ORDINANCE NO. 1592

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARCATA, AMENDING
CHAPTER 5, RESIDENTIAL RENTAL INSPECTION PROGRAM, OF
TITLE VIII, BUILDING REGULATIONS, OF THE ARCATA MUNICIPAL CODE

The City Council of the City of Arcata does ordain as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter 5 (Residential Rental Inspection Program), of Title VIII (Building
Regulations), of the Arcata Municipal Code is hereby amended as shown by the
following strikethrough for deleted text and bold double underscore for added text
(unchanged text is omitted and is shown by three asterisks: “* * *”):

SEC. 8501. Definitions.
As used in this Chapter, the following terms and phrases are defined as follows:

A. “Building, Housing and Sanitation Codes or Ordinances” shall refer to:
the current codes specified in Title VIII, Building Regulations, Chapter 1, Building
Regulations, all as modified, adopted and codified in the Arcata Municipal Code. The
phrase “Building, Housing and Sanitation Codes or Ordinances” shall also refer to the
City of Arcata Zoning Ordinance as codified at Title IX of the Arcata Municipal Code,
and all provisions of California statutory law and the Arcata Municipal Code
pertaining to property-related sanitation, health, safety and nuisance, as well as state
regulations promulgated pursuant to California statutory law, for which the City has
enforcement authority.

* % %

F. “Multifamily Dwelling” shall refer to an existing structure erpareel with
three (3) or more dwelling units.

* % %

M. “Rental Dwelling Unit” (RDU) shall mean a building or portion of a
building that is rented or leased to tenants for residential purposes on a non-transient
basis (when one (1) or more tenants reside on the property or rents or leases the property
for thirty (30) consecutive days or longer) and which is owned in whole or in part by a
landlord. This shall include but not be limited to single family residences, duplexes,
triplexes, apartment houses, townhouse dwellings, condominiums, boarding houses,
lodging houses, rooming houses, single room occupancy units, and small ownership units
in the City of Arcata.

% %k %
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SEC. 8502.1. Residential Rental Inspection Program Registration.

* %k 3k

D. Registration must be renewed each ealendar fiscal year.

%ok ok
SEC. 8502.3. Residential Rental Inspection Program Fees.

A. Each annual registration (or renewal) applieation for the RRIP shall be
accompanied by a nonrefundable annual registration fee in the amount established by
resolution of the City Council. The fee shall be used to defray the costs of the administration
and enforcement of this Chapter.

B. Annual RRIP fees shall be levied for the ealendar-fiscal year, and each applicant
shall pay for the full ealendar fiscal year upon registration.

C. A fee for any missed inspections may be charged by the Director as appropriate in
the amount as established by resolution of the City Council.

DE. The RRIP fees required by this Chapter are in addition to and not in lieu of any
general business license tax that might be required by Title VI of this Code.

EE.  The City Manager or designee may issue a fee waiver for either the registration
fee, inspection fee or both on a case-by-case basis.

SEC. 8502.4. Inspections.

In accordance with the requirements of this Chapter, the City shall be authorized to
periodically conduct an inspection of RDUs to assure compliance with all applicable Building,
Housing and Sanitation Codes and Ordinances. Owners shall provide access to all required areas
of an RDU and Property for inspection within thirty (30) calendar days of an inspection request
from the City’s Building Division. This time period may be extended upon the approval of the
Director or their designee. If the RDU is legally occupied by a tenant or other occupant, the
Owner shall notify the tenant or occupant, in accordance with applicable law, and request that
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the tenant or occupant allow the inspection. Upon request, the Owner shall provide
documentation of the notification and request to the tenant or occupant to allow the inspection.
The Owner shall netbetnvielationof find alternate paths for compliance with this Chapter if the
tenant or occupant refuses to allow the inspection.

SEC. 8502.5. Frequency of Inspections.

A. Initial Inspections. It is the intent of the City that all RDUs shall receive one (1)
initial inspection as outlined in this Chapter. After the initial inspection, RDUs that are not
eligible for the Self-Certification Program will receive an inspection once every three (3)
years, subject to the thirty (30) calendar day notice required by Section 8502.4.

1. RDUs are eligible to participate in the Self-Certification Program shalthave
apertodoffrve(S)yearstoschedule-aninspeetion: provided; that the RDU’s condition does
not deteriorate during that time to the extent that the RDU no longer satisfies the Self-Certification
Program eligibility standards set by the Director. Properties in the Self-Certification Program may
be subject to inspection with proper notification.

2. Owner-Occupied properties converted to RDUSs shall receive an inspection
within ninety (90) calendar days of the date of registration unless they are eligible and
enrolled in the Self-Certification Program.

