
 

 

STAFF REPORT – CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 07, 2024 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 

FROM: Emily Sinkhorn, Director of Environmental Services 

PREPARER: Brigitte Price, Administrative Specialist 

DATE: July 31, 2024 

TITLE: Accept a Total of $9,900 in Donations for Three Commemorative Benches in the 

Arcata Community Forest and along the Arcata portion of the Humboldt Bay 

Trail – North. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Council accept a total of $9,900 in donations for three commemorative 

benches in the Arcata Community Forest and along the Arcata portion of the Humboldt Bay Trail 

North section. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

The City periodically receives donations of cash and/or materials. It is City policy to have the City 

Council formally accept donations greater than $500. Additionally, the Council wishes to 

acknowledge and thank those individuals, businesses and organizations who contribute to making 

Arcata a better place to live, work and visit. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

In fiscal year 2023-24 City staff identified one location suitable and advantageous for 

commemorative bench placement in the Arcata Community Forest and three spots along the 

Humboldt Bay Trail North. Community donations towards commemorative benches provide an 

opportunity to honor loved ones, provide a valuable asset for community enjoyment of the 

community forest and the bay trail, and contribute to the Arcata Forest & Arcata Community Marsh 

Funds. This past year, three separate commemorative bench donations were received from the 

community.  

DISCUSSION: 

Carolyn & Peter Lehman donated $3,300 for a commemorative bench with a plaque on Trail 9 in the 

Arcata Community Forest. Mary Ann Madej donated $3,300 for a bench honoring an active 

community volunteer with a plaque on the Humboldt Bay Trail - North. The Gerald O. & Susan 

Hansen Family Fund donated $3,300 for a commemorative bench with a plaque on the Humboldt 

Bay Trail - North.  



POLICY IMPLICATIONS:  

Accepting donations for commemorative benches is consistent with Arcata's commemorative bench 

policy.  

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REVIEW: 

The process for accepting commemorative bench donations was developed by staff and has been 

reviewed by the Parks and Recreation Committee.  

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW (CEQA): 

Accepting a donation from a private individual is not a Project as defined in CEQA Guidelines 

section 21065. Construction of commemorative benches is categorically exempt from environmental 

review based on Sections 15303(e) (New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures) of the 

CEQA Statute & Guidelines handbook.  

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT: 

Revenue from bench donations offsets the expenses associated with construction within Budget 

Activity No. 87 Forest Management and Activity Budget No. 67 for Wastewater/Arcata Marsh & 

Wildlife Sanctuary. The $9,900 donated by these families will be used to fund the creation, 

installation, inscription and upkeep of commemorative benches installed in the Community Forest 

and Marsh areas. Any remaining funds will be kept as a donation to the City of Arcata Forest Fund 

and Wastewater Fund. 


