95501-1146

Dear Mayor and Council,

Re: Support of a Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasiblility Study.

Economical railroad infrastructure could enhance economic development of the
Port of Humboldt Bay, and could be a valuable asset to maintaining or even expanding our
business.
Humboldt Bay was connected to the national rail system for years, until the
tracks were shut down due to storms in the southern section in 1999, Due to lack of funding,
rehabilitation, and maintenance, restoring the line to the south remains a challenge. A
proposed Humboldt Bay Alternative Rail Route Feasibilify Study could analyze the concept of
developing an east-west alternative rail route from the national rail system to Humboldt Bay. A
new easterly route could connect Humboldt Bay to the existing Union Pacific main rail line just
south of Red Bluff near Gerber, CA. The possible new route, at approximately 125 miles long,
is roughly half of the length of the existing Northwestern Pacific rail line and fivolves a fraction

of the tunnels, bridges and signaled crossings of the existing rail lina.
A Feasibllity Study would include a review on the history, identification of a

proposed route along with alternatives, identification of land ownerships along the proposed
route, and a conceptual development plan that identifies use; rail ownership and governancs,
It could also Include preliminary engineering feasibllity, permitting, environmental issues,
mitigations, development costs and timeline, as well as ancillary recreational opportunities,

utilitles and road and port connectors. .
The proposed study would provide data for government agencies and for those

wanting to invest in the Humboldt Bay region and neighboring cities and counties.
Should the study prove positive and if railroad service could someday be

restored, Jt would make our business more competitive In a difficult market,
' We urge you to help facllitate this very important study. Please do everything

you can to promote and advance its concept.

Tha u,

Dave Jacks
President

DJ:bc
ope3 afl-cio

Bricklayers » Tile Layers and Tile Finishers  Stone Masons - Marble Masons » Marble Finishers and Shopworkers
Muarbte/ternl Refinfshers * Marble Restoration Workers + Pointers-Cleaners-Caullers
Terrazzo Workers » Terrazzo Finishers






CENTRAL LABOR COUNCIL, AFL-GIO
of Humboldt and Del Norte Coun‘ues
840 E Street Eureka Cahforma 85501

December 14,2011
Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreqtlon, and Conservatmn District - : -
Patricia L. Tyson, Actmg CEO

TY M Do 100
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Grant Application Package
Grants.gov Grant Application Package
Grants.gov
CFDA Number:
Opportunity Title:
Offering Agency:
Agency Contact:
Opportunity Open Date:
Opportunity Close Date:
CFDA Description:
Opportunity Number:
Competition ID:
Application Filing Name:
Select Forms to Complete
Mandatory
Optional
 Instructions
1
1
About the Application Package.
·  This application package is used to apply for the specific Federal funding opportunity referenced in this application package. Please verify that you have downloaded and completed the application package for the correct funding opportunity announcement.
·  This application can be completed in its entirety offline using Adobe Reader. 
·  You can save your application at any time by clicking the "Save" button at the top of your screen. 
1. Enter a name for the application in the Application Filing Name field.  - This application can be completed in its entirety offline; however, you will need to login to the Grants.gov website during the submission process.  - You can save your application at any time by clicking the "Save" button at the top of your screen.  - The "Save & Submit" button will not be functional until all required data fields in the application are completed and you clicked on the "Check Package for Errors" button and confirmed all data required data fields are completed.
Using the Application Package. 
·  The application package is a compilation of forms, such as the SF-424, budget forms, attachment forms, and narratives.
·  It is recommended that the SF-424 cover page be the first form completed for the application package. Some data entered on the SF-424 cover page will pre-populate data fields in other subsequent forms in the application package.
·  Forms identified as Mandatory are required to be filled out to successfully submit your grant application at a minimum. Optional Forms are used to provide additional support for this application or may be required for specific types of grant activity. Reference the application package instructions for more information regarding Optional Forms.
·  Select the check box next to the form's name to add the form to the application package. To navigate to the form in the application package, click on the underlined form name. To remove a form from the application package, uncheck the box next to the form name.
·  When you open a form, required fields are highlighted in yellow with a red border. Optional fields and completed fields are displayed in white. If you enter invalid or incomplete information in a field, you will receive an error message.
·  Please use only the following UTF-8 characters when naming your attachments: A-Z, a-z, 0-9, underscore( _ ), hyphen (-), space, period and limit the file name to 50 or fewer characters. Attachments that do not follow this rule may cause the entire application to be rejected or cause issues during processing. 
2. Select and complete all of the forms listed as "Mandatory Forms". Complete the SF-424 form first. 
- It is recommended that the SF-424 form be the first form completed for the application package. Data entered on the SF-424 will populate data fields in other mandatory and optional forms and the user cannot enter data in these fields.  
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Submitting the Application Package.
·  You can save the application as you work on it by clicking on the "Save" button.
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3. Click the "Save & Submit" button to submit your application to Grants.gov. 
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- The "Save & Submit" button will become active; click on the "Save & Submit" button to begin the application submission process.  
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- All forms to be submitted must  be checked.
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This electronic grants application is intended to be used to apply for the specific Federal funding opportunity referenced here. 
If the Federal funding opportunity listed is not the opportunity for which you want to apply, close this application package by clicking on the "Cancel" button at the top of this screen. You will then need to locate the correct Federal funding opportunity, download its application and then apply.
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