
RESOLUTION PC-26-01 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF ARCATA  
RECCOMMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL ACCEPT THE 2025 GENERAL PLAN 

ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Arcata’s General Plan, which lays out the vision and policy for the 
City, was adopted in 2024; and  

WHEREAS, the City’s General Plan 2045 includes the required elements of Land Use, 
Circulation and Mobility, Housing, Resource Conservation and Management, Open Space, 
Public Safety, and Noise, as well as the optional elements of Growth Management, Public 
Facilities and Infrastructure, Gateway Area Plan, Parks and Recreation, Air Quality, Design, 
and Historic Preservation; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Arcata has made progress implementing the Arcata General Plan 2045 
over the past year; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Arcata Planning Commission views the Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA) as a floor and not a ceiling and encourages the City to meet actual needs 
as opposed to the State mandated floor; and 

WHEREAS, in 2019, the State of California mandated the preparation of annual performance 
reports to provide jurisdictions a way to monitor progress on identified community priorities 
and associated adopted policy;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission of the 
City of Arcata hereby recommends acceptance of the 2025 General Plan Annual 
Progress Report (Exhibit 1), and authorizes staff to submit the Report to the City 
Council, as representative of projects undertaken in the 2025 calendar year.  

 
DATED:  

ATTEST: 

 
  

 

David Loya Matthew Simmons, Chair 
Community Development Director Planning Commission  



CLERK'S 
CERTIFICATE 

 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution No. PC-26-01 passed 
and adopted at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Arcata, County of 
Humboldt, California, held on March 10, 2026. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 10th day of March 2026, by the following vote: 

 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTENTIONS: 
 
 

 

David Loya 
Deputy City Clerk, City of Arcata 



EXHIBIT 1 

City of Arcata General Plan 

2025 Annual Progress Report to the State Office of 
Planning and Research 

Planning Commission Approved: March 10, 2025 
   City Council Adopted: __________ 
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EXHIBIT 1 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
The Arcata General Plan shapes how the city will look, function, provide services, and 
manage resources over the next 20 years. As the City’s guiding framework for land use 
and physical development, it serves as the legal foundation for specific plans, 
subdivision regulations, and zoning ordinances, ensuring consistency across local land 
use policies. Comprehensive in scope, the General Plan reflects the core values that 
will direct Arcata’s future growth—both in physical form and community services. 

The City of Arcata is pleased to present the 2025 General Plan Annual Progress 
Report, which highlights the City's efforts to implement and update the General Plan. 
This report fulfills state requirements under Government Code Section 65400, 
mandating that local jurisdictions submit an annual report, approved by their legislative 
bodies, to the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) and the Department 
of Housing and Community Development (HCD). 

Prepared by the Community Development Department, this report details Arcata’s 
progress in implementing the General Plan, advancing Housing Element goals, and 
planning for upcoming updates to various plan elements. The Planning Commission will 
review the report at their meeting on March 10, 2026, and the City Council will consider 
adoption via resolution on March 18, 2026. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

SECTION 1. HOUSING ELEMENT 

This section summarizes the City’s progress toward meeting its Regional Housing 
Needs Allocation (RHNA) for the 2019–2027 planning cycle. The Housing Element 
Annual Progress Report (APR) has been submitted separately to the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD). A summary of 2025 
housing production and cumulative progress is provided below. 

2025 Production Highlights 

In 2025, the City of Arcata issued building permits for 53 housing units, including 10 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU’s).  

Arcata’s overall RHNA progress remains strong: 

• 91% of total RHNA allocation permitted to date (558 of 610 units)
• Exceeds the proportional benchmark of 75% at this point in the 8-year cycle
• Very Low-Income category: 118% complete (target exceeded)
• Moderate-Income category: 136% complete (target exceeded)
• Low-Income category: 99% complete (only one additional unit needed)

While production in the Above Moderate-Income category (56% complete) remains 
below target, overall progress across income levels is positive and ahead of schedule 
for this stage of the cycle. 

Ongoing Commitment 

The City remains committed to facilitating housing production across all income levels 
through continued policy implementation, streamlined review processes, and 
development incentives. Efforts will continue to focus on maintaining momentum in 
lower-income production while encouraging additional progress in above-moderate 
categories to ensure balanced housing growth through the remainder of the cycle. 

Income 
Category Allocation 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Units 
Permitted 
(to date) 

Remaining 
Units

% 
Complete

Very Low 142 0 48 36 83 0 0 0 167 0 118%
Low 95 10 2 1 62 8 7 4 94 1 99%
Moderate 111 6 10 3 10 110 5 7 151 0 136%
Above Moderate 262 9 10 14 20 41 10 42 145 116 56%
Total 610 25 70 54 175 159 22 53 558 117 91%

Arcata's Housing Production Progress 2019-2025
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EXHIBIT 1 

SECTION 3. GENERAL PLAN UPDATES 

A comprehensive update to the General Plan was adopted by the City Council on July 
17, 2024, marking the first full update since 1999. This revision reflects the City's 
commitment to sustainable growth, community identity, and environmental stewardship. 

In 2025, the city turned its attention to updating the Land Use Code as the General 
Plan’s implementing Ordinance. The City is currently under contract with Lisa Wise 
Consulting to complete this body of work, which includes updating to the Land Use 
Code, development of a Form-Based Code for Valley West, and development of an 
updated Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Ordinance. 

Additionally, the city is gearing up for updates associated with the 7th Cycle Housing 
Element, which must be certified by the State Housing and Community Development 
Department by July 15, 2027. In 2025, the city coordinated with the Humboldt County 
Association of Governments (HCAOG) and neighboring jurisdictions to distribute the 
Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) and will continue collaborating with other 
local jurisdictions as much as possible throughout the Housing Element update process. 
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