
ATTACHMENT 5 

 

Referral Agency Comments and Recommendations 

 

The project was referred to the following referral agencies for review and comment. Those 

agencies that provided written comments are checked off. 

 

Referral Agency Response Recommendation Location 

Building Inspection Division ✓ Comments Attachment 5A 

Division Environmental Health ✓ Approval Attachment 5B 

Public Works, Land Use Division ✓ Comments Attachment 5C 

Northwest Information Center ✓ Comments On file and confidential 

Tsnungwe Council ✓ Comments On file and confidential 

California Department of Fish & 

Wildlife 

✓ Conditional Approval Attachment 5D 

US Forest Service – Six Rivers 

National Forest 

✓ Denial Attachment 5E 

Hoopa Valley Tribe  No response  

Humboldt County Sheriff  No response  

CalFIRE  No response  

Klamath Trinity Joint Unified 

School District 

 No response  

Humboldt County Agricultural 

Commissioner 

 No response  

Humboldt County Counsel  No response  

Humboldt County District 

Attorney 

 No response  

North Coast Unified Air Quality 

Management District 

 No response  

Division of Water Resources  No response  

North Coast Regional Water 

Quality Control Board  

 No response  

 

 







































 

 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
CEQA: Project Referral Comments 
 

     

Applicant: Ryan Holcomb Date: 5/31/2019 

APPS No.: 13169 APN: 524-114-007 DFW CEQA No.: 2017-0815 Case No.: CUP 

☐ New      ☒Existing Proposed:  ☐ Mixed-light (SF):         ☒ Outdoor (SF): 43,560      ☐ Indoor          

 

Thank you for referring this application to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for 
review and comment. 

CDFW offers the following comments on the Project in our role as a Trustee and Responsible Agency 
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; California Public Resource Code Section 
21000 et seq.). These comments are intended to assist the Lead Agency in making informed decisions 
early in the planning process. 

Please provide the following information prior to Project Approval: (All supplemental information 
requested shall be provided to the Department concurrently) 

☒     Aerial imagery suggests that the cultivation area, prior to the CEQA Baseline, was significantly less 
than what is currently proposed by Project proponent. CDFW requests, prior to Project approval, a 
copy of the County Cannabis Area Assessment (CAV) and that the applicant provide substantial 
evidence, of existing cannabis on the parcel, prior to the cutoff date, or that the application be 
reconsidered for Project approval.  

☒     Aerial imagery and referral materials suggest that grading and tree removal have occurred on 
parcel post CEQA baseline. Please provide evidence of one or more of the following: a valid grading 
permit or a less-than-3-acre conversion exemption or timberland conversion permit, approved by 
CAL-FIRE. If grading was conducted without proper permits, CDFW may recommend remediation of 
impacted area, in whole or part.  

If the County elects to move this Project forward to hearing, CDFW requests the following items be 
incorporated as conditions of Project approval:   

☒     This Project may have a potentially significant adverse effect on biological resources, specifically 
Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis caurina; NSO).  Consistent with CEQA Guidelines, Section 
15380, Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) has been identified as a threatened species pursuant to the 
federal Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. § 1531 et seq.) and under the California Endangered 
Species Act (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.) qualifies it as an endangered, rare, or threatened 
species under CEQA. The Project proposes to utilize greenhouse structures for cultivation within 
NSO occupied habitat (0.2mi from cultivation site). Greenhouse cultivation methods allow for an 
extension of the growing season which increases the period of overlap between cultivation 
operations and the NSO breeding season. Components of greenhouse cultivation methods, such as 
artificial light used for ancillary nurseries, may disrupt nocturnal foraging and nesting of NSO 
through disorientation as well as decreased activity of prey species (Brown et al. 1988, Longcore 
and Rich 2004, 2016). Noise from road use, generators, fans, and other equipment may disrupt 
hunting of NSO, which primarily use hearing to hunt. Also, exposure to vehicle noise has been 
shown to increase stress hormone levels in NSO, which was particularly evident in males during 
times when they were exclusively responsible for feeding their mates and nestlings (Hayward et al. 
2011).  

CDFW request, as a condition of Project approval, that the applicant assume presence and avoid 
impacts as determined by a qualified biologist, in consultation with CDFW. Avoidance measures 



include but are not limited to the prohibition of generators, project lighting and fans, including 
those used in ancillary structures (e.g. nurseries) during the breeding season (February 1 to July 9), 
each year. Following the breeding season, CDFW requests the succeeding measures, as conditions 
of Project approval: 

▪ To avoid disturbance of NSO and other sensitive species, CDFW requests the 
construction of noise containment structures for all generators and fans on parcel; noise 
released shall be no more than 50 decibels measured from 100ft or edge of habitat 
whichever is closer.  
 

▪ To minimize impacts to sensitive species, such as NSO, potentially affected by this 
Project, CDFW requests, that artificial light used for cannabis cultivation operations 
(including ancillary nurseries) be fully contained within structures such that no light 
escapes (e.g., through automated blackout curtains) between 30 minutes prior to sunset 
and 30 minutes after sunrise to prevent disruption to crepuscular and nocturnal wildlife. 
CDFW further requests, that security lighting be motion activated and comply with the 
International Dark-Sky Association standards and Fixture Seal of Approval Program; see: 
https://www.darksky.org/our-work/lighting/lighting-for-citizens/lighting-basics/. 
Standards include but are not limited to the following, 1) light shall be shielded and 
downward facing, 2) shall consist of Low Pressure Sodium (LPS) light or low spectrum 
Light Emitting Diodes (LED) with a color temperature of 3000 kelvins or less and 3) only 
placed where needed.  

 
▪ That timber removal be prohibited within 150ft of the designated cultivation sites.  

☒     Prohibition on use of synthetic netting. To minimize the risk of wildlife entrapment, Permittee shall 
not use any erosion control and/or cultivation materials that contain synthetic (e.g., plastic or 
nylon) netting, including photo- or biodegradable plastic netting. Geotextiles, fiber rolls, and other 
erosion control measures shall be made of loose-weave mesh, such as jute, hemp, coconut (coir) 
fiber, or other products without welded weaves. 

☒    The environmental impacts of improper waste disposal are significant and well documented. CDFW 
requests, as a condition of Project approval, that all refuse be contained in wildlife proof storage 
containers, at all times, and disposed of at an authorized waste management facility.  

☒     This project has the potential to affect sensitive fish and wildlife resources such as Fisher - West 
Coast DPS (Pekania pennanti), Hooded Lancetooth (Ancotrema voyanum), Long-legged Myotis 
(Myotis Volans),  Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis caurina), Del Norte salamander 
(Plethodon elongatus), Foothill Yellow-legged Frog (Rana boylii), Southern Torrent Salamander 
(Rhyacotriton variegatus), and amphibians, reptiles, aquatic invertebrates, mammals, birds, and 
other aquatic and riparian species. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Project.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
619 2nd Street 

Eureka, CA  95501 

https://www.darksky.org/our-work/lighting/lighting-for-citizens/lighting-basics/









