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2. Notice Documents

a. Cover letter for Notice of Violation and Proposed Administrative Civil Penalty and Notice
to Abate Nuisance

b. Notice of Violation and Proposed Administrative Civil Penalty
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d. Proof of Service for Notice of Violation and Proposed Administrative Civil Penalty and

Notice to Abate Nuisance
3. Warning Letter
4. Notice of Administrative Civil Penalty Assessment with Proof of Service



County of Humboldt Code Enforcement Unit 
Inspection Notes 

 
Inspector: Branden Howton Date: August 19, 2020 

 
PROPERTY DETAILS 
Type of Inspection: Search Warrant Main Agency:  HCSO 
Property Name(s):  
Jose Amezcua 
8241 Lovers Lane 
Hollister, CA 95023 

APN(s): 531-074-005-000 

Situs Address/Area:  
Iron Gate Road 
Hoopa, CA 95546 

Zoning: TPZ 

Ownership History; Purchased: 
 April 12, 2019 

Grant Deed: 2019-06448 

 
Planning & Building Records 
Permits:  
None 

Applicant:  
 

Special Notes:  CEU Case: 
CE20-0684 

 
INSPECTION DETAILS 
Meet up: Martins Ferry Bridge Time:  0700 
Other Agencies: CDFW, CDFA, County Hazmat, DOJ, National Guard 

Directions: St Hwy 101 to St Hwy 299 to St Hwy 96 to St Hwy 169 to Iron Gate Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMARY: 531-074-005-000 Jose Amezcua 
In support of Law Enforcement Operations on August 19, 2020, at approximately 14:00, I 
accompanied the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office on a Search Warrant for parcel number 
531-074-005-000, located at Iron Gate Road in Hoopa, CA.  Other agencies on scene were the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, California Department Food and Agriculture, 
Department of Justice, National Guard, and County Hazmat.  Once the area was secured for 
entry, I entered the property and conducted a site inspection on behalf of Humboldt County 
Code Enforcement where I verified and documented the violations of Unpermitted Cannabis 
Cultivation, Improper Storage and Removal of Solid Waste, Unpermitted Structures, and 
Unpermitted Grading. 
 
I located the cannabis cultivation operation in the Southeast area of the parcel on a large 
graded flat (Graded Flat 1).  Graded flat 1 measured 19,500 ft2 in size and located in an area 
rated as having a moderate geo instability.  The graded area was also had listed 0 - 15% slope 
and was found to have structures five (5) placed upon it.  Any grading occurring in an area of 
moderate to high geo instability, on a slope greater than 15%, has buildings placed or intends 
on having buildings placed upon it, or moves greater than 50 cubic yards of earth requires a 
grading permit per Humboldt County Code 331-14.  Therefore, Graded Flat 1 is a violation of 
unpermitted grading. 
 
On Graded Flat 1 I noted four (4) erected greenhouse structures and one (1) demolished 
greenhouse structure, as well as, multiple piles of solid waste spread around the flat.   
 
Greenhouse 1 was is located on the Northwest corner of Graded Flat 1, covered 1,800 ft2, 
was constructed from PVC conduit pipes, and used wood bracing for structural support.  I 
noted water lines within the structure and cannabis plants set within round pots located 
throughout.  The cannabis plants were in a vegetative state and stood 18” – 24” inches in 
height. 
 
Greenhouse 2 is immediately South of Greenhouse 1 and also measured 1,800 ft2 in size and 
was constructed of PVC with wood bracing.  The vegetative cannabis plants found within 
stood 3’ – 4’ feet in height and were growing in soft pots.  Orange line was set up throughout 
Greenhouse 2 to help support the cannabis plants.  I also located water lines running to the 
cannabis plants and throughout the greenhouse. 
 
Greenhouses 3 and 4 run Northeast to Southwest and are laid out perpendicular to 
Greenhouses 1 and 2 along the Eastern edge of Graded Flat 1.  Greenhouse 3 measured 
approximately 1,800 ft2 in area and was constructed of PVC with wood bracing.  The 
vegetative cannabis plants located within Greenhouse 3 stood 5’ – 5½’ feet in height and also 
used orange line to support the plants.   Once again, I noted water lines running to the plants 
and throughout the structure and the cannabis plants were placed in pots. 
 



Greenhouse 4 is located East of Greenhouse 3, measures 1,200 ft2 in area, was constructed of 
PVC braced with wood, contained 18” – 24” inch potted cannabis plants in a vegetative state, 
and had water lines running to the plants and throughout the structure. 
 
