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The City of Eureka is working on a specific plan for the northern waterfront called the
Waterfront Eureka Plan (WEP). The Plan Area encompasses approximately 130 acres and
consists of three districts identified in the City’s 2040 General Plan: the Commercial Bayfront
District, Old Town, and the Library District. The WEP is supported by two State grants: (1) an
SB2 Planning grant and a Local Early Action Planning (LEAP) grant, both of which are intended to
accelerate and streamline housing production in the Plan Area.

Staff anticipates bringing the final WEP to the Planning Commission at a noticed public hearing
this April to make a recommendation to the City Council for adoption in May. To meet grant
deadlines, the WEP must be adopted by City Council this summer.

Attachment | includes drafts of the WEP’s vision, land use, and zoning sections to allow for
review and initial feedback from Planning Commission in March, ahead of the noticed public
hearing in April. The land use descriptions and zoning regulations have evolved since the Planning
Commission reviewed the initial draft plan in July 2023, in large part to address comments on the
plan submitted by California Coastal Commission Staff regarding the need to further prioritize
coastal-dependent, coastal-related, and visitor-serving uses (the final WEP land use and zoning
must be approved [i.e., “certified”] by the California Coastal Commission to become effective).



Updated Draft Waterfront Eureka Plan Review
March 12, 2025

Other changes were made based on an inventory and analysis of ground-floor uses in Old Town
performed in spring 2024 on behalf of the City by four Cal Poly Humboldt students for their
Planning and Policy Senior Capstone Class. The students’ final report is titled “Challenges and
Opportunities to Support a Vibrant Downtown” and can be found on the City’s website, on the
Planning Library page (https://www.eurekaca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5447/Challenges-and-
Opportunities-to-Support-a-Vibrant-Downtown---Final-Cal-Poly-Capstone-Report). An excerpt

of the report’s findings, including the inventory of ground-floor uses, is included as Attachment
2.

Staff is requesting that Planning Commission review and provide comments on the attached
excerpts of the draft WEP.
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