STAFF REPORT — CITY COUNCIL MEETING

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members
FROM: Merritt Perry, City Manager
PREPARER: Rhea Varley, City Clerk

DATE: May 20, 2026

TITLE: Approve a Letter of Support for Assembly Bill 1821, California Public Records
Act: Agency Response Time; and Authorize the Mayor to Sign the Letter.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Council approve a letter of support for Assembly Bill 1821, California
Public records Act: Agency Response Time; and authorize the Mayor to sign the letter.

INTRODUCTION:

The California Public Records Act (CPRA) is a vital tool that promotes the public’s access to
maximum disclosure of the conduct of governmental operations. Assembly Bill (AB) 1821 provides
an important and practical clarification to CPRA response deadlines. The bill’s shift from “calendar
days” to “business days” for initial determinations and extensions is a common-sense update that
reflects the operational realities of local agencies.

As a smaller agency that has seen a sharp increase in requests for public records, the City of Arcata
would benefit from this proposed clarification.

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION:

In 2025, the City of Arcata (the City) processed approximately 167 requests for public records (a
100% increase from 67 requests in 2023) and is on track to process at least 200 requests by the end
of 2026. The City does not have a designated full-time employee allocated specifically for
processing Public Records Act requests. Public records responsibilities are carried out by the City
Clerk in coordination with staff members from citywide departments.

Government agencies across the state of California are seeing a trending rise in the volume of
requests received paired with increased complexity of said requests. On April 7, 2026, the California
State Association of Counties (CSAC), League of California Cities (Cal Cities), California
Municipal Clerks Association (CMCA), Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC), and
Urban Counties of California (UCC) co-signed a letter of support for AB 1821 by Assemblymember
Blanca Pacheco. The letter (linked here: ab_1821 coalition support_4..pdf) recognized that agencies
are committed to transparency and providing timely access to public records, while at the same time,
the volume, complexity, and format of public records have changed significantly.

Locally, CPRA requests received by the City now routinely involve large volumes of emails, and
other electronic files that are required to be reviewed closely for responsiveness and applicable
legally exempted information before applying needed redactions and producing records. Complying


https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.calclerks.org/resource/resmgr/legislative_updates/2026_leg_updates/ab_1821_coalition_support_4..pdf

with the existing CPRA 10-calendar-day deadline to make an initial determination is a challenge for
staff because the timeframe includes weekends and holidays, limiting actual working days that can
be utilized to make the required determination.

This bill supports the important balance of promptly providing public access to requested records
while exercising careful legal compliance. The letter to be signed for Council’s consideration is
enclosed as Attachment A.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:

This item is being brought to the Council for approval as it does not fall under a category for our
legislative platform.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW (CEQA):
N/A

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION:

Motion to approve a letter of support for Assembly Bill 1821, California Public Records Act:
Agency Response Time; and authorize the Mayor to sign the letter. Consent Calendar vote.

ATTACHMENTS:
A. Letter of Support AB 1821



