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Background: 
 
AT&T’s existing site is on the sign at the 76-gas station on Murray Road and Hwy 101. The lease at this site is expiring 
and the landowner will not renew it. This led to the issuance of a search ring to replace the coverage that will be lost 
when the existing site is decommissioned. When a facility is scheduled for decommissioning it is referred to as the 
Exit Site. The objective of the relocation site is to cover Hwy 101 both north and south of Murray Road, as well as the 
McKinleyville High School to the east, and the surrounding residential and commercial areas. Additionally, 
maintaining coverage along Hwy 101 is a public safety imperative. 
 
When a wireless facility is being removed from the overall network it creates a hole in coverage and stress on the 
surrounding sites. When looking for a replacement facility for one that is being lost it is important that the 
replacement facility be as close as possible to the site that is being decommissioned and that a similar antenna 
centerline is achieved. A significant distance from the Exit Site will leave inadequate coverage on the opposite side 
of the move. A reduction in antenna height will reduce the coverage area. Customers in the service area of the Exit 
Site are accustomed to the level of service they have been experiencing and tend to notice when there is a change 
in service level. Thus, the search for a replacement site always starts with the properties closest to the Exit Site and 
works outward from there.  
 
This search ring centers around the intersection of Hwy 101 and Murray Road in McKinleyville near the Exit Site. The 
topography of the search ring is mainly flat with two creeks (Norton Creek and Widow White Creek) running through 
the search ring from the east into the Pacific Ocean. Most of the parcels in the ring are zoned single family residential 
with very few having any acreage. In the search ring are McKinleyville High School, Widow White RV Park, and only 
a few other parcels that could appropriately accommodate a wireless facility. 
 
Humboldt County Code Section 91.2.8.3.4 requires an applicant to provide a discussion of the alternative sites 
considered and compare how those sites would impact aesthetic values, agricultural, timber, and mineral values, 
and other environmental values as applicable. This report describes the evaluation and site selection process. 
 
 
 



The Search Ring 
 

 



Search Ring overlay on the Humboldt County Zoning Map 
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Search Ring Investigation: 

Candidate Location Details Zoning and Land Use Summary 

1 

Ford Field 
3386 Lily Avenue 
McKinleyville, CA 
95519 APN: 
511-042-004 

Current General Plan: RL 
Community Plan: MCAP 
Zoning with Combining Zones: RS-5 / AP, N 

This candidate was chosen because it meets the coverage 
objective, has a willing landowner, and has a stand of 
trees being used as a backdrop to enhance concealment. 

2 

Slagle Field 
3248 Letz Avenue 
McKinleyville, CA 95519 
APN: 511-011-025 

Current General Plan: NR 
Community Plan: MCAP 
Zoning with Combining Zones: Hammond Trail 

This is the backup candidate. This location meets the 
coverage objective and has a willing landowner. It doesn't 
have the amount of potential screening that can be provided 
by the surrounding trees and foliage. It is also directly 
adjacent to Hammond Trail, meaning that people walking 
the trail would have views of any tower structure. For these 
reasons it is only considered as a back-up candidate should 
the primary candidate fail for any reason. 

3 

Appleton 
3090 Halfway Avenue 
McKinleyville, CA 95519 
APN: 511-031-005 

Current General Plan: RL 
Community Plan: MCAP 
Zoning with Combining Zones: RS-5 / AP, N 

The owner of this property was willing to lease land to AT&T 
but upon further investigation and a site visit it was 
determined to be a sub-optimal location. The only location 
for tower placement was in a geographic depression and 
near a creek. A tower here would also be readily visible from 
residents to the south and east. It was disqualified due to 
high visual impact. 

4 

Widow White Creek RV Park 
1085 Murray Road 
McKinleyville, CA 95519 
APN: 511-021-060 

Current General Plan: CR;CS,RL1-7,AP 
Community Plan: MCCP, MCAP 
Zoning with Combining Zones: 
CR/F;C1APNWR;R1TAPN+ 

Contact was made with Kim Gazaway who is the owner of 
the RV Park and the land. She expressed to me that she had 
been approached before by a wireless company and is not 
interested in allowing the placement of a wireless 
installation on her land. 

5 

McKinleyville High School 
1300 Murray Road 
McKinleyville, CA 95519 
APN: 510-161-003 

Current General Plan: RL1-7,AP 
Community Plan: MCCP 
Zoning with Combining Zones: R-1-T-AP-N-WR 

Contact was made with the Superintendent of the school 
district who expressed interest. A site design was agreed 
upon by the school and AT&T and a lease was sent to the 
Superintendent for review. The project progressed until the 
Superintendent abruptly pulled out of negotiations stating 
that they no longer were interested in pursuing the project. 



6 

Sorensen 
1305 Murray Road 
McKinleyville, CA 95519 
APN: 511-101-003 

Current General Plan: PF,AP 
Community Plan: MCCP 
Zoning with Combining Zones: R-1-AP-WR 

This large parcel would have been a perfect home for a 
monopine installation. Numerous attempts were made to 
contact the owner of the parcel which included mailing of 
offer letters and phone calls to as many possible phone 
numbers as could be found on the internet. We are confident 
that the owner has received the letters and phone calls but 
must not have been interested in the proposal. 

