
From:                                         Dan Reid

Sent:                                           Tuesday, July 9, 2024 9:10 AM

To:                                               Planning

Subject:                                     Fwd: Appeal to Special Planning Commi�ee

 

⚠ NOTICE: This came from outside of the City's
email system! ⚠ 

 Please exercise cau�on. Do not click links or open a�achments unless you have
verbally confirmed with the sender that the message actually came from them and
that the content is safe. Contact the Helpdesk if you are unsure!

 

Hi Raeleen.  Please be sure this le�er goes to public comment and is able to be viewed by the
public. Call or email me please to confirm. Thanks, Dan

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
 From: stacia oneil <staciaone@gmail.com>

 Date: Fri, Jun 21, 2024, 11:10 PM
 Subject: Re: Appeal to Special Planning Commi�ee

 To: stacia oneil <staciaone@gmail.com>
 Cc: Dan Reid <mrdanreid@gmail.com>

 

 Hello, i am Stacia O'Neil,I am a homeowner at the adjacent property to the proposed build on
West  Buhne street.

First, let me infactacully state, Dan and I are NOT against rental housing, tenants, mul�plefamily
housing, affordable housing, etc.. and even downtown housing. i proudly bought my home here in
Eureka and also became a 1st �me mom at age 40!  

For anyone to assume or con�nuly imply, i don't want housing to be built is insul�ng and
disrespec�ul and dismissive.

***All we requested was a DESIGN change that would decrease the height of the proposed
apartment or switch the design so the driveway runs along our shared property line.  

****A Design Change would Not decrease the number of 5 housing units.

 I repeat.A Design change to  Flip the Design to run the driveway along our shared property line
and decrease the height so not to cause well-being harm to ACGC tenats, would NOT decrease the
5 units of housing.

This is doable! Pls be brave and deny this appeal based on reques�ng  a new design.
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 The Design Review Commi�ee did not over step there purview, as the city manager states when
they heard our  quani�fiable evidence from mul�ple local professional realtor who say  if this
proposed building is built 'as is'   it will decrease the value of our property by 15%. That is
substan�al.

 And reasonable,  if you actually consider what is being proposed.

Our home is  a narrow 17 feet tall, 60 foot long beauty who sits  on a 164 foot long property. 

ACGC proposed building is massive @ 29+foot tall, 164 long and only feet 4 from my property
line.  Built as is it will completely eliminate all Western Sunlight from my  en�re property, not just
my home, my en�re property from front to back,  for all en�rety. 

We will essen�ally have 2 North Sides. Mold, added energy costs, loss of privacy and well-being,
depression, health consequences, and  this would be quani�fiable Materially Injurious to us.   

Once built,  we can't take it back.  I plead with you to deny this appeal and let the process move to
the City Council. I feel they [ City Council on June 18th] absolutely saw a need to include in our
City Planning added codes  which would provide/ greater set back and height restric�ons for some
historic proper�es,  where the design would be detrimental to public health safety and well-
being. 

 Who could live next to this proposed building without feeling a decrease in your well-being? Be
honest. Pls.

 My home built in 1892, by an irish immigrant,it  is  132 years old and is Historic, contray to how
Ms. Kenya is alluding to in her staff report,   Our Victorian  does not need to be a registered
Historic home to maintain its significance  and importance to our neighborhood and the city of
Eureka.  Our neighborhood is unique and quirky.  

We know ACGC is capable of unique & a�rac�ve smaller housing. For example the red homes
being built across from the  Main Library.  If we had those homes here at West Buhne Street it
would upli� and invigorate our  neighborhood& Ward!  And in turn, the City of Eureka!

We know that the CITY is responsible for se�ng setbacks and height restric�ons  on building in
the City of Eureka, so we know its doable to seek adjustments to this proposed design. The
discussion on June 18th @ City Council,  was definitely encouraging in that direc�on.

