


Mileage: Reimbursed at the current IRS reimbursement rate 

( c) CLIENT agrees to pay transportation, meals, lodging and all other costs of
any necessary out-of-town travel by ATTORNEY's personnel. CLIENT will also be charged the 
hourly rates for the time legal personnel spend traveling. 

(d) To aid in the preparation or presentation of CLIENT's case, it may
become necessary to hire expert witnesses, consultants or investigators. CLIENT agrees to pay 
such fees and charges. ATTORNEY will select any expert witnesses, consultants or investigators 
to be hired, and CLIENT will be informed of persons chosen and their charges. 

(e) Additionally, CLIENT understands that if the matter proceeds to court
action or arbitration, CLIENT may be required to pay fees and/or costs to other parties in the 
action. Any such payment will be entirely the responsibility of CLIENT. 

(t) CLIENT shall pay ATTORNEY a deposit toward the payment for services
performed and expenses incurred hereunder in the amount of the initial deposit as set forth in 
Exhibit A. ATTORNEY may require that the deposit be periodically replenished in an amount 
sufficient to assure payment of fees and expenses projected for the sixty (60) day period 
following any such request. Even if a deposit is not required by Exhibit A, ATTORNEY at any 
time may require a deposit in an amount sufficient to assure payment of fees and expenses 
projected for the sixty (60) day period following any such request. CLIENT agrees to replenish 
such deposit within fifteen ( 15) days of any such request. ATTORNEY shall hold the deposit in 
a trust account at Union Bank until fees or expenses are actually earned or incurred. CLIENT 
acknowledges that when calculating the insured limit for FDIC Insurance other accounts in 
CLIENT'S name at Union Bank may be combined with amount ATTORNEY holds in trust for 
CLIENT. CLIENT shall be entitled to the return of any part of the deposit remaining in the trust 
account when the representation is completed or terminated and all amounts due have been paid. 

4. Billing.

(a) Monthly Statements. ATTORNEY shall submit a monthly billing
statement to CLIENT setting forth the total amount due for services, the method of calculation of 
said amount, and the total expenses incurred and recorded by ATTORNEY in the course of 
rendering services. The full amount set forth in such statement shall be due and payable upon 
receipt. 

(b) Payment of Costs Incurred. Not all expenses incurred during a month will
be recorded during such month and, as a result, expenses incurred during a particular month may 
not appear on the billing statement for that month. CLIENT shall pay expenses incurred by 
ATTORNEY, whenever such expenses are billed to CLIENT. 

( c) Interest Charges. Interest will be charged on any fees, costs and
disbursements which remain unpaid after thirty (30) days from date of ATTORNEY'S invoice 
therefor and which were not disputed in a writing setting forth the specific exceptions within 
twenty (20) days of CLIENT'S receipt of the billing statement. Interest will be calculated by 
multiplying the unpaid balance (fees, costs and disbursements) by the periodic rate of .833% per 
month. The unpaid balance will bear interest until paid. 
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(d) Payment for Outside Services. ATTORNEY may direct person(s) or
entity(s) supplying materials or services in connection with the legal services provided to 
CLIENT pursuant to this Agreement to bill CLIENT directly for such materials and services or 
may submit bills from suppliers directly to CLIENT for payment. CLIENT shall pay all such 
amounts promptly. 

(e) Payment by Third Parties. In the event an insurance carrier, surety,
guarantor or other person ("PA YER") agrees to pay all or part of CLIENT'S monthly statements, 
CLIENT shall remain primarily liable for each such statement and shall immediately pay the 
same upon seven (7) days' notice from ATTORNEY if the statement is not paid in full by such 
PA YER in accordance with this Paragraph 4. Absent ATTORNEY'S agreement in writing, no 
act or omission by PA YER or ATTORNEY shall restrict or otherwise reduce or eliminate 
CLIENT'S primary responsibility under this Agreement for all amounts reflected in such 
statements. 

(f) TrustFunds/Deposits. Any objection by CLIENT to ATTORNEY'S
monthly billing statement must be presented to ATTORNEY in writing within twenty (20) days 
of CLIENT'S receipt of the billing statement. After such twenty (20) day period, ATTORNEY 
may use any funds of CLIENT designated as deposits, trnst funds or on account with 
ATTORNEY to pay any outstanding amounts owed by CLIENT to ATTORNEY. 

5. Independent Contractor. In providing services pursuant to this Agreement,
ATTORNEY shall not constitute an employee of CLIENT, but shall be deemed an independent 
contractor with full rights to manage its own employees and to determine the means, methods 
and manner of providing services under this Agreement. All persons employed by ATTORNEY 
in connection with this Agreement shall be employees of ATTORNEY and not employees of 
CLIENT in any respect. 

6. Client Responsibilities. CLIENT agrees to cooperate with ATTORNEY'S
reasonable requests during ATTORNEY'S representation of CLIENT, to respond promptly to 
inquiries by ATTORNEY, to assist in preparation of the case, including, but not limited to, in 
responding to discovery requests, to notify ATTORNEY promptly upon CLIENT'S change of 
address and/or phone number, to keep ATTORNEY apprised of CLIENT'S contact information, 
and to pay all bills when due. 

7. Termination.

(a) Termination by CLIENT. CLIENT may terminate this Agreement at any
time and with or without cause by giving ATTORNEY written notice, which shall be effective 
immediately, unless stated otherwise in such notice. From the date of tender or receipt of the 
notice of termination, ATTORNEY shall limit the provision of services to those services 
specifically requested by CLIENT to complete the work then underway and/or services required 
to effect the withdrawal of or substitution for ATTORNEY as counsel, provided that 
ATTORNEY has received adequate assurance that all fees and expenses shall be paid by 
CLIENT in full upon termination. 
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(b) Termination by ATTORNEY. ATTORNEY may terminate this
Agreement, with CLIENT'S consent or for good cause. Good cause includes, but is not limited 
to, CLIENT'S breach of this Agreement, refusal to cooperate or to follow ATTORNEY'S advice 
on a material matter or any fact or circumstance that would render ATTORNEY'S continuing 
representation unlawful or unethical. Written notice of termination for good cause will be 
mailed to CLIENT at the address set forth below, at least five (5) business days prior to the 
desired termination date. 

