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City of Arcata Transportation Safety Committee 
Annual Report to Arcata City Council 

July 2026 

Current Committee Members: 
- Genevieve Serna, Chair 
- Korina Johnson, Vice Chair 
- Wendy Ring 
- Peggy Martinez 
- Jeff Schindler 
- Milia Lando 

Past Committee Members: 
- Mishka Straka (through January) 
- Nia Tikoo (through December 
 
Staff Liaisons: 
- Netra Khatri, City Engineer 
- David Caisse, Assistant City Engineer 
- Keith Altizer, Lieutenant, Arcata Police 
- Mara Grow, Administrative Specialist 
 
The Arcata City Council created the Transportation Safety Committee (TSC) following the 
adoption of Ordinance Number 1292, effective June 18, 1999. The Committee's primary 
function is to review transportation-related matters and make recommendations to the City 
Council, Commissions, and City staff regarding transportation safety, mobility, and 
infrastructure improvements.  
 
Between October 2025 and July 2026, the TSC held 4 Regular Meetings (January, March, 
April, May) and 1 Special Meeting (October). Meetings were held in person and provided 
opportunities for committee members, City staff, partner agencies, and members of the 
public to discuss transportation safety concerns, review engineering projects, evaluate 
collision trends, and recommend future improvements. The preparation, review of agenda 
materials, and participation in these meetings represented approximately 200 hours of 
combined volunteer and staff service. 

Summary of Work Completed 

Public Written and Oral Communication 
The Committee served as a forum for residents’ concerns, which included: 
• Requests for additional Rapid Flashing Beacons and enhanced pedestrian crossings. 
• Continued concerns regarding speeding and pedestrian safety at 11th & Q Streets. 
• Construction debris and roadway cleanliness; increased street sweeping and contractor 
accountability. 
• Requests for additional bicycle parking, bicycle storage, and bicycle valet. 
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• Parking concerns associated with student housing near Hinarr Hu Moulik (formerly 
Craftsman Mall).  
 

Collision Data & Street Story 
• Review of Fourth Quarter 2025 and First Quarter 2026 collision reports. 
• Approximately 30% reduction in reported traffic collisions during Q1 2026. 
• Continued use of collision trends and Street Story data to prioritize future safety projects. 

Current & Planned City Projects 
• Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) projects. 
• 2026 Annual Paving Project. 
• Safe Routes to School improvements including bulb-outs. 
• Annie and Mary Trail construction. 
• Ongoing striping, signing, and multimodal safety improvements. 

Policy Development & Committee Recommendations 
• Continued implementation discussions related to AB 43, the policy regarding reducing 
speed limits to 20mph in designated areas. 
• Continued review of the Traffic Calming Policy. 
• Ongoing discussion regarding updating the 2010 Pedestrian & Bicycle Master Plan. 
• Public education regarding bulb-outs. 
 
Priority recommendations: 
1. Foster Ave. & Alliance Rd. intersection enhancements. 
2. Spear Ave. & Alliance Rd. intersection enhancements. 
3. 11th St. & Q St. striping and stop sign evaluation. 
4. Stripe Q Street fog lines. 
5. Stripe sharrows at the Buttermilk Ave./Samoa Blvd. roundabout. 

Goals for Next Year (2026–2027) 
1. Advance implementation of AB 43 with Subcommittee. 
2. Continue updating the Traffic Calming Policy. 
3. Support development of an updated Pedestrian & Bicycle Master Plan. 
4. Evaluate additional Rapid Flashing Beacon locations. 
5. Continue reviewing HSIP (Highway Safety Improvement Program), SAMSIP (South Arcata 
Multimodal Safety Improvement Plan) and transportation capital improvements. 
6. Expand public education regarding roadway safety improvements. 
7. Continue collaboration with regional transportation partners. 
8. Monitor transportation impacts associated with new development. 
9. Continue improving safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, and motorists. 
 