It appeared another greenhouse (Greenhouse 5) was located in the open area of Graded Flat 
1, bordered by Greenhouse 2 on the North and Greenhouse 3 on the East, but was no longer 
there.  Greenhouse 5 was removed, effectively eradicating the flowering cannabis plants, 
before my arrival to Graded Flat 1.  I was able to find evidence of the flowering cannabis 
plants, roughly 4’ – 5’ feet in height, on site.  I went to the pile of tilled cannabis and obtained 
a few specimens (4) for inspection.  I measured the cannabis plants from the cut end to the 
top of the plant and readily identified their growth stage. 
 
I then headed to the second cannabis cultivation site (Graded Flat 2) located East of Graded 
Flat 1, on the North side of the access road.  This flat was occupied by three (3) greenhouse 
structures.  Graded Flat 2 measures 7,400 ft2 in size, is found in an area of moderate geo 
instability, and has a listed slope rating of 15 - 30%.  Throughout this area, I also noted many 
6’ – 7’ foot diameter pits with 3 – 5 growing cannabis plants each.  One (1) raised bed was 
also located on Graded Flat 2 with cannabis plants of the same state and size of the plants 
found in the pits.  There were water lines running over much of the flat.  The cannabis plants 
found in the pits and raised bed were all vegetative in state and stood roughly 12” – 18” 
inches in height.   
 
Greenhouse 6 and 7 each measured 1,000 ft2 in area and were located on the North side of 
Graded Flat 2, running Northeast to Southwest.  They contained 3’ – 4’ foot tall vegetative 
cannabis plants and used orange line to assist in support.  Like the other greenhouse 
structures located on this parcel, I located waterlines running throughout Greenhouse 6 and 
7, and the cannabis plants were found to be placed in pots. 
 
Greenhouse 8 measured 240 ft2 in size and appeared to be a converted carport.  It was 
located on the Southeast corner of Graded Flat 2, was empty and void of cannabis; however, 
the tarp used as covering appeared to in good condition suggesting it had been used recently. 
 
At time of inspection, any structure measuring over 120 ft2 is required to have a permit.  
Since all greenhouses located on parcel were over the 120 ft2 maximum, a violation of 
building code (unpermitted building) is warranted for each. 
 
On the South side of the road I located a small graded area (Graded Flat 3) with a wooden 
shed measuring 48 ft2 placed directly on the ground.  Graded Flat 3 measures 1,400 ft2 in size, 
is found in an area of moderate geo instability, and has a listed slope rating of 15 - 30%.  
Throughout this entire area I located multiple piles of solid waste, including many containers 
filled with nutrients and other mixtures, typically found on cannabis cultivation sites used to 
promote plant growth.  I also located a trashcan filled with a large amount of orange line, 
visually like the line found in many of the greenhouse structures located on this parcel 
supporting the cannabis plants. 



 

Locations of Interest: 531-074-005-000 Jose Amezcua 
Lat. Long. Description Violation 

41.22486 -123.73839 Graded Flat 1; 19,500 ft2; moderate geo instability; 0 - 
15% slope. 
Structures 
Solid Waste. 

314-55.4 
331-14 
521-4 

41.22497 -123.73832 Greenhouse 1; 1,800 ft2; PVC with wood bracing; 
plumbing; 
Cannabis; vegetative, 18” – 24” inches in height, in 
pots 

314-55.4 
331-28 

41.22494 -123.73836 Greenhouse 2; 1,800 ft2; PVC with wood bracing; 
plumbing; 
Cannabis; vegetative, 3’ – 4’ feet in height, in pots. 

314-55.4 
331-28 

41.22475 -123.73821 Greenhouse 3; 1,800 ft2; PVC with wood bracing; 
plumbing; 
Cannabis; vegetative, 5’ – 5½’ feet in height, in pots. 

314-55.4 
331-28 

41.22472 -123.73814 Greenhouse 4; 1,200 ft2; PVC with wood bracing; 
plumbing; 
Cannabis; vegetative, 18” – 24” inches in height, in 
pots. 

314-55.4 
331-28 

41.224848 -123.73839 Greenhouse 5; DEMOLISHED; PVC with wood bracing; 
plumbing; 
Cannabis; vegetative, 4’ in height, 

314-55.4 

41.22503 -123.73714 Graded Flat 2; 7,400 ft2; moderate geo instability; 15 - 
30% slope. 
Structures 
Solid Waste. 

314-55.4 
331-14 
521-4 

41.22505 -123.73713 Greenhouse 6; 1,000 ft2; PVC with wood bracing; 
plumbing; 
Cannabis; vegetative, 3’ – 4’ feet in height, 

314-55.4 
331-28 

41.22509 -123.73721 Greenhouse 7; 1,000 ft2; PVC with wood bracing; 
plumbing; 
Cannabis; vegetative, 3’ – 4’ feet in height, 

314-55.4 
331-28 

41.22496 -123.73698 Greenhouse 8; 240 ft2; metal carport. 
Cannabis; None 

331-28 

41.22483 -123.73715 Graded Flat 3; 1,400 ft2; moderate geo instability; 15 - 
30% slope. 
Structures 
Solid Waste. 

