DRAFT RESOLUTION




RESOLUTION NO. 2025-__

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF EUREKA
RECOMMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT THE GULCH GREENWAY OVERLAY
ZONE MAPPING AND ORDINANCE AND ASSOCIATED MUNICIPAL CODE UPDATES

WHEREAS, the City’s gulches and greenways are vegetated open space areas in and around
ravines or valleys, typically containing creeks and wetlands; and

WHEREAS, the City of Eureka is largely build-out, and the remaining gulches and greenways are
unique and valuable community assets, serving as wildlife migration corridors and habitat,
supporting stormwater management and flood control, and offering access to nature in an urban
environment, among other benefits; and

WHEREAS, the City’s 2040 General Plan, the overarching long-term policy document that guides
future growth and resource conservation within the City, includes Policy NR-2.2 calling for the
City to prepare and adopt Gulch Greenway Preservation / Management Guidelines that identify
and protect sensitive species habitat and the hydrologic capacity of Eureka’s gulches and
greenways; and

WHEREAS, the City’s current Inland Zoning Code (Eureka Municipal Code [EMC] Chapter 155)
does not provide specific protections for gulches and greenways, allowing most development
within or adjacent to these areas—including homes, accessory structures, and grading—to
proceed with ministerial approval through a building permit or no City oversight, without
discretionary review or evaluation of potential environmental impacts; and

WHEREAS, the City Council called for adoption of a Gulch Greenway Ordinance as a two-year
goal in Eureka’s Strategic Vision Plan for 2023-2024; and

WHEREAS, after years of public outreach, numerous City Council and Commission meetings,
and in consultation with California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) staff, City staff, with
the help of consultants, has prepared Gulch Greenway Overlay Zone mapping and regulations;
and

WHEREAS, the City is proposing to amend the Inland Zoning Map to establish the boundaries of
a new Gulch Greenway Overlay Zone, and to add a new subsection (EMC §155.224.050) to the
Inland Zoning Code establishing additional standards for parcels within the new overlay zone and
additional permitting processes for development within a smaller subset of the overlay zone
defined as the Gulch Greenway Management Area; and

WHEREAS, the City is also proposing to amend the Inland Zoning Code’s tree removal and
landscaping regulations (EMC §§155.304.140 and 155.328) and introductory, procedural, and
glossary sections (EMC §155.116, §155.404, §155.412, and §155.508) and the grading (i.e,
“Construction Site Erosion Control”) regulations in the Building Code (EMC §150.200 et seq.)
to make updates consistent with the new Gulch Greenway Overlay Zone regulations; and
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WHEREAS, EMC §155.432 regulates Inland Zoning Map and Code amendments, and requires the
Planning Commission to hold a public hearing on a proposed amendment for the purpose of
recommending action to the City Council based upon the findings specified in §155.432.070
(Findings for Approval); and

WHEREAS, City Council’s pending decision to adopt the proposed map and text amendments (a
decision for which the Planning Commission is providing a recommendation) is a discretionary
action and thus the proposed map and text amendments are considered a “project” subject to
environmental review in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka did hold a duly noticed public hearing
at City Hall in the City of Eureka on May 14, 2025 at 5:30 p.m., both in-person in the Council
Chamber and via Zoom, to consider the proposed map and text amendments; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka has reviewed the proposed map and
text amendents in accordance with EMC §155.432 (Zoning Code and General Plan Amendments),
and after due consideration of all testimony, evidence, and reports offered at the public hearing,
does hereby find and determine the following facts:

I. The proposed map and text amendments are consistent with the City’s 2040 General
Plan, and specifically implement General Plan Policy NR-2.2, which calls for the
preparation and adoption of Gulch Greenway Preservation / Management Guidelines that
identify and protect sensitive species habitat and the hydrologic capacity of Eureka’s
gulches and greenways;

2. The proposed map and text amendments are internally consistent with the remainder of
the Zoning Code;

3. The proposed map and text amendments will not be detrimental to the public interest,
health, safety, convenience, or welfare;

4. The proposed map amendment applies a new Gulch Greenway Overlay Zone to affected
sites that are physically suitable to accommodate development that complies with the
General Plan and contributes to the health, safety, and welfare of the property,
surrounding properties, and the community at large;

5. The proposed project (i.e., the map and text amendments) is exempt from the provisions
of CEQA, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15307 (Class 7, Actions by Regulatory Agencies
for Protection of Natural Resources) and §15308 (Class 8, Actions by Regulatory Agencies
for Protection of the Environment), because the project consists of actions taken by a
regulatory agency to assure the protection of natural resources and the environment, the
project does not relax development standards or involve construction activities, and none
of the exceptions to categorical exemptions outlined in CEQA Guidelines §15300.2 apply;
and

6. The proposed project is also exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines §15061(b)(3) (the Common Sense Exemption), because it can be seen with
certainty that there is no possibility the project may have a significant effect on the
environment.



RESOLUTION NO. 2025-__
Page 3

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka does
hereby recommend the City Council adopt the Gulch Greenway Overlay Zone mapping and
ordinance and associated municipal code updates.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka in
the County of Humboldt, State of California, on the 14t day of May, 2025 by the following
vote:

AYES: COMMISSIONERS
NOES: COMMISSIONERS
ABSENT: COMMISSIONERS
ABSTAIN: ~ COMMISSIONERS

Meredith Maier, Chair, Planning Commission

Attest:

Cristin Kenyon, Executive Secretary





