STAFF REPORT — CITY COUNCIL MEETING

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members
FROM: Emily Sinkhorrn, Director of Environmental Services
PREPARER:  Brigitte Price, Administrative Specialist

DATE: August 5, 2026

TITLE: Accept Donations for the 2025-2026 Fiscal Year of $10,686.62 from the Friends of
the Arcata Marsh and $25,000 from the Humboldt Crabs.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the council accept the donations of $10,686.62 from the Friends of the Arcata
Marsh (FOAM) for improvements at the Arcata Marsh Interpretive Center and the Arcata Marsh and
$25,000 from the Humboldt Crabs for the Arcata Ball Park Improvement Project.

INTRODUCTION:

The City periodically receives donations of cash and/or materials from community organizations
and/or individuals. It is City policy to have the City Council formally accept donations greater than
$500. Additionally, the Council wishes to acknowledge and thank those individuals, businesses and
organizations who contribute to making Arcata a better place to live, work and visit.

BACKGROUND & DISCUSSION:

The City values its partnerships with community-based organizations to enhance public facilities.
FOAM contributed towards several upgrades within the Arcata Marsh Interpretive Center and Arcata
Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary this past fiscal year. The $10,686.62 donation by FOAM covered new
blinds, upgraded sound and audio equipment inside the interpretive center, a sign pedestal at Klopp
Lake and printed brochures for guests of the Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary.

The City and the Humboldt Crabs baseball organization have collaborated on many projects to
enhance accessibility and enjoyment at the Arcata Ball Park. In 2024, Arcata Ball Park Improvement
Project commenced with renovations completed in May 2025. As part of the funding behind this
massive renovation, the Humboldt Crabs organization has pledged $100,000 which will be further
supported through a fundraising campaign. The Humboldt Crabs have so far donated $25,000 of
their intended pledge to the Arcata Ball Park Improvement Project in January 2026.

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:

The $10,686.62 donation by FOAM offsets the expenses associated with the upgrades within Fund
662 for Wastewater. The $25,000 donation from the Humboldt Crabs offsets some expenses the City
incurred from its General Fund 101 for the Arcata Ball Park Improvement Project within fiscal year
2025-2026.



RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION:

Motion to accept the donations of $10,686.62 from the Friends of the Arcata Marsh (FOAM) for
improvements at the Arcata Marsh Interpretive Center and the Arcata Marsh and $25,000 from the
Humboldt Crabs for the Arcata Ball Park Improvement Project. Consent Calendar vote.