7 

Dollar General 
1180 Murray Road 
McKinleyville, CA 95519 
APN: 510-171-061 

Current General Plan: CS, AP 
Community Plan: MCCP 
Zoning with Combining Zones: C-1-AP-N-WR 

This is the commercial parcel at the southwest corner of 
Murray Road and McKinleyville Ave. This parcel has the 
Dollar General store with a one-story rooftop that is of 
insufficient height for rooftop installation. The parking lot is 
small and lacks enough space for a tower site. Additionally, 
an installation of sufficient height on this parcel would be 
visually obtrusive. This candidate was disqualified. 

8 

Sun Ocean 
1000 Murray Road 
McKinleyville, CA 95519 
APN: 510-171-039 

Current General Plan: CS, AP 
Community Plan: MCCP 
Zoning with Combining Zones: C-1-AP-N 

Attempts were made to contact the landowner by phone and 
via their website, but they were unresponsive. Additionally, 
this parcel lacks any tall trees or structures that could 
effectively screen a new Wireless facility from public views. 
This candidate was therefore disqualified. 

9 

Laurel Tree Charter School 
899 Murray Road 
McKinleyville, CA 95519 
APN: 511-401-039 

Current General Plan: PF 
Community Plan: MCAP 
Zoning with Combining Zones: PF1 

This parcel is the home of Laurel Tree Charter School which 
is a K-12 school.  The school has learning spaces both inside 
and outside for learning, raising animals, gardens, and other 
community projects. The parcel also borders the Hammond 
Trail. This parcel was disqualified because of the 
incompatibility of a wireless communications facility and 
the current use of the property. 

10 

Vertical Bridge: Widow White 
Creek 
1710 Norton Drive 
McKinleyville, CA 95519 
APN: 511-401-040 

Current General Plan: PF 
Community Plan: MCAP 
Zoning with Combining Zones: RS-X-Q-AP-N-
WR 

This candidate is a Planning approved, as yet to be built 
site by Vertical Bridge. The location is well outside the 
search ring issued by AT&T so the landowner was not 
contacted by Centerline for consideration. Centerline 
found out about the installation when Planning was 
contacted about AT&T's upcoming application. An 
investigation was carried out to assess the viability of a 
collocation at the Vertical Bridge site. The results of that 
investigation appear on the following pages. 
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This slide shows the coverage of the existing and surrounding sites.
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LTE 700 Coverage with Proposed NSB CCL07153 TMO COLO
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This slide shows the coverage if AT&T were to only collocate on the Vertical Bridge tower.
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LTE 700 Coverage with Proposed NSB CCL07153
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This slide shows the proposed site replacing the coverage of the existing site when decommissioned.



CCL07153 is a Relo site, and purpose of Relo site is to achieve max 

coverage objective like Existing site, so in this case candidate of Relo 

site CCL07153 should be close to existing site CCL00933 as much 

possible to achieve max similar coverage objective. 

Existing candidate is 0.5 miles away while TMO colo candidate is 1 mile 

away from Existing site so coverage footprint is away from currently 

covered area and shows footprint more towards eastern side rather 

covering HWY 101 and area around the highway as covered by existing 

site.

Current location is a preferred candidate as it covers almost similar area 

of existing site with additional strong coverage on north and northeast 

along/around HWY 101 and Humboldt County Airport. 
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Summary: 

 

AT&T needs to replace the coverage that will be lost from the decommissioning of its site at the intersection of Hwy 
101 and Murray Road. To maintain service for its customers and provide for the public safety of the community the 
replacement site needs to be as close to the intersection of Hwy 101 and Murray Road as possible which led to the 
issuance of a search ring centered around AT&T’s existing site.  
 
The search ring as originally issued only included a few viable parcels which were disqualified for reasons detailed 
later in this report. The search ring was then expanded which yielded a few more parcels for consideration. 
Centerline Communications has conducted an exhaustive search of the area and has disqualified numerous 
parcels and identified the property at 3386 Lily Road as the most appropriate location for a new Wireless 
Communications Facility. This parcel is best suited to meet the needs of the network as well as the spirit and intent 
of the Humboldt County Code. 
 
The upcoming Vertical Bridge site at 1710 Norton Drive was brought to the attention of Centerline Communications 
and AT&T after considerable resources were spent preparing for this planning application. AT&T’s network 
engineers performed coverage studies to evaluate whether an AT&T collocation on the Vertical Bridge site would 
sufficiently accomplish the coverage objective of the network. It was concluded that collocation on the Vertical 
Bridge site would leave a substantial portion of Hwy 101 without coverage. Highways and heavily travelled roadways 
are a primary coverage objective to AT&T for public safety reasons. The study also concluded that customers in the 
area of Hwy 101 and Murray Road that currently enjoy AT&T wireless services would be left without service should 
AT&T abandon its proposed site on Lily Road and only collocate on the Vertical Bridge site. 
 
Exhaustive investigations of the available properties in the issued search ring as well as the potential collocation at 
the Vertical Bridge site has led to the conclusion that the proposed site at Lily Road is the location that best meets 
the needs of the network and the community. 
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