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Dear Humboldt County Supervisors,

First off, I'd like to offer my sincerest thanks to all of you for all your hard work on behalf of
our community! 

I write to encourage the BOS and MCSD Board to prioritize identification of the most feasible
alignment for a multi-use pedestrian/bike path that connects the Mid Town Trail where it ends
at Railroad Ave to the McKinleyville Shopping Center and either (A) the short segments of
bike trail that extend north from Heartwood along the drainage between Sagewood and
Maplewood and/or (B) the end of Nursery Way by Timber Ridge. I urge you to protect this
corridor, incorporate it into McKinleyville Town Center planning, and to work toward
construction as soon as possible.

With the development of the new BMX track and park on School Road, the connections to the
short segments of bike trail just to the north that cross Heartwood (one branches off Sagewood
Way, the other off the end of Elmwood Place) seem likely to get a lot more use as people
access the new park. Those short trails, if connected to the Mid Town Trail just to the north
(that currently ends on a stretch of Railroad Ave that isn't very walk or bike-friendly) would
not only improve access to this park, but would make the the Mid Town Trail a much more
useful corridor and amenity for the whole community (especially once there's a connection to
Safeway and the rest of the shopping center). Another option would be to run the trail from the
end of the Mid Town Trail through the corner of Pickett, along behind Safeway, across Hiller
and then tie in either to the end of Nursery Way by Timber Ridge and/or to those short trails
north of Heartwood between Elmwood and Sagewood. The total distance of new trial required
for any of these options is a half mile or less through mostly empty lots. (See attached images.
Note: these are merely to illustrate the approximate total distance required to connect these
two endpoints. The actual physical alignment of the trail obviously needs to
incorporate consideration of a range of factors including parcel ownership, wetlands, and other
environmental and planning considerations, as well as Town Center plans.)

I don't know about the ownership of these lots, and I am aware that the plan for the Pierson
parcel and the McKinleyville Town Center is still being developed. That said, connecting the
Mid Town Trail through to the new BMX park seems like such an outstanding opportunity to
not only improve access to this park, but more generally to make our community more
pedestrian and bicycle-friendly (and healthier) that it should be a top priority and could even
be constructed  even before all the details of the McKinleyville Town Center are finalized –
maybe initially as a comparatively inexpensive packed gravel or wood chip path that could
easily be moved/removed. 

My request to the BOS, MCSD Board, and staff is that you prioritize identifying and then
protecting the most feasible alignment for this path, incorporating it into McKinleyville Town
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Center planning, and beginning construction as soon as possible.  (As mentioned above, I don't
have a strong preconceived notion of the best alignment except that it should connect the
existing Mid Town Trail to the bike trails just north of the new BMX track and park and/or
Nursery Way -- ideally with a segment or branch that connects to the McKinleyville Shopping
Center.) However, I believe that it is vital that this corridor be planned for and protected from
the outset of McKinleyville Town Center planning. If the trail and its route are added as an
afterthought, I am concerned that it may fall far short of its potential -- or never actually be
built at all.

Finally, I would like to re-emphasize that bike/pedestrian paths increase property values and
the health of communities. Further, despite assertions to the contrary, increased traffic on
better connected trails should drive down vandalism and crime.

I completely understand that it is far easier to come up with ideas like this than to see them
through, but I urge you to at least consider what I've proposed here. Thanks again for all you
do for our community!

Sincerely,

Joe Tyburczy, McKinleyville resident since 2013
2692 Daffodil Ave