314-55.4 
331-14 
521-4 

41.22486 -123.73722 Shed; wooden; 48 ft2.  
    



 

VIOLATIONS FOR PARCEL: 531-074-005-000 Jose Amezcua 
Section Nature Count 
331-14 Grading Without Permits 28,300 ft2 

331-28 Const. of Building/Structure in Violation of Building, Plumbing and/or 
Electrical Codes 

8 

314-55.4 Violation of the Commercial Cannabis Land Use Ordinance 8,600 ft2 

521-4 Improper Storage and Removal of Solid Waste 3 
 
NOTES: 531-074-005-000 Jose Amezcua 
Number of Plants:             4,107 cannabis plants eradicated 
Processed:                           48 pounds   
People on Site: 
 
    None 
 
 
 
 
Other Notes: 
 
   Processed cannabis found at another location on Brannon Mountain Road appeared to 
come from this location.  Possible property owner (Jose Amezcua) is also the new property 
owner of other location. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CODE ENFORCEMENT UNIT

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
3015 H STREET

EUREKA, CALIFORNIA 95501

PHONE: (707) 476-2429   FAX: (707) 268-3792

 
         September 30, 2020 

Jose Amezcua 

8241 Lovers Ln 

Hollister, CA 95023 

 

 Re:  Service of a Notice to Abate Nuisance & Notice of Violation and Proposed Administrative Civil 

Penalty; Jose Amezcua; APN(s): 531-074-005-000 

 

To Jose Amezcua:         
 

The Code Enforcement Unit recently inspected your above described property and observed violations of County 

Code.  We are serving you with the attached Notice to Abate Nuisance & Notice of Violation and Proposed 

Administrative Civil Penalty for the following violations:   

  

314-55.4.3: Violation of the Commercial Cannabis Land Use Ordinance 

331-28; 

314-55.4.3: 

Construction of Building/Structure in Violation of Building, Plumbing and/or Electrical Codes; 

 

Facilities/Activities in Violation of the Commercial Cannabis Land Use Ordinance 

331-14; 

314-55.4.3: 

Grading without Permits; 

 

Facilities/Activities in Violation of the Commercial Cannabis Land Use Ordinance 

314-61.1; 

314-55.4.3: 

Development within a Streamside Management Area; 

 

Facilities/Activities in Violation of the Commercial Cannabis Land Use Ordinance 

521-4: Improper Storage and Removal of Solid Waste 

 

The Notices state the enforcement actions that can be taken to bring the property into compliance with Humboldt 

County Codes. Please also note that the attached Notice of Violation and Proposed Administrative Civil Penalty 

states that the County propose an administrative civil penalty in the amount of $41,000 per day for a period of ninety 

days.  The administrative civil penalty will begin to accumulate ten days after the Notice is served.  The Notices list 

options that may be taken by you and/or the property owner in response to these Notices. If you are willing to bring 

the property into compliance with Humboldt County Codes but believe more than 10 days will be required to 

complete the work, the County of Humboldt may be willing to enter into a Compliance Agreement with the property 

owner and set an extended time frame to complete the corrective actions. 

 

To discuss these documents and the required actions available to you, please feel free to call me at #707-441-2636 

or email Code Enforcement Liaison Officer Warren Black at WBlack2@co.humboldt.ca.us. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Branden Howton 

Code Compliance Officer, Code Enforcement Unit 

 

Enclosures: 

Notice to Abate Nuisance 

Notice of Violation and Proposed Administrative Civil Penalty 

mailto:WBlack2@co.humboldt.ca.us.


























PROOF OF SERVICE 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  )  
      ) ss. 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT  ) 
 
 I, Daniela Parada, say: 
 
 I am a citizen of the United States, over 18 years of age, a resident of the County of Humboldt, State of 
California, and not a party to the within action; that my business address is Planning and Building Department, 3015 H 
Street, Eureka, California; that on September 30, 2020 I served a true copy  
 

Notice to Abate Nuisance & Notice of Violation and Proposed Administrative Civil Penalty 
 
    XXX  by placing a true copy of the aforementioned document in a sealed envelope individually addressed to each of the 
parties and caused each such envelope to be deposited with the U.S. Postal Service and/or picked up by an authorized 
representative, on that same day with fees fully prepaid at Eureka, California, in the ordinary course of business as set 
forth below: (First Class and Cert.) 

Jose Amezcua 
8241 Lovers Ln 

Hollister, CA 95023 
       by personally hand delivering a true copy thereof to the occupant at the premises located at: 
 
       by personally posting a true copy thereof on the premises located at: 
 
  by placing a true copy thereof in the designated place at Court Operations to the attorney/parties named below: 
 
  by placing a true copy in the County’s Mailroom designated to the attorney named below: 
 
 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 
 Executed on this 30th day of September, 2020, in the City of Eureka, County of Humboldt, State of California. 
 
