RESOLUTION NO. 2025-__

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF EUREKA
RECOMMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT AN ORDINANCE AMENDING INLAND
ZONING CODE §§155.204 (RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS), 155.316 (ACCESSORY
DWELLING UNITS), AND 155.332.040 (URBAN LOT SPLIT SUBDIVISION) CONSISTENT
WITH CURRENT STATE LAW

WHEREAS, the City’s Housing Element includes Implementation Program H-33, which requires
the City to stay informed about housing-related legislation passed by the State Legislature and to
make an on-going effort to update local development regulations to maintain consistency with
this ever-changing body of State law; and

WHEREAS, the City proposes to amend sections of the Inland Zoning Code (Eureka Municipal
Code [EMC] Chapter 155) regulating accessory dwelling units (EMC §155.316), residential zoning

districts (EMC §155.204), and urban lot split subdivisions (EMC §155.332.040) consistent with
current State housing law; and

WHEREAS, since the City Council adopted the last cleanup amendment to the Inland Zoning
Code on October 17,2023, the State has made several significant changes to ADU law (§§663 10—
66324) that must be incorporated into the City’s ADU regulations to ensure compliance; and

WHEREAS, in reviewing the current State ADU law, City staff identified further modifications to
the City’s ADU regulations necessary to ensure compliance with State law, simplify
implementation, and remove regulatory barriers to ADU construction; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill (SB) 9 went into effect on January |, 2022 requiring the City of Eureka to
allow property owners to split properties in the Residential Estate (RE) and Residential Low (R1I)
inland (single-family) zoning districts into two lots each with a minimum parcel size of 1,200
square feet (CA Govt. Code §66411.7), and build two attached or detached primary residential
units on each single-family-zoned lot (CA Govt. Code §65852.21); and

WHEREAS, while the City adopted an Inland Zoning Code amendment in February 2022 in order
to implement SB 9, key provisions of CA Govt. Code §§66411.7 and 65852.2] were omitted and
are now proposed to be added to EMC §155.204 (Residential Zoning Districts and EMC
§155.332.040 (Urban Lot Split Subdivision) to fully implement the requirements of SB 9; and

WHEREAS, additional changes to the implicated Inland Zoning Code sections are proposed as
part of the amendment as part of an on-going code cleanup effort to ensure the zoning code is
understandable and user-friendly, by both Staff and the public; and

WHEREAS, EMC §155.432 regulates Inland Zoning Code amendments, and requires the Planning
Commission to hold a public hearing on a proposed amendment for the purpose of
recommending action to the City Council based upon the findings specified in §155.432.070
(Findings for Approval); and
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WHEREAS, the City Council’s pending decision to adopt the proposed amendment (a decision
for which the Planning Commission is providing a recommendation) is a discretionary action

subject to environmental review in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA); and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka did hold a duly noticed public hearing
at City Hall in the City of Eureka on July 9, 2025 at 5:30 p.m., both in-person in the Council
Chamber and via Zoom, to consider the proposed amendment; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka has reviewed the proposed amendent
in accordance with EMC §155.432 (Zoning Code and General Plan Amendments), and after due
consideration of all testimony, evidence, and reports offered at the public hearing, does hereby
find and determine the following facts:

I. The proposed amendment is consistent with the General Plan, including Implementation
Program H-33 of the Housing Element which requires the City to make an on-going effort
to update local development regulations to maintain consistency with changes to state
housing law.

2. The proposed amendment is internally consistent with the remainder of the Zoning Code.

3. The proposed amendment will not be detrimental to the public interest, health, safety,
convenience, or welfare.

4. Local ordinances adopted to implement State ADU law and SB 9, including the currently
proposed Inland Zoning Code amendment, are exempt from CEQA pursuant to CA Govt.
Code §§21080.17, 65852.21(k), and 6641 1.7(n). Other proposed minor modifications to
the implicated sections of the Inland Zoning Code intended to improve readability are
also exempt under the Common Sense Exemption, CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3),
because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility the project may have a
significant effect on the environment.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka does
hereby recommend the City Council adopt the proposed Inland Zoning Code amendment.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka in
the County of Humboldt, State of California, on the 9t day of July, 2025 by the following vote:

AYES: COMMISSIONERS
NOES: COMMISSIONERS
ABSENT: COMMISSIONERS
ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONERS

Meredith Maier, Chair, Planning Commission
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Attest:

Cristin Kenyon, Executive Secretary



