
 

STAFF REPORT – CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 5, 2026 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 

FROM: Netra Khatri, City Engineer 

PREPARER: Netra Khatri, City Engineer 

DATE: August 5, 2026 

TITLE: Adopt Resolution No. 267-07 Authorizing the City Manager to Execute All 

Agreements and Any Amendments for the Reconnect Arcata Project with the 

California Department of Transportation. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Council adopt Resolution No. 267-07, A Resolution of the City Council 

of the City of Arcata Authorizing the City Manager to Execute Agreements with the California 

Department of Transportation for the Reconnect Arcata Project.  

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Earlier this year, the City of Arcata and the Humboldt County Association of Governments 

(HCAOG) applied for and received a grant in the amount of $700,000 for the Reconnect Arcata 

Project through a Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant (STPG). 

BACKGROUND: 

The Reconnect Arcata Project plans to develop a comprehensive plan to restore community 

connectivity severed by the construction of U.S. 101 and its connecting highways. These corridors 

once Arcata's "Main Street"—were converted into a freeway between the 1950s and 1980s, 

displacing homes and dividing neighborhoods. Today, they create physical, economic, and social 

barriers between key community areas, including the Cal Poly Humboldt campus, downtown Arcata, 

Valley West, Sunny Brae, and the Gateway area near Humboldt Bay. The project spans Humboldt 

County Census Tracts 10.01, 10.02, 11.02, 11.03, 12, 13, and 105.02, all designated as Areas of 

Persistent Poverty and State Disadvantaged Communities, and encompasses three subareas: Valley 

West (northern Arcata, separated by U.S. 101 and SR 299), Arcata Central (downtown and the Cal 

Poly Humboldt area, divided by U.S. 101), and the Gateway Area (southern Arcata, divided by U.S. 

101 and SR 255 near Humboldt Bay). Nearly 24% of households in the area have no personal 

vehicle, underscoring the need for safe, non-automobile travel options. 

The construction of the U.S. 101 freeway severed critical geographic and cultural ties, isolating the 

university, downtown, residential areas, and shoreline from one another, and the divided network has 

created high-stress crossings and dangerous conditions for pedestrians and cyclists—between 2013 

and 2022, 12 pedestrian and bicycle collisions occurred within the corridor, including fatal and 

severe-injury crashes. The lack of safe connections also contributes to public health disparities, 



higher transportation costs, and limited economic mobility, particularly affecting under-resourced 

populations. To address this need, the project aims to create safe, accessible multimodal connections 

for walking, biking, and transit between residential neighborhoods, employment centers, schools, 

parks, the community forest, and essential services, through a planning process that includes 

community engagement, urban design alternatives, preliminary engineering and safety analysis, and 

strategies for active transportation and transit integration. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW (CEQA): 

This phase of the project is only for planning purposes; the later phase Project Approval and 

Environmental Document (PA&ED) will result in completion of environmental documents 

necessary for compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT: 

The grant has a local cash match of $80,290 which is within the approved budgeted amount for the 

Fiscal Year (FY) 2026-27 under account 101-50-45-57601. The grant amount was not included in 

the FY26-27 budget and will be added via budget amendment. 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 

Motion to adopt Resolution No. 267-07 authorizing the City Manager to execute all master 

agreements, program supplemental agreements, fund exchange agreements, fund transfer agreements 

and any amendments for the Reconnect Arcata Project with the California Department of 

Transportation. Consent Calendar vote. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Resolution No. 267-07 (PDF) 


