STAFF REPORT — CITY COUNCIL MEETING

August 5, 2026

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members

FROM: Netra Khatri, City Engineer

PREPARER:  Joe Bishop, Building Official

DATE: August 5, 2026

TITLE: Adopt Ordinance No. 1592, An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of

Arcata Amending Chapter 5, Residential Rental Inspection Program, of Title
V111, Building Regulations, of the Arcata Municipal Code.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Council:

1. Adopt Ordinance No. 1592, An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Arcata Amending
Chapter 5, Residential Rental Inspection Program, of Title VIII, Building Regulations, of the
Arcata Municipal Code;

2. Waive reading of the text; and Consent to be read by title only.

INTRODUCTION:

The purpose of the Residential Rental Inspection Program (the “Program” or “RRIP”) is to address
the issue of substandard, long-term rental properties, promote greater compliance with existing health
and safety standards, and preserve the quality of the neighborhoods and available housing in the City
of Arcata (the “City”). The Program provides greater oversight for compliance of health, safety and
welfare code violations in/on residential rental properties that can become a threat to the occupant’s
safety, a threat to the long-term structural integrity of the building and have a negative impact on the
surrounding neighborhoods. The proposed Ordinance updates and clarifies provisions of the Program.

The ordinance was introduced by the Council on July 15, 2026. If adopted on August 5, 2026, it will
take effect on September 4, 2026.

BACKGROUND:

For many years, there has been increasing concern about the City of Arcata’s aging housing stock, as
well as concerns about illegal dwelling units and unpermitted construction which could pose health,
safety, and neighborhood compatibility problems. The current Housing Element adopted by the City
Council in 2019 encourages the maintenance of existing housing to prevent deterioration and promotes
dwelling lifespan. The Implementation Measures of the Housing Element calls for the City to identify
neighborhoods with housing requiring rehabilitation through code enforcement and a rental inspection
program.

As part of efforts to address enforcement and nuisance property issues within the City of Arcata, the
recently adopted RRIP is seen as another tool to meet the City’s goal of providing housing that meets
minimum health and safety standards.



In 2023, Ordinance No. 1552 implemented the RRIP. In 2024, Ordinance No. 1571 amended the RRIP
to its current form. As the City continues to assess the RRIP, additional areas for clarification and
improvement have been identified.

DISCUSSION:

The proposed Ordinance updates inspection, registration, and fee requirements and makes other non-
substantive changes to the RRIP. The following are among the substantive proposed amendments to
the RRIP:

e The proposed Ordinance amends the RRIP to require registration and fee payment each fiscal
year, instead of each calendar year, to align with the City Finance Department’s calendar and
business license payments.

e The proposed Ordinance amends the inspection obligations imposed on property owners and
operators.

e The proposed Ordinance removes the requirement for properties in the Self-Certification
Program to undergo an inspection once every five (5) years, instead allowing one inspection
during a five (5) year period.

e The proposed Ordinance requires owners or operators of properties in the Self-Certification
Program to provide the Self-Certification Checklist annually.

e The proposed Ordinance amends the fee provisions for properties enrolled in the Self-
Certification program, including removal of the one-time Self-Certification Program
administrative fee.

The attached proposed Ordinance includes additional amendments to the RRIP.
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW (CEQA):

This ordinance is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in that the activity
is covered under the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for
causing significant effect on the environment.

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:

Once the ordinance is adopted, staff will update the fee schedule to reflect the proposed changes.
The updated fees will make the program self-sustaining

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION:

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 1592, An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Arcata
Amending Chapter 5, Residential Rental Inspection Program, of Title V111, Building Regulations, of
the Arcata Municipal Code. Consent Calendar Vote.

ATTACHMENTS:
A. Proposed Ordinance No. 1592 Amending the Residential Rental Inspection Program