(c) Reimbursement on Termination. CLIENT shall reimburse ATTORNEY
for fees and expenses arising out of any application for permission to withdraw or substitute out 
as counsel in any matter in which ATTORNEY is then appearing as counsel for CLIENT. If 
permission to withdraw or substitute out is denied, CLIENT shall continue to compensate 
ATTORNEY for fees and expenses as set forth herein. 

(d) Payment of Pees on Termination. CLIENT shall pay for all fees e·amed
and expenses incurred by ATTORNEY pursuant to this Agreement prior to and following the 
date of termination. 

8. Notices. Any notice or other communication to either party hereto shall be
personally delivered to the party or sent by first class, registered, or certified mail with postage 
fully prepaid, and addressed to CLIENT or to ATTORNEY at their respective addresses, set 
forth below, or to such other address as either party may from time to time designate by written 
notice to the other given in accordance with this paragraph. 

9. Email Communications. ATTORNEY does not encrypt email and other
electronic media communications to its clients except as required by federal and state law and 
regulation. By signing this Agreement, CLIENT acknowledges that ATTORNEY does not, 
unless as noted above, encrypt such communications and waives any right to encrypted 
communications. 

10. Waiver. No waiver of any of the provisions of this Agreement shall be effective
unless such waiver is in writing and signed by the party or parties to be bound. No notice to or 
demand on either party shall entitle it to any other or further notice or demand in similar or other 
circumstances. 

11. Amendments and Integration. The parties agree that all changes or modifications
hereto shall be in writing and signed by both parties. This Agreement constitutes the entire 
agreement between the parties. If at any time CLIENT makes requests for services outside the 
scope set forth in Section 1, and in the absence of any other written agreement applying to such 
additional services, the provisions of this Agreement, including without limitation, the fee 
schedule attached as Exhibit A, as modified from time to time, shall apply thereto. 

12. Retention of Documents. In the course of ATTORNEY'S representation of
CLIENT, ATTORNEY is likely to come into possession of various documents and materials 
which California law recognizes are CLIENT'S papers and property. Such papers and property 
may include correspondence, pleadings, deposition transcripts, exhibits, physical evidence, 
expert's reports, and other items reasonably necessary to the representation. Upon the 
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tennination or conclusion of ATTORNEY'S representation with respect to the matter to which 
such CLIENT papers and property relate, upon the written request of CLIENT, ATTORNEY 
shall promptly turn over to CLIENT or to another counsel identified by CLIENT such papers and 
property. In the event of any such termination or conclusion, ATTORNEY shall be entitled to 
retain a copy of any records or files relating to such matter. If CLIENT does not make such a 
request within six (6) months after the conclusion of the matter to which such papers and 
property relate, then ATTORNEY may destroy or discard such papers and property according to 
ATTORNEY'S normal document retention procedure. 

13. Choice of Law. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in
accordance with the laws of the State of California, without giving effect to California's choice 
of law rules. 

14. Arbitration. We look forward to a mutually enjoyable relationship with you.
However, lawyers must provide for the unanticipated. Therefore: 

(a) Any controversy between the parties regarding the construction,
application or performance of any services under this Agreement, and any claim arising out of or 
relating to this Agreement, its breach, including but not limited to a claim of legal malpractice, or 
breach of fiduciary duty, shall be submitted to binding arbitration upon the written request of one 
party after the service of that request on the other party. The parties shall appoint one (1) person 
to hear and determine a dispute. The arbitration shall be administered by JAMS pursuant to its 
Comprehensive Arbitration Rules and Procedures. The cost of the arbitration, excluding legal 
fees and costs, shall be born by the losing party or in such proportion as the arbitrator shall 
decide. The parties shall bear their own legal fees and costs. The sole and exclusive venue for 
the arbitration shall be Sacramento County, California. 

(b) Notwithstanding subparagraph (a), in any dispute solely related to
attorneys' fees, charges, costs or expenses, CLIENT has a right to elect arbitration pursuant to 
the fee arbitration provisions of the State Bar of California, as set forth in California Business 
and Professions Code section 6200 et seq. Those procedures permit a trial after arbitration, 
unless the parties agree in writing, after the dispute has arisen, to be bound by the arbitration 
award. However, if CLIENT elects non-binding arbitration pursuant to the fee arbitrations of the 
State Bar of California and either CLIENT or ATTORNEY rejects the arbitrator's award, the 
dispute over fees, charges, costs or expenses shall be resolved by binding arbitration as provided 
in paragraph (a) above. If, after receiving a notice of CLIENT'S right to arbitrate, CLIENT does 
not elect to proceed under the State Bar arbitration procedures and file a request for fee 
arbitration within thirty (30) days, any dispute solely over fees, charges, costs or expenses shall 
be resolved by binding arbitration as provided in paragraph (a) above. The sole and exclusive 
venue for the arbitration shall be Sacramento County, California. 

( c) Any pleadings, papers or other documents relating to the subject matter of
this paragraph, including, but not limited to, initiation of any arbitration proceedings or 
confirmation of an arbitration award, may be served, in lieu of personal delivery, by deposit in 
the United States mail, or by deposit in a business facility used for collection and processing of 
correspondence for mailing with the United States Postal Service, pursuant to Code of Civil 
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