
RESOLUTION NO.    2026-       
 

AMENDED RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EUREKA, 
CALIFORNIA, OPPOSING UNITED STATES MILITARY OCCUPATION OF 

VENEZUELA AND EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE WAR POWERS 
RESOLUTION 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Eureka has long upheld principles of peace, human rights, and 
the responsible use of public resources, including through its 2017 Human Rights 
Affirmation Resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States grants to Congress the sole authority 
to declare war, and the 1973 War Powers Resolution was enacted to ensure that any 
introduction of U.S. armed forces into hostilities is subject to congressional oversight and 
democratic accountability; and 
 
WHEREAS, on January 3, 2026, the United States Armed Forces launched a large-scale 
military operation against the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, including air strikes and 
a special operations mission that resulted in the capture and removal to the United States 
of Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro and his wife; and 
 
WHEREAS, following that operation, the President of the United States publicly stated 
that the United States would “run Venezuela” during an interim period of transition, 
including control over aspects of governance and management of Venezuela’s oil 
resources - actions widely criticized domestically and internationally as de facto 
occupation or unlawful control of another sovereign state’s internal affairs; and 
 
WHEREAS, U.S. military presence and involvement in Venezuela continues without 
explicit statutory authorization from the Congress, raising serious concerns under the U.S. 
Constitution and the War Powers Resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, numerous governments, international law experts, and global organizations 
have condemned the U.S. strikes and control of Venezuelan institutions as violations of 
international law and Venezuelan sovereignty; and 
 
WHEREAS, current U.S. policy toward Venezuela, including continued military 
deployment, economic control over oil resources, and absence of clear congressional 
authorization, has contributed to destabilizing the country, exacerbating humanitarian 
conditions, and causing avoidable harm to civilian populations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Eureka recognizes that war, military occupation, or prolonged 
foreign military involvement have significant human, economic, and social costs that 
ultimately impact local communities, including through deployment of local service 
members, diversion of federal resources, and ripple effects on immigrant, diaspora, and 
multinational families; and 
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WHEREAS, local governments hold a responsibility to speak out when national actions 
threaten international peace, human rights, democratic orders, or the wellbeing of their 
residents at home and abroad; and 
 
WHEREAS, the War Powers Resolution requires the President to seek congressional 
authorization for the use of military force except in cases of direct and imminent threat, 
and reaffirms Congress’s essential constitutional authority over decisions of war, peace, 
and prolonged military presence; and 
 
WHEREAS, upholding the War Powers Resolution reinforces democratic checks and 
balances and prevents unauthorized or prolonged military engagement or occupation; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Eureka, that 
the order of business for all regular Council agendas shall be transacted as follows: 
 

1. The City of Eureka condemns the ongoing U.S. military strikes, occupation, or 
occupation-like control of Venezuela and opposes any United States military 
presence, intervention, or de facto governance of Venezuela without explicit 
authorization from the United States Congress in compliance with the Constitution 
and the War Powers Resolution. 

2. The City of Eureka affirms its support for the War Powers Resolution of 1973, 
including its requirements for congressional authorization and oversight of military 
actions and extended foreign deployments. 

3. The City of Eureka calls for an immediate and unconditional end to any U.S. 
military occupation or control activities in Venezuela, including a withdrawal of U.S. 
armed forces from Venezuelan territory and internal affairs. 

4. The City of Eureka urges the federal government to pursue diplomatic, 
humanitarian, and multilateral strategies to address the political, economic, and 
humanitarian crises facing Venezuela and to avoid actions that may contribute to 
regional instability, civilian harm, or violations of international law. 

5. The City of Eureka calls on Congress to assert its constitutional authority and 
require the President to cease all unauthorized military actions in Venezuela and 
to submit a detailed report on the legal justification, objectives, direction, and 
duration of current U.S. activities there. 

6. The City Clerk is directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to the President of 
the United States, the United States Secretary of State, the United States 
Secretary of Defense, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Majority 
Leader of the Senate, and the City’s federal representatives. 
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Eureka in the 
County of Humboldt, State of California, on the 12th day of January, 2026 by the following 
vote: 
 
AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS 
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS  
ABSENT:   COUNCILMEMBERS  
 

___________________________________ 
Kim Bergel, Mayor of the City of Eureka 

 
 Attest: 
 
 

________________________________   
Pamela J. Powell, City Clerk 

 
 
Approved as to Administration: Approved as to form: 
 
 
                                                      _________________________________ 
Miles Slattery, City Manager   Robert N. Black, City Attorney 


