STAFF REPORT — PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING

TO: Honorable Chair and Commissioners
FROM: David Loya, Director of Community Development
PREPARER: David Loya, Director of Community Development

DATE: May 13, 2025

TITLE: Consider the City’s Local Coastal Program and Provide Direction as Necessary

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the Commission receive a staff report on the updated Draft Local Coastal Element
and Coastal Zoning Ordinance and provide any direction or recommendations as necessary.

INTRODUCTION:

The City updating the Local Coastal Program (“Program”), which was last certified in 1989.
Arcata’s Program includes the Local Coastal Element (Element) and the Coastal Zoning Ordinance
(Ordinance). The Element and Ordinance have been updated based on Commission and public input
and final staff edits. The track changes summary of edits is enclosed (Attachment A). The updated
drafts, dated May 13, 2025, are available on the City’s website at
https://www.cityofarcata.org/549/Local-Coastal-Program-Update. The Commission may review and
provide direction on the Program.

DISCUSSION:

State Law authorizes Local Coastal Programs, which, when certified by the Coastal Commission,
implement the Coastal Act at the local level. The City’s current Program was certified in 1989.
There have been minor project level updates since that time and a few code amendments. But the
Program is out of step with current policy and zoning.

The Program consists of a Local Coastal Element and a Coastal Zoning Ordinance. The Element
includes the policy framework, as well as any implementation programs apart from zoning necessary
to implement the Coastal Act. The Ordinance includes the codes necessary to address development
and coastal resource protection. The Element will be incorporated as an Element of the General Plan
and will fully replace the currently adopted Coastal Land Use Element of the General Plan. The
Coastal Zoning Ordinance will fully replace the current Coastal Zoning Ordinance, the Land Use
and Development Guide.

The Commission and Public has considered the draft Program at the March 25 and April 22, 2025,
meetings. These drafts were based on more than a decade of public input. This meeting provides the
Commission and the public an opportunity to start its final review of these well-vetted documents.



While the Commission may discuss any part of the Element, staff suggests focusing on the planning
and locating new development and the basics around zoning, as well as how the document will relate
to other City planning documents.

The goal is to submit the comprehensive update to the Commission by mid-summer of 2025. This
updated schedule is based on the progress the Commission is making in its local approval review.

All draft versions of the Element and the Ordinance, Commissioner Comments, Public Comments,
and links to relevant information will be posted on the City’s website at
https://www.cityofarcata.org/549/Local-Coastal-Program-Update. There were no Commissioner
comments submitted for this meeting. There were two public comments submitted for this item.

ATTACHMENTS:
A. LCP Track Changes 2025.05.13 version
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