CITY OF

FURERA

CALIFORNIA

MINUTES OF
PLANNING COMMISSION

May 21, 2025

The Planning Commission of the City of Eureka met in SPECIAL Session on the above date, 5:30
P.M. Open Session, at the Eureka City Hall, Council Chambers, 531 “K” Street, Eureka.

Commissioner Freitas moved, seconded by Commissioner Kraft, to include Michael Benson by Zoom.
Motion carried.

Ayes: Meredith Maier, Michael Benson, Delores Freitas, Michael Kraft, Steve Lazar
Noes: None

Absent: None

Abstain: None

A) ROLL CALL
PRESIDING:Meredith Maier
PRESENT: Michael Benson

Delores Freitas
Michael Kraft
Steve Lazar

ABSENT: None
STAFF: Henry Baker, Sam Giffard, Alex Gonzalez, Cristin Kenyon, Caitlin Castellano, Jessica

Paine

B) SALUTE TO THE FLAG led by Commissioner Freitas.

C) APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Commission Kraft moved, seconded by Commissioner Lazar, to approve the minutes as

presented. Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Meredith Maier, Michael Benson, Delores Freitas, Michael Kraft, Steve Lazar
Noes: None

Absent: None

Abstain: None

D) NEW BUSINESS
1. Resolution to Remove Parking Indentures between 3011 G Street and the properties at 3005 G



and 611 Harris Street (PI-25-1)
Sam Giffard provided a staff report.

Commissioner Lazar moved, seconded by Commissioner Freitas to adopt a resolution approving
the removal of parking indentures involving 3011 G Street, 3005 G Street, and 611 Harris Street
as the existing uses comply with current parking regulations. Motion carried by the following
vote:

Ayes: Meredith Maier, Michael Benson, Delores Freitas, Michael Kraft, Steve Lazar

Noes: None

Absent: None

Abstain: None

E) PUBLIC HEARINGS — CONTINUED- None

F) PUBLIC HEARINGS - NEW
1. McKenny Residential Unit Use Permit (UP-25-3)
Location: 2328 23rd St.; APN: 013-113-034

Henry Baker provided a staff report.
Public Hearing was opened and closed at 5:42 pm.

Commissioner Freitas moved, seconded by Commissioner Kraft, to adopt a resolution finding
the project is exempt from CEQA and conditionally approving the McKenny Residential Unit Use
Permit at 2328 23rd Street. Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Meredith Maier, Michael Benson, Delores Freitas, Michael Kraft, Steve Lazar

Noes: None

Absent: None

Abstain: None

2. Sunset Heights Parcel 1 Design Review Modification (MOD-25-1 to DR-24-0005)
Location: 1200 W Harris Street; APNs: 008-052-024, -025, and -032 (new APNs pending for
Parcel 1)

Commissioner Benson recused himself from this item.

Alex Gonzalez provided a staff report.

Beth Matsumoro answered questions from the Commission.

Public Hearing was opened at 5:53 pm. The following individuals addressed the Commission:
Beth Matsomoro
Evelyn Doyle

Public Hearing was closed at 5:56 pm.

Commissioner Lazar moved, seconded by Commissioner Freitas, to adopt a resolution finding



the project modification exempt from CEQA and conditionally approving the revised street-facing
facade designs for buildings 1A and 1B on Parcel 1 of the Sunset Heights Affordable Housing
Development. Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Meredith Maier, Delores Freitas, Michael Kraft, Steve Lazar

Noes: None

Absent: Michael Benson

Abstain: None

. Gulch Greenway Overlay Zone and Associated Municipal Code Update (TA-21-0003)
Commissioner Maier recused herself from this item. Vice Chair Kraft took over the running of the
meeting.

Cristin Kenyon provided a staff report.

Commissioner Lazar and Commissioner Kraft commented about speaking with Kelly Martin by
phone and both directed him to attend tonight's meeting.

Public Hearing was opened at 6:34 pm. The following individuals addressed the Commission in

person:
Bill Barnum Steven Santos Joe Bonino Mike Miles Lawrence Kluck

Arvin Mall Anna Hamilton Charles Stoneman Katie Reon Gina Kelly Martin
Greg Pierson Joanne Melody Chris Nelson Nick Hansen

The following individuals addressed the Commission over Zoom:
Dell  Michael Munson  Justin Buller ~ Rachel Smith  Chris Frankel  Evelyn Doyle

Public Hearing closed at 7:33 pm.

Commissioner Lazar moved, seconded by Commissioner Kraft, to adopt a resolution
recommending City Council adopt the Gulch Greenway Overlay Zone Mapping and Ordinance
and Associated Municipal Code Updates with minor modifications recommended by staff to fix the
reference to the new Gulch Greenway Overlay ordinance in the Tree Removal regulations and
add a Gulch Greenway Overlay standard prohibiting rubbish in the Gulch Greenway Management
Area, including disposal of yard waste, in compliance with EMC §94.15 et seq. (Weeds, Rubbish
and Debris), and with the following additional recommendations that the council consider:

e Authorize rebuilding of structures within the Gulch Greenway Management Area destroyed
by casualty or natural disaster without any additional permitting requirements;

e Exempt activities already regulated under a Timber Harvest Plan from additional permitting
requirements;

e Add a permitting exemption for fencing if the fencing is wildlife friendly or constructed a
minimum of 10 or 20 feet above the slope break even if not wildlife friendly;

e Modify the second column (“Outside GGMA”) of Table 224-1 so that uses that don't
otherwise require a building or grading permit are principally permitted and do not require
consultation with City Staff; and

e Increase the minimum diameter threshold for a protected tree within GGMA from 12 inches
to 24 inches.



Motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Michael Kraft, Delores Freitas, Steve Lazar
Noes: Michael Benson

Absent: Meredith Maier

Abstain: None

G) COMMISSIONERS' REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS
1. Appointment of special committee to discuss the commercial fishing industry.
Chair Maier took control of the meeting.

Commissioner Kraft addressed this item.

Chair Maier appointed Commissioners Kraft and Benson to a special committee, to also include
members of the Economic Development Commission, commercial fishing industry, and City
staff, to explore and potentially make recommendations to the City Council on the commercial

fishing industry in Eureka.

H) DIRECTOR'S REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS
Caitlin Castellano introduced Chris Lohoefener the newest hire with the Planning Department.

1) ADJOURNMENT- 8:38 pm.
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