 Again, No one is trying to  stop housing, we want the Planning Commi�ee to hold ACGC to higher
building standards. I know he can come  up with a be�er design that respects, invigorates our
home, property, neighbors,  neighborhood& ACGC tenants.

Honestly,  Dan and I don't understand the predatory push back from the  planning dpt, the
aggressive tac�cs, the gasligh�ng and the unwillingness to reach a workable solu�on.

Unfortunately, ACGC, Will Adams, his community liason Raelina Krikston , City Staff, and the City
Manager, have all been unethical and predatory in their ac�ons toward us thus far.

Let me begin with a �meline;

*On April 28th, we received a call from our neighbor,who was very concerned about the public
no�ce she received about the proposed build @West Buhne street. We shared in her concerns
about the building prac�ce of ACGC and what he was proposing to build. 

About 8 Years ago, ACGC built 2 large Mul�family Apartments on the same lot as the proposed
Apartment complex. ACGC built so close to the adjacent property line, the roof eaves  and
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windows from his apartments are overlooking directly down on the home* adjacent to it.[ photo
included].

How could this happen? 

Obviously a Design  Review Criteria  has been viola�ed and it wasn't caught prior to construc�on. 

The people who lived in the home*- overwhelmed- with loss of privacy, light and respect, sold
their home to an investor. Now this property is a rental home and is in shambles due to lack of
pride of ownership. No one, including us, wants this to happen to our home/ property/
neighborhood.   

A�er talking to our neighbor, Dan called the Assistant Planner affiliated with the Staff Report,
Millisa Smith, to ask ques�ons about the process and to state his obvious concerns. *She
immediately called him a 'Nimby'.  

That is a harassing and demoralizing way to dismiss a property owners concerns.

 Isn't Public No�ce the �me for these ques�ons? Isnt that how a democra�c society is run?   

  City staff was out of line! And it con�nued,

 *when Millisa Smith and  Developmental Service Director Cris�n Kenyan pursued to dismantle the
Design Review Commi�ee with a staff presenta�on at City Council on June 18th.

Community member, Chuck Pe�y, along with us spoke at that  June 18th City Council mee�ng,
because we  saw this blantant and concerning way City stafff and  City Manager were trying to
circumvent the Design Review decision to deny ACGC plans and to manipulate the City Council and
to create a planning Dpt,with no public no�ce,  no transparency and ethics!      

   It  is so concerning, predatory And extremely in�mida�ng to us, ci�zens.

*On May 5th, The Community Spokesperson for ACGC , Raelina Krikston, lurked around my
property with a camera and presented photos to the Design Review Commi�ee about *My
Property!

My property is *NOT under Design Review!

Not only did she present erroneous documenta�on and used old photos from Goggle Maps , but
she also stated falsehood about my property. Again, MY property is not under Design Review. This
is predatory harassment.

*On May 8th, We presented quani�fiable evidence to the Design Review commi�ee.

  The Design Review Commi�ee Denied ACGC plans for the proposed building based on the Design
Review Commi�ee Criteria: "ANALYSIS:To approve a Design Review applica�on, the [DRC] Must
make the following findings.

#1 The Proposed development will not be detrimental to public health, safety, or welfare or
materially injurious to the proper�es or improvements in the vicinity."

Immediately a�er the ruling, i turned around in the City Council Chambers and I looked at Will
Adams [ ACGC] and said , " please, lets work together."

He replied , " FUCK OFF Lady." And abrupty le� the Chambers. I was in shock. 
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 I posted on FB Immediately a�er he said that to me. A � acquaintance saw my post and jokingly
messaged Miles Sla�ery.[ They are friends]  She said to him, "ACGC is losing their shit" 

 And Miles Sla�ery Replied,[ screen shot included] 
 " lose  what? He will not lose. The Design Review stepped out of their purview once again. They

will prevail.Not only because of the appeal process , but state law doesn't allow denial of housing
projects. Just the fact."

