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Cristin Kenyon

From: Van Gorder, Mike@HCD <Mike.VanGorder@hcd.ca.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 16, 2025 3:43 PM
To: Cristin Kenyon
Cc: Planning; Caitlin Castellano; Garza, David@HCD
Subject: RE: Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance inquiry - City of Eureka
Attachments: ADU Model Ordinance Template.pdf; Mill-Valley-ADU-Ordinance-Repeal-

Request-04092025.pdf

This email appears to have legitimately come from a frequently-contacted external vendor or agency. Still, 
please exercise caution when replying or interacting with links or attachments.  

 

Hi Cristin -  
 
I can appreciate the difficulty of keeping up with changing state laws, particularly as a one-person 
operation. To that end, my team has put together a few options to assist jurisdictions in keeping 
consistent with State ADU Law – you can repeal your existing ordinance and rely entirely on State 
ADU Law for approvals, or you can use the attached model ordinance to frame a new ordinance 
moving forward. Either of these choices would satisfy State ADU Law and should be more user 
friendly than drafting an ordinance from scratch. I’ve included a repeal request letter sent to another 
jurisdiction with circumstances similar to Eureka. Public-facing information would need to clearly state 
that the City has repealed its existing ordinance.  
 
Please note that this refers specifically and exclusively to the inland areas of the City; areas in the 
coastal zone are reviewed by a different standard. Lastly, on the severability clause – Government 
Code section 66316 states “If a local agency has an existing accessory dwelling unit ordinance that 
fails to meet the requirements of this article, that ordinance shall be null and void and that agency 
shall thereafter apply the standards established in this article for the approval of accessory dwelling 
units, unless and until the agency adopts an ordinance that complies with this article.” Thus, State 
ADU Law’s ‘null and void’ language would overrule a severability clause in a local ordinance.  
 
I’m happy to help in any way I can. Please let me know how you’d like to proceed.  
 
Thank you kindly,  

 

Mike Van Gorder 
Housing Policy Analyst 
Accountability and Enforcement Unit 
Housing & Community Development 
Phone: (916) 776-7541 
651 Bannon Street  
Sacramento, CA 95811 
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From: Cristin Kenyon <ckenyon@eurekaca.gov>  
Sent: Friday, May 16, 2025 8:38 AM 
To: Van Gorder, Mike@HCD <Mike.VanGorder@hcd.ca.gov> 
Cc: Planning <planning@eurekaca.gov>; Caitlin Castellano <ccastellano@eurekaca.gov> 
Subject: RE: Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance inquiry - City of Eureka 
 
Hi Mike, Attached is Ordi nance 951. T he ADU regulation changes are on pgs. 3 8-4 2. I do t he City’s long -range pla nning w ork on nights a nd weeke nds, and for the ne xt six months I’ m de dicated to updating our Local Coastal Progra m (Coastal  
 

Hi Mike, 
 
Attached is Ordinance 951. The ADU regulation changes are on pgs. 38-42. I do the City’s long-range planning 
work on nights and weekends, and for the next six months I’m dedicated to updating our Local Coastal 
Program (Coastal Element of our General Plan and our Coastal Zoning Code) – which hasn’t been updated 
since the 1980s and is a requirement of our Housing Element that we are past due on. Once that’s submitted, 
I’m going to work on our next Inland Zoning Code cleanup, including updating the ADU regulations consistent 
with 2024/2025/2026 state law – is that acceptable? We have a provision in our ordinance that states that if 
there is any conflict with applicable state law, state law supersedes our regulations and any ambiguities in our 
regulations shall be interpreted to be consistent with state law. We have your 2025 ADU Guidance document 
on our website, and consistent with our pre-emption provision, we process ADU applications consistent with 
state law, even when it conflicts with our local provisions.  
 
Thanks, 
Cristin 
Cristin Kenyon, AICP (she/her) 
Development Services Director | City of Eureka 
ckenyon@eurekaca.gov  (707) 441-4165 
 
 
 

From: Planning <planning@eurekaca.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2025 11:38 PM 
To: Cristin Kenyon <ckenyon@eurekaca.gov>; Caitlin Castellano <ccastellano@eurekaca.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance inquiry - City of Eureka 
 
 
 
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S23+ 5G, an AT&T 5G smartphone 
Get Outlook for Android [aka.ms] 

From: Van Gorder, Mike@HCD <Mike.VanGorder@hcd.ca.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2025 11:17:55 PM 
To: Planning <planning@eurekaca.gov> 
Cc: McLaughlin, Michael@HCD <Michael.McLaughlin@hcd.ca.gov> 
Subject: Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance inquiry - City of Eureka  
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This email appears to have legitimately come from a frequently-contacted external vendor or agency. Still, 
please exercise caution when replying or interacting with links or attachments.  

 

Good evening -  
 
The department is updating its archive of local jurisdictions’ ADU Ordinances. I see references to an 
Ordinance 951-C.S. adopted on 10-17-23. Please send a copy of this ordinance at your earliest 
convenience. Given the changes to State ADU Law since its adoption, how is the City processing 
ADU applications? And does the City have a timeline for the adoption of a new ordinance? 
 
Thank you kindly, 
  

 

Mike Van Gorder 
Housing Policy Analyst 
Accountability and Enforcement Unit 
Housing & Community Development 
Phone: (916) 776-7541 
651 Bannon Street  
Sacramento, CA 95811 

  

[twitter.com]  [facebook.com]  

[landlordtenant.dre.ca.gov] 
  
 
 
Please note that email correspondence with the City of Eureka, along with attachments, may be subject to the California Public Records Act, and therefore 
may be subject to disclosure unless otherwise exempt. This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the 
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender. This message contains confidential 
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. 
Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the 
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly 
prohibited.  




