
 

 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
CEQA: Project Referral Comments 
 

     

Applicant: Krystal Kings Farms LLC Date: 2-26-19 

APPS No.:  11066 APN: 221-011-021 DFW CEQA No.: 2017-0650 Case No.: CUP16-137 

☐ New      ☒Existing Proposed:  ☒ Mixed-light (SF):    18,300        

 

Thank you for referring this application to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for 
review and comment. 

CDFW offers the following comments on the Project in our role as a Trustee and Responsible Agency 
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; California Public Resource Code Section 
21000 et seq.). These comments are intended to assist the Lead Agency in making informed decisions 
early in the planning process. 

☐     Recommend Approval. The Department has no comment at this time. 

☒     Recommend Conditional Approval. Suggested conditions below. 

☐     Applicant needs to submit additional information. Please see the list of items below.    

☐     Recommend Denial. See comments below.  

CDFW has no record of an LSA for this subject parcel. The transmittal states that surface water diversion 
is utilized for irrigation. CDFW requests Notification for an LSA prior to project approval. 

Please provide the following information prior to Project Approval: (All supplemental information 
requested shall be provided to the Department concurrently) 

☒     If the applicant has submitted a Notification of Lake or Streambed Alteration (LSA) to CDFW, 
include the LSA project number (e.g. 1600-2017-XXXX-R1) or a copy of the Notification. 

☒     Include a topographic map that identifies all surface water, wetlands, or other sensitive habitats 
onsite and the appropriate buffer distances for each. 

☒     Provide additional information on the water source(s) for the parcel(s) including both domestic use 
and irrigation. 

a. If the source is a well(s), provide a copy of the well completion log. 

b. If the source is municipal water, provide documentation that municipality/CSD/etc. is willing 
to provide all water necessary for the subject parcel (include the specific amount that is 
approved). 

c. If the source is surface water (spring, stream, or hydrologically connected pond or well) 
CDFW requests that the applicant notify our Department, pursuant to Fish and Game Code 
Section 1602, of all unpermitted points of diversion located on the parcel or provide a copy 
of the non-jurisdictional letter issued by CDFW. 

☒     If new or existing road(s) cross streams, springs, seeps, wetlands, etc. on the parcel, provide 
detailed descriptions of each (e.g. culvert sizes, condition, etc.) and permits under which they were 
installed, if any. CDFW requires notification, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 1602, for all 
stream crossings or any other alteration of the bed, bank, or channel of any stream located on the 
parcel.  

☒    Identify all energy sources for project. 



a. If generator, identify the size and location of the generator and describe measures that will 
be incorporated to avoid or minimize impacts to fish and wildlife, such as secondary 
containment. Generators and associated fuels should be located outside of the floodplain 
and a minimum of 200 feet from Class I streams (measured horizontally from the outer edge 
of the riparian or top of bank, whichever is greater). 

b. If micro hydropower, provide detailed information regarding the existing or proposed 
system. CDFW requires that the applicant notify CDFW, pursuant to Fish and Game Code 
Section 1602, of all micro-hydropower systems located on the parcel.  

☒     If the project proposes ground disturbing activities, include protocol level surveys, conducted by a 
qualified botanist, for any California Rare Plant Ranked Species that may be present within 200 feet 
of the proposed project site.  See: 
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=18959&inline=1  

☒     The Project is located within Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis caurina, a State- and 
Federally-Threatened species) potential habitat. CDFW requests that project scoping be conducted 
by an experienced qualified professional for the potential for presence/absence of NSO 
nesting/roosting habitat, prior to consideration of Project approval. Prior to scoping completion, 
CDFW requests that the applicant assume presence and avoid impacts as determined by a qualified 
biologist, in consultation with CDFW. Avoidance measures include noise attenuation wherein 
generators are covered such that noise released is no greater than 50dB measured at 100ft.  

Please note the following information and/or requested standard conditions of Project approval:  

☒     All artificial light used for cannabis cultivation, including indoor and mixed-light cultivation, shall be fully 
contained within structures such that no light escapes (e.g., through blackout curtains). Structures shall 
be enclosed between 30 minutes prior to sunset and 30 minutes after sunrise to prevent disruption to 
crepuscular wildlife. Security lighting shall be motion activated and comply with the International Dark-
Sky Association standards and Fixture Seal of Approval Program; see: https://www.darksky.org/our-
work/lighting/lighting-for-citizens/lighting-basics/. Standards include but are not limited to the 
following, 1) light shall be shielded and downward facing, 2) shall consist of Low Pressure Sodium (LPS) 
light or low spectrum Light Emitting Diodes (LED) with a color temperature of 3000 kelvins or less and 3) 
only placed where needed.  

☒     Prohibition on use of synthetic netting. To minimize the risk of wildlife entrapment, Permittee shall 
not use any erosion control and/or cultivation materials that contain synthetic (e.g., plastic or 
nylon) netting, including photo- or biodegradable plastic netting. Geotextiles, fiber rolls, and other 
erosion control measures shall be made of loose-weave mesh, such as jute, hemp, coconut (coir) 
fiber, or other products without welded weaves. 

☒    Leave wildlife unharmed. If any wildlife is encountered during the Authorized Activity, Permittee 
shall not disturb the wildlife and shall allow wildlife to leave the work site unharmed.  

☒    The environmental impacts of improper waste disposal are significant and well documented. CDFW 
requests, as a condition of Project approval, that all refuse be contained in wildlife proof storage 
containers, at all times, and disposed of at an authorized waste management facility.  

☒     Human induced noise pollution may adversely affect wildlife species in several ways including 
abandonment of territory, loss of reproduction, auditory masking (inability to hear important cues 
and signals in the environment), hindrance to navigation, and physiological impacts such as stress, 
increased blood pressure, and respiration. To avoid disturbance, CDFW requests, as a condition of 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=18959&inline=1
https://www.darksky.org/our-work/lighting/lighting-for-citizens/lighting-basics/
https://www.darksky.org/our-work/lighting/lighting-for-citizens/lighting-basics/


project approval, the construction of noise containment structures for all generators parcel; noise 
released shall be no more than 50 decibels measured from 100ft. 

☒     This project has the potential to affect sensitive fish and wildlife resources such as Northern 
Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis caurina), Steelhead Trout (O. mykiss), Foothill Yellow-legged Frog 
(Rana boylii), Pacific Giant Salamander (Dicamptodon tenebrosus), Southern Torrent Salamander 
(Rhyacotriton variegatus), Northwestern Salamander (Ambystoma gracile), Rough-skinned Newt 
(Taricha granulosa), Northern Red-legged Frog (Rana aurora), Tailed Frog (Ascaphus truei), Boreal 
Toad (Anaxyrus boreas boreas), Western Pond Turtle (Actinemys marmorata marmorata), and 
amphibians, reptiles, aquatic invertebrates, mammals, birds, and other aquatic and riparian 
species. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Project. Please send all inquiries regarding these 
comments to david.manthorne@wildlife.ca.gov .  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
619 2nd Street 
Eureka, CA  95501 
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