
  

Page 1 of 5 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 

May 13, 2026 

Title: Duane Flatmo Alley Naming  

Project: Public Naming Places PPN-25-1  

Location: Alley bounded by 4th and 5th and F and G Streets 

APNs: Adjoining 001-143-002, and -003, -004, -005, -010, -011 

Applicant: Eureka City Councilmember Kati Moulton 

Property Owner: City of Eureka alley right-of-way 

Purpose/Use: Public Alley 

Complete Application: March 26, 2026 

Deadline for Action: June 24, 2026 

General Plan / Zoning Downtown Commercial (DC) / Downtown (DT) 

California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA): 

Not required per CEQA Guidelines §15378 

Staff Contact: Chris Lohoefener, Senior Planner 

Recommendation: Accept public comment; and 
Adopt a resolution finding the project exempt from CEQA and 
recommending the City Council name the alley bounded by 4th 
and 5th Streets and F and G Streets as “Duane Flatmo Alley.” 

Suggested Motion: “I move the Planning Commission adopt a Resolution finding the 
project exempt from CEQA and recommending the City Council 
name the alley bounded by 4th and 5th Streets and F and G Streets 
as “Duane Flatmo Alley.” 

Figure 1: Location Map 
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PROJECT SUMMARY 

The Community Services Department received a proposal from Eureka City Councilmember 
Kati Moulton to name the alley bounded by 4th and 5th Streets, and F and G Streets as “Duane 
Flatmo Alley.” 
 
Figure 2: Site Map (Alley highlighted in yellow; stars indicate locations of Flatmo murals) 

 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 

The following description was developed from the Applicant’s submitted materials (Attachment 
3) and additional staff research.  
 
Duane Flatmo is a well-known Eureka artist whose murals, kinetic sculptures, and graphic work 
have become landmarks throughout Humboldt County, and a defining part of Eureka’s visual 
character. His large-scale murals, including the multi-story work on the Arkley Center for the 
Performing Arts, and other prominent pieces across downtown and Old Town, contribute to the 
identity of the City of Eureka’s Cultural Arts District.  
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Flatmo’s relationship with Eureka spans more than four decades. In the early 1980’s, he emerged 
as a leading local muralist with large public works such as the Bucksport Sporting Goods mural, 

followed later by “Nature’s Bounty” at the North Coast Co‑op, and “A Landscape of Humboldt 
County” at Pierson’s Building Center, as well as many other highly visible pieces throughout 
Eureka.  
 
Flatmo’s work has also brought positive national and international attention to Eureka. He has 
appeared on America’s Got Talent and The Tonight Show, and his kinetic fire sculptures Tin Pan 
Dragon and El Pulpo Mecanico have become widely recognized features at Burning Man and other 
events, with Tin Pan Dragon exhibited at the Smithsonian American Art Museum’s Renwick 
Gallery. He has also competed in building and art competitions like the Strange Vehicle Games in 
China, Junkyard Wars in the UK, as well as many Kinetic Sculpture Races throughout the United 
States. 

 
Beyond his personal artistic accomplishments, Flatmo has invested heavily in mentoring local 
youth and emerging artists. Through the Rural Burl Mural Bureau, a City of Eureka 
Redevelopment program through the Ink People, he worked with teens, young adults, and many 
other community members to design and paint public art in Old Town, helping them develop 
creative skills, build confidence, and establish lasting community connections.  
 
Based on these contributions, Councilmember Kati Moulton submitted a request to name the 
alley bounded by 4th and 5th Streets and F and G Streets as “Duane Flatmo Alley.” The alley sits 
beside one of Flatmo’s and Eureka’s most recognizable works, the “Tribute to Architecture and 
Performing Arts” mural, making it an especially appropriate location to bear his name (Figure 3). 
 

Figure 3: Flatmo Murals Adjacent to Subject Alley (see Figure 2 above for locations) 

 
There is history in Eureka of naming public alleys. In 1977, the City Council named three alleys: 
(1) “Snug Alley,” bounded by 1st and 2nd Streets and C and F Streets; (2) “Opera Alley,” bounded 
by 2nd and 3rd Streets and E and G Streets; and (3) “Pioneer Alley,” bounded by 3rd and 4th 

Tribute to Architecture and 
Performing Arts 

Alley Cats 
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Streets and F and G Streets. And in 2021, the City Council named “Charlie Moon Way,” bounded 
by 4th and 5th Streets and E and F Streets. 
 
ANALYSIS 

Eureka Municipal Code §152.15 et seq. prescribes the process for naming and renaming of streets 
and other public facilities. Requests are referred to the Planning Commission for 
recommendation of whether to name the street or facility as proposed, or to recommend a 
different name. 
 