 

                                                                                       ______                                     
                                                                                      Daniela Parada, Code Enforcement Legal Office Assistant   



PROOF OF SERVICE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )  
      ) ss. 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT  ) 
 
 I, Branden Howton, say: 
 
 I am a citizen of the United States, over 18 years of age, a resident of the County of Humboldt, 
State of California, and not a party to the within action; that my business address is Humboldt County 
Planning and Building Department; 3015 H St., Eureka, California; that on September 30, 2020, I served a 
true copy of NOTICE OF VIOLATION AND PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL PENALTIES & NOTICE TO 
ABATE NUISANCE. 
 
  by placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope and depositing the envelope at my 
place of business for same-day collection and mailing with the United States mail, following our ordinary 
business practices with which I am readily familiar, addressed as set forth below: 
 
  by personally hand delivering a true copy thereof to the occupant who resides at the premises 
located at: 
 
XXX  by personally posting a true copy thereof on gate allowing access to property:  
 
Iron Gate Road 
APN: 531-074-005-000; GPS 41.23373, -123.76797 
 
  by placing a true copy thereof in the designated place at Court Operations to the 
attorney/parties named below: 
 
  by placing a true copy in the County’s Mailroom designated to the attorney named below: 
 
  by fax as set forth below: 
 
  by electronic service as set forth below: 
 
 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on this 5th day of July 2019, in the City of Eureka, County of Humboldt, State of 
California.        

        
 
              
       Branden Howton, Code Compliance Officer 
 
 
 
 
 













  

C O U N T Y  O F  H U M B O L D T  

P L A N N I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  
C O D E  E N F O R C E M E N T  

 
3015 H Street  • Eureka CA 95501    

Phone: (707) 476-2429  •  Fax: (707) 268-3792 

 

 

OVER 90 DAYS UNRESOLVED WARNING: 
NOTICE TO ABATE NUISANCE AND NOTICE OF VIOLATION 

October 01, 2021 
 
Jose M C Amezcua 
8241 Lovers Ln 
Hollister, CA 95023 
 
Case Number: CE20-0684 
APN: 531-074-005-000 
 
To Jose M C Amezcua: 
 
On September 30, 2020, the Code Enforcement Unit served you with a Notice to Abate 
Nuisance and a Notice of Violation and Proposed Administrative Civil Penalty (“Notice 
of Violation”) pertaining to the violations that had occurred and/or exist on the property 
described as Assessor’s Parcel Number 531-074-005-000 (“Subject Property”).  These 
Notices notified you that a daily administrative civil penalty in the amount of $31,000.00 
would be imposed for a period of up to ninety (90) days if the required corrective 
action(s) were not completed within ten (10) calendar days after service. 
 
This letter is to inform you that more than ninety (90) days have passed since the 
ten (10) day period to abate the nuisance(s) and correct the violation(s) has 
expired. To date, our department has not received sufficient evidence of timely 
abatement in order to close the case and release the Notices nor has a compliance 
agreement been entered into between yourself and the County of Humboldt to stay 
enforcement and collection of the above-referenced daily administrative civil penalty in 
exchange for your promise to settle and resolve the violations within agreed to 
timelines. 
 
As a result, the daily administrative civil penalty in the amount of $31,000.00 has 
accrued for a maximum of ninety (90) days.  At this time, the Code Enforcement Unit 
has jurisdiction to collect the total amount of accrued daily administrative civil penalty 
and could proceed to formally assess the administrative civil penalty and initiate the 
process of recording a lien on the property for the assessed penalty. 
 
Please contact Code Enforcement staff within ten (10) days of receiving this letter 
to discuss outstanding Notices and the options available to you to bring the 
property into compliance and to settle and resolve case. 
 



 

 

2 

 

To contact Code Enforcement, call the Code Enforcement Line at (707) 476-2429 or e-
mail Code Compliance Officer, Warren Black, at WBlack2@co.humboldt.ca.us. Thank 
you for your cooperation.  
 
 

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT: 
 

 

 

By:    Date: October 01, 2021 
       Code Enforcement Investigator, Brian Bowes 
       Humboldt County Planning and Building Department 
 

 
 

mailto:WBlack2@co.humboldt.ca.us














PROOF OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )  
      ) ss. 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT  ) 
 
 I, Annette Van Elzen, say: 
 
 I am a citizen of the United States, over 18 years of age, a resident of the County of Humboldt, 
State of California, and not a party to the within action; that my business address is County of Humboldt 
Planning & Building Dept.; 3015 H Street, Eureka, California; that on April 26, 2022, I served a true copy 
of NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL PENALTY ASSESSMENT. 
 
   XXX  by placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope and depositing the envelope at my 