
WELL: 
 
The only attempted development of this property occurred in approximately 1981. The property 
owners at the time drilled a well without first seeking a permit to do so, and thus received a stop 
work order. The property owners then obtained a permit for a separate well that was drilled on 
the property. It is unclear which well is permitted. 
 
In approximately February 2017, the Humboldt County Department of Health & Human 
Services, Division of Environmental Health (DEH) received a complaint regarding an “illegal 
well installation and hazardous open bore-hole, roughly 40’ deep by 4’ diameter.” The complaint 
stated that there were two (2) abandoned well casings near the bore-hole. 
 
In approximately December 2017, DEH visited the property and could not locate the hole 
because of the overgrowth on the property. They left a message with the reporting party to obtain 
a more specific location. In March 2018, DEH returned to the property with the reporting party. 
The open hole was located, which was covered by mechanical equipment suspended over the 
hole across steel I-beams and wood. The hole was approximately 4-5’ in diameter with multiple 
casings installed. DEH believed it was a fall and entrapment hazard, with the mechanical 
equipment being an attractive nuisance.  
 
In approximately May 2018, the then-property owner applied for a well destruction permit and a 
construction permit. Neither permit had been signed by the well driller, and the owner was 
informed that the applications needed to be signed by the driller. In October 2019, DEH 
contacted the well driller from the permit applications as DEH had not heard from the property 
owner.  
 
The first notice of violation (NOV) was issued on February 16, 2021. The second NOV was sent 
out on March 18, 2021. DEH visited the property on March 24, 2021 and observed that the well 
had not been destroyed and was still a hazard.  
 
The well was not closed until April 4, 2021 by Rich Well Drilling. Both casings were filled with 
bentonite chips to 20 feet. The well destruction was deemed complete by DEH and the hazard 
abated.  
 
The listing for the property in June 2021, the property was advertised as having a well on site, 
despite the one known well being closed. Then, sometime after escrow was opened in 
approximately December 2021, another well was apparently discovered. This well has not been 
used — if it was ever used — since the early 1980s. Pursuant to California law and regulation, a 
well that is not in use for one (1) year is considered abandoned and must be closed unless other 
conditions are met. In accordance with Section 115700 of the California Health and Safety Code, 



the well owner shall properly maintain an inactive well as evidence of intention for future use in 
such a way that the following requirements are met: 

● (1) The well shall not allow impairment of the quality of water within the well and 
groundwater encountered by the well. 

● (2) The top of the well or well casing shall be provided with a cover, that is secured by a 
lock or by other means to prevent its removal without the use of equipment or tools, to 
prevent unauthorized access, to prevent a safety hazard to humans and animals, and to 
prevent illegal disposal of wastes in the well. The cover shall be watertight where the top 
of the well casing or other surface openings to the well are below ground level, such as in 
a vault or below known levels of flooding. The cover shall be watertight if the well is 
inactive for more than five consecutive years. A pump or motor, angle drive, or other 
surface feature of a well, when in compliance with the above provisions, shall suffice as a 
cover. 

● (3) The well shall be marked so as to be easily visible and located, and labeled so as to be 
easily identified as a well. 

● (4) The area surrounding the well shall be kept clear of brush, debris, and waste 
materials. 

These conditions were clearly not met. However, despite a complaint being submitted to DEH on 
or about December 28, 2021, nothing has ever been done regarding this well. Instead, the current 
property owner is apparently being allowed to use this well, despite the fact that it is a violation 
of state law. This is especially troublesome because state law requires the destruction of 
abandoned wells to protect the environment and public health. This raises many concerns 
regarding the safety of the aquifer, especially considering that neighboring parcels’ wells are at 
similar depths. This well has apparently been wide open for forty years. Sediment, wildlife, and 
other contaminants could have easily — and very likely have already — contaminated the water 
supply. To allow the current property owner to use this well is not only a violation of law, but a 
threat to environmental and public health. 

In addition, on an aesthetic level, the property owner is proposing to place a water tank directly 
in the line of sight of a neighboring house. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 

1. Well Timeline 
2. January 2022 Emails re: Abandoned Well 
3. December 2021 Complaint of Possible Code Violation re: Failure to Close Well 
4. March 2021 Letter to Owners re: Complaint of Non-approved Water Supply System 
5. March 2021 Second and Final Notice of Violation re: Open Well 
6. April 2021 Water Well Application re: Destruction 
7. California Department of Water Resources – Destruction of Water Wells Regulations 
8. December 2021 Email re: Water Well Permits  



9. September 1981 Application to Construct, Repair, or Destruct a Water Well
10. December 2021 Humboldt County DEH Notes re: Well and Septic
11. May 2018 Water Well Application
12. April 2021 Complaint Investigation Form
13. March 2021 Email re: Phone Call from Homeowner
14. February 2021 Notice of Violation re: Open Well
15. October 2019 Email re: Lack of Contract for Well
16. December 2018 Emails re: Need for Well Destruction
17. May 2018 Authorization from Owner to Access Property
18. September 1981 Application to Construct, Repair, or Destruct a Water Well
19. August 1981 Letter re: Lack of Well Permit for Drilled Well on Property
20. July 1981 DEH File re: Well and Septic
21. November 1981 Proposed Plot Plan

Signed:
Cyndy Day-Wilson
John Wilson
Chad Christensen




































































