The Planning Commission must consider the following policy guidelines: 

1) Any street which is a continuation of, or approximately the continuation of, any existing 
street should be given the same name as the already existing street, in the absence of 

other overriding considerations. 

2) Streets and other public facilities should not be given names which would cause confusion 
with other streets or public facilities. 

3) Names which achieve any of the following purposes should be promoted: 

a) A name which serves to identify the location of the subject by reference to distinct 
geographic, environmental or development features in the immediate area. 

b) A name which references the history of the subject site or its immediate area. 

c) A name which identifies a person or family who made an extraordinary donation 
of land or funds to promote the construction or improvement of the subject public 
facility. 

d) A name which recognizes a person or family who made a distinct, significant 
contribution to the well-being of the city, including past mayors, councilmembers, 
board or commission members, officers, or employees of the city. 

 
When the naming or renaming involves a street, public building, park or recreational facility under 
the authority of the Open Space, Parks and Recreation Commission, Harbor Commission, or 
Zoo Advisory Board, the request must be referred to the appropriate body for recommendation 
prior to being referred to the Planning Commission. 
 
Pursuant to EMC §152.17, prior to any change of name of an existing street, if the renaming 
would change the street address of one or more occupants of abutting property, written notice 

of the proposed renaming should be mailed to all such affected occupants at least 10 days prior 
to the date of the hearing. In this case, renaming the alley will not affect addresses of the abutting 
property owners as they do not have alley addresses, and therefore noticing was not conducted. 
 
Following the Planning Commission’s action, a report will be sent to the City Council at a future 
meeting, and the Council may approve the Commission’s recommendation, remand the matter 
to the Planning Commission for further consideration, or make its own decision on the matter. 
 
The following discussion analyzes the proposed naming for each of the policy guidelines listed 
above. The analysis and recommendations included herein are based upon adopted regulations 
and current law. 
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This document was prepared by City staff with the assistance of generative AI tools for drafting and 
editing support. All analysis, conclusions, and determinations were reviewed and finalized by City staff. 

1) The proposal involves an alley naming. Eureka Municipal Code Chapter 56 defines a 
“Street” as any public right-of-way or easement for street, road, alley [emphasis added], 
highway, lane, court, or other public access purposes vested in the city. The alley 
proposed as Duane Flatmo Alley is not a continuation of, or approximately the 
continuation of, any existing street or alley. Charlie Moon Way is located on the same 
alley corridor, but is one block to the west and will not be impacted. 

2) There are no other streets/alleys or public facilities in Eureka named Duane Flatmo Alley. 
Provided the request is approved, there should be no confusion with other streets/alleys, 
or public facilities. 

3) Naming the alley Duane Flatmo Alley (along with the wayfinding signage that will be 
installed) references Duane Flatmo’s contributions to Eureka’s cultural life and visual 
identity, and his mentorship of local youth and artists through community-based public 

art, as further described in Attachment 3. 
 
The Open Space, Parks and Recreation Commission met on March 26, 2026, to consider the 
proposed alley naming. Councilmember Kati Moulton presented a slideshow highlighting Duane 
Flatmo’s work and contributions to Eureka and the broader community. Following brief 
discussion and no public comment, the Commission voted unanimously to support naming the 
alley “Duane Flatmo Alley” (Attachment 2). 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines §15378, a project is 
defined as an action that has the potential to result in either a direct physical change in the 

environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment. Assigning 
a name to an alley will have no effect on the environment. Therefore, naming an alley is not a 
project and no CEQA review is required. 
 
CONCLUSION 

Based on the analysis above, the proposal is consistent with the City’s adopted naming policies 
and will not create confusion with existing street or facility names. Accordingly, Staff believes 
naming the alley bounded by 4th and 5th Streets and F and G Streets as “Duane Flatmo Alley” is 
an appropriate way to recognize a local artist whose work has become part of Eureka’s everyday 
landscape and identity.  
 
DOCUMENTS ATTACHED 

Attachment 1: Resolution 
Attachment 2: Open Space, Parks, and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 
Attachment 3: Applicant Submitted Materials  
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RESOLUTION NO.    2026-XX  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF EUREKA 
RECOMMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL NAME THE ALLEY BOUNDED BY 4TH AND 5TH 

STREETS AND F AND G STREETS AS “DUANE FLATMO ALLEY” 
 

WHEREAS, Community Services received a proposal from Eureka City Councilmember Katie 
Moulton to have the alley bounded by 4th and 5th Streets, and F and G Streets named “Duane 
Flatmo Alley”; and 

WHEREAS, Eureka Municipal Code §152.15 et seq. prescribes the process for naming and 
renaming of streets and other public facilities; and 

WHEREAS, requests are referred to the Planning Commission for recommendation of whether 
to name the street or facility as proposed, or to recommend a different name; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka held a public meeting at City Hall in 
the City of Eureka on May 13, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. in person and via Zoom in the Council Chamber; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka has reviewed the subject application 
in accordance with Eureka Municipal Code Chapter 152, §152.15 et seq. and after due 
consideration of all testimony, evidence, and reports offered at the public meeting, does hereby 
find and determine the following facts: 

1. The proposal involves an alley naming. Eureka Municipal Code Chapter 56 defines a 
“Street” as any public right-of-way or easement for street, road, alley, highway, lane, 
court, or other public access purposes vested in the city. The alley proposed as 
Duane Flatmo Alley is not a continuation of, or approximately the continuation of, 
any existing street or alley. 

