STAFF REPORT — CITY COUNCIL MEETING

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members

FROM: Merritt Perry, City Manager’s Office

PREPARER: Danielle Allred, Contracts & Special Projects Manager

DATE: May 20, 2026

TITLE: Adopt Resolution No. 256-67 Designating the City Manager, Assistant City
Manager, or City Engineer as the City’s Agents Authorized to Submit
Applications for Federal Financial Assistance for Any Future or Existing Grant
Program.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Council adopt Resolution No. 256-67 designating the City Manager,
Assistant City Manager, or City Engineer as the City’s agents authorized to submit applications for
Federal Financial Assistance for any future or existing grant program.

INTRODUCTION:

The California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) requires the governing bodies of non-state
agencies applying for grant programs to adopt a resolution designating which agents of the City shall
be authorized to submit applications on behalf of the City of Arcata. The Resolution shall utilize Cal
OES’s Financial Processing Division’s Form 130, and it shall be effective for all open and future
disaster/grants declared up to three years following the date of approval. The prior Resolution No.
189-08 was adopted in 2018 and expired in 2021; therefore, a new resolution is needed for the City
to apply for financial assistance opportunities available through Cal OES.

BACKGROUND:

The California Disaster Assistance Act (CDAA) authorizes the Director of the Cal OES to
administer a disaster assistance program that provides financial assistance from the state for costs
incurred by local governments as a result of a disaster event. Funding for the repair, restoration, or
replacement of public real property damaged or destroyed by a disaster is made available when the
Director concurs with a local emergency proclamation requesting state disaster assistance. The
program also provides for the reimbursement of local government costs associated with certain
emergency activities undertaken in response to a state of emergency proclaimed by the Governor. In
addition, the program may provide matching fund assistance for cost sharing required under federal
public assistance programs in response to a Presidential Major Disaster or Emergency Declaration.

On January 2, 2026, a structural fire comprised of three interconnected fires damaged multiple
commercial and residential buildings, resulting in the collapse of several large structures, as well as
damage to roads and sidewalks in the downtown area of Arcata. On January 3, the City Manager
proclaimed a Local Emergency; and on April 17, 2026, the California Governor’s Office proclaimed
a State of Emergency to exist in the City of Arcata due to the Arcata Fire.



DISCUSSION:

This state of emergency declaration opens the door for the City of Arcata to recuperate some of its
costs for emergency response efforts in the wake of the Arcata Fire, and to apply for future funding
assistance for mitigation measures that are cost-effective and substantially reduce the risk of future
damage, hardship, loss or suffering in the area where the state of emergency has been proclaimed.

The proposed resolution is a necessary prerequisite to the City’s application for reimbursement for
emergency response expenses and for funding assistance for mitigation measures through CDAA.

This resolution would remain in effect for three years, and would give the City Manager, Assistant
City Manager, or City Engineer authority to submit applications for any other existing or future grant
program as well, including, but not limited to any of the following: Federally declared Disaster; Fire
Mitigation Assistance Grant; Immediate Services Program; Hazard Mitigation Grant Program;
Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities; Legislative Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program;
Flood Mitigation Assistance Program; National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program; and the
California Early Earthquake Warning program.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:

Adoption of this resolution will open doors for the City to apply for financial assistance
opportunities that support the Council’s policy objective to “Implement the Capital Improvements
Program to City infrastructure” and the Council’s Facilities and Infrastructure goal to provide
services for residents’ safety and comfort.

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:

The State share may cover up to 75 percent of the eligible costs; the City’s must satisfy a 25 percent
match of the total eligible costs.

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION:

Motion to adopt Resolution No. 256-67 designating the City Manager, Assistant City Manager, or
City Engineer as the City’s agents authorized to submit applications for Federal Financial Assistance
for any future or existing grant program. Consent Calendar vote.

ATTACHMENTS:
A. Resolution No. 256-67 (utilizing the OES-FPD-130 form).