B. Subsequent Inspections. If during the initial inspection or any subsequent
inspection there are Building, Housing, or Sanitation Code or Ordinance violations, or permit
violations, on the Property which prevent the City inspector from issuing a rental housing
inspection certification, one (1) or more reinspections of the Property may be required before
an RDU is considered to be in compliance.

SEC. 8503.  Self-Certification Program.

Eligible Owners or Operators may apply to be enrolled in the Self-Certification

Program. Once approved;-the Directorshallplace-the Property-onareducedfrve{S)year
i . bedul follows:

A. Properties may be inspected and will be limited to one (1) inspection for
a period of five (5) years, provided that the RDU’s condition does not deteriorate during
that time to the extent that the Property would no longer meet the Self-Certification
Program eligibility standards set forth in Section 8503.1.

B. If violations are found in any one (1) RDU, additional or all the Owner’s RDUs may
be inspected.

C. Owners or Operators must conduct a self-inspection of each RDU as set
forth in Section 8503.2.
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D. Owners or Operators of Properties enrolled in the Self-Certification
Program shall pay the nonrefundable annual registration fee as—wel-as-the-onetime-Sel-
Certification-administrativefee;-in the amounts established by the City Council.

SEC. 8503.2. Self-Inspections.

In order to remain enrolled in the Self-Certification Program, the Owner or Operator
shall conduct annual self-inspections of all the RDUs located on the Property, including exterior
and site conditions, and certify that the conditions at the Property achieve minimum standards
for Program participation. The Director will develop a checklist of minimum self-certification
standards for the Owner’s or Operator’s use (“Self-Certification Program Checklist™).

A. All information on the Self-Certification Checklist shall be submitted
under penalty of perjury. Any person who makes a false statement in the Self-
Certification Checklist or submits false information in connection with a Self-
Certification Checklist shall be guilty of an infraction. In addition, in the discretion of
the Director, the rental housing inspection certification may be revoked and all RDUs
on the same Property owned by that Owner may be disqualified from the Self-
Certification Program for a period of up to three (3) years.

B. The Owner or Operator shall maintain provide a copy of the signed and dated
Self Certlﬁcatlon Program Checkhst for each RDU feﬁhe—ﬁye—é9—year—peﬁed—&ﬂd—pfewde—

to the Clty once per year. Fallure to mamtam Qrowde complete Checkhsts may result in
disqualification from the Self- Certification Program for all RDUs on the same Property
owned by that Owner for a period of up to three (3) years.

* %k %

SEC. 8504. Enforcement and Noncompliance

A. Failure to Pay Annual Fee. The Director shall add a penalty e#h&ent—yhpereeﬁt—
h o o a v W i = o . i 0%

shaH—net—%eeed—ﬁftdﬁaefeeﬁeé%eﬁh%amem&Feﬁh%feedﬁe as estabhshed by_ resolutlon
of the City Council.

* k%

F. In addition to the prescribed penalties above, the Director may choose to utilize
the Administrative Citation process set forth in Title I, Chapter 3 _of this Code.
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SEC. 8504.4. Change of Ownership.

When ownership of an RDU changes, the RDU seller shall notify, or shall cause the notification to,
the Director of the change of ownership no later than sixty (60) calendar days after consummation of
the sale. If the Director is not so notified, the existing rental housing inspection certification for the
RDU shall automatically terminate and be null and void. The new Owner will not have to pay the
program fees until the following ealendar fiscal year provided all current fees were paid by for the
RDU.

Section 2. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the decision shall not affect
the validity of the remaining portions of the Ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it
would have passed this Ordinance, and each section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase
thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or
phrases be declared invalid under law.

Section 3. Limitation of Actions. Any action to challenge the validity or legality of any
provision of this ordinance on any grounds shall be brought by court action commenced
within thirty (30) days of the date of adoption of this ordinance.

Section 4. CEQA. This ordinance is exempt from California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) review pursuant to sections 15321, 15301, and 15309 of the CEQA Guidelines and
Apartment Association of Greater Los Angeles v. City of Los Angeles (2001) 90 Cal.App.4th
1162.

Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days from
and after its final passage, provided it is published pursuant to Government Code section
36933 in a newspaper of general circulation within fifteen (15) days after its adoption.

DATE:
ATTEST: APPROVED:
City Clerk, City of Arcata Mayor, City of Arcata
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CLERK’S CERTIFICATE
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. 1592,
passed and adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Arcata, Humboldt
County, California, held on the  day of 2026, by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTENTIOS:

City Clerk, City of Arcata
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