This is very concerning to us and every ci�zen who comes down to City Council Chambers, in good
faith,  and  follows the rules*;set forth -BY the same city government , who is  saying that they will
prevail because of the appeal process they have created.

This is Unethical. This is unreal! Im greatly concerned!

 Planning Dpt city staff is manipula�ve. Who are they serving? is this whole appeal process just a
waste of �me?

    Later ,On May 8th, a�er the Design Review Commi�ee mee�ng , when we got up to leave, 
Raelina Krikston approach us in a threatening way and called us,

 " En�tled and Spoiled homeowners" then offered us money to buy our property. Highly predatory
behavior! They are THUGS!  So concerning and ethically alarming!  Our lawyer sent ACGC, Will
Adams and Raelina Krikston a le�er to halt the harassing behavior or we would seek a restraining
order. Again, at a great finacial cost to us.

 It gets worse,

Later that day  on MAY 8TH at 3:15pm i found a City Worker parked in a City Vehicle work truck
with a camera pointed at my property from1 block away! Down on Garland street. [ I ironically
drove home a different way.]

I was threatened and called my lawyer. At more  great expense to us,  i have  to retain a lawyer to
protect us from the predatory ac�ons of city staff, manager, and ACGC, and Realina Krikston. 

 With my Lawyers advice, I then went down to the first public mee�ng at City Council to publicly
state what was happening to us!            [* May 8th Planning Commi�ee Mee�ng Public Comment
]. It was humilia�ng and put more stress on my  already worn down well- being.

*May 9th  Miles Sla�ery messaged me.  I messaged him back saying;  DO NOT contact me /
instead talk to my lawyer.  Guess what he did?

He con�nued to message me!!  Again, That is harassing.   He admi�ed he had a worker in my
neighborhood but without a camera! This is a  LIE. I saw the camera. Why would i make this up!?

 Its so stressful to con�nuly fight for your well being and your voice and respect!

A few days shortly a�er the May 8th  Design Review Commi�ee Mee�ng,  we get a message from
the City Administrator, R  Gannon.

 She started our appeal is pushed back because the Planning Dpt had to work on another ma�er*.
 Now we know that * other ma�er was hours of work to write up a report to dismantle the Design

Commi�ee.
 Wow.

 We have been beside our self with stress, new financial  legal obliga�ons, threats and harassment
and gasligh�ng?  wai�ng and wai�ng, 

 and our case was delayed so  city staff could figure out a way to deny us a reasonable way
forward.       That is so dirty.

 I literally haven't been ea�ng or sleeping this en�re �me wai�ng,  the anxiety has le� me so
worried about this process and jus�ce only to learn now, it was solely delayed so the City Staff
could strategies against us.
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So disheartening.

*On June 16th i wrote a le�er to the Editor@ Redheaded Blackbelt. It was my first �me ive made
the  public  aware  of all the predatory behavior we've  encountered.  I hold faith that all who
know the real story with the beau�ful field on West Buhne street and wrote le�ers in support of a
Design Change to be�er suit our unique and quirky historical neighborhood are respected.

Now,  i con�nue to wait  for our schedule mee�ng on Wednesday June 26th.  
 Im so beat down and exhausted.

 On the Agenda, i sit and i read the newest a�acks   against us , from city staff and  ACGC,  plus, a
nonprofit that Raelina Krikston has contacted.

 She has go�en them  fired up  thinking we hate renters and rentals and housing for all.  And 
erroneous they accuse us of trying to STOP housing.

 i went to check on their Web Site/ and none appear.  Is it a real reputable nonprofit?  Im not sure i
cannot find anything about them on the internet.   However,  their threats are moot because we
are NOT trying to STOP housing. 

I plead , be brave, stand up  to bad development and lets find workable code solu�on to move
forward with a design change for the  proposed building on West Buhne Street. 

It can be done.

Thank you for your �me. 

 

On Fri, Jun 21, 2024, 9:14 PM stacia oneil <staciaone@gmail.com> wrote:
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