2. There are no other streets/alleys or public facilities in Eureka named Duane Flatmo 
Alley and there should be no confusion with other streets/alleys, or public facilities. 

3. Naming the alley Duane Flatmo Alley references Duane Flatmo’s contributions to 
Eureka’s cultural life and visual identity, and his mentorship of local youth and artists 
through community-based public art. 

4. The Open Space, Parks and Recreation Commission endorsed the naming at their 

March 26, 2026 meeting. 

5. Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines §15378, a 
project is defined as an action that has the potential to result in either a direct 
physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical 
change in the environment. Assigning a name to an alley will have no effect on the 
environment. Therefore, naming an alley is not a project and no CEQA review is 
required. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-XX             
Page 2 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka, the proposed 
application should be approved. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka does 
hereby recommend the City Council name the alley bounded by 4th and 5th Streets and F and G 
Streets as “Duane Flatmo Alley.” 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of Eureka in the 
County of Humboldt, State of California, on the 13th day of May, 2026 by the following vote: 

AYES: COMMISSIONER  
NOES: COMMISSIONER  

ABSENT: COMMISSIONER  
ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONER  
 

__________________________________ 
Meredith Maier, Chair, Planning Commission 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_________________________________   
Cristin Kenyon, Executive Secretary 
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Kati “Texas” Moulton 
kmoulton@eurekaca.gov 

To: City of Eureka 
Regarding: Naming the alley between F Street and G Street, between 4th and 5th to “Duane 
Flatmo Alley” in honor of local artist Duane Flatmo 
 
Dear Fellow Eurekans, 

Artist Duane Flatmo is a Eureka icon. His work can be seen in every corner of our 
community. From the six story dancer overlooking the center of town, to his memorable kinetic 
sculptures floating (or sometimes not floating) across the Humboldt Bay, to local product and 
event artwork you can find in most of our closets, refrigerators and garden sheds. Flatmo’s style 
is as unique and recognizable as the man himself. It has become part of the landscape, part of 
the local vibe; a little gritty and pretty weird, but playful and approachable … like Duane. 

Flatmo also represents Eureka well on the world stage! He’s been on America’s Got 
Talent and the Tonight Show. He has competed in building and art competitions like the Strange 
Vehicle Games in China, Junkyard Wars in the UK, as well as many Kinetic Sculpture Races all 
over the USA. When Duane took his fire breathing dragon kinetic sculpture the Tin Pan Dragon 
to Burningman, it had such an impact on that event they put it in "No Spectators: The Art of 
Burning Man" at the Smithsonian in 2018-2019.  

Flatmo’s opus is an octopus. In 2011 Duane built El Pulpo Mecanico, a 30 foot tall fire 
breathing, eyeball popping mechanical octopus. This and the second El Pulpo, El Pulpo 
Magnifico, have been seen on The Simpsons, have spawned a massive fandom all over the 
world, and have become fixtures at Burningman, often symbolizing the event itself in art and 
media. 

Perhaps Flatmo’s biggest impact has been on folks like myself … his crew. I met Duane 
in the Rural Burl Mural Bureau, a City of Eureka Redevelopment program through the Ink 
People, where he mentored so many local kids, teens and young adults during some tough 
years. We painted together, making lifelong friends, eating donated bagels. We learned from a 
kind, supportive, hard working artist. Duane told us he knew exactly what he wanted to be from 
a young age. He showed us how he focused all his skills and talents towards his goals. Many 
artists he mentored have gone on to their own successful creative careers, and all of us are 
better, stronger people because we got to work with him. 

Duane Flatmo has left his mark on this city, on its people, on the world in so many ways. 
I believe we should claim him as the local treasure he is officially, and put his name on 
something in the heart of Eureka. On behalf of Duane’s wife Micki, everyone who has ever 
counted him as a mentor, and everyone in our community who’s favorite hoodie has a Flatmo on 
it: I propose that the City of Eureka name the alley between F Street and G Street, between 4th 
Street and 5th Street to “Duane Flatmo Alley.”  
 

Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kati “Texas” Moulton 
Eureka City Council Member and Rural Burl Mural Bureau Alumni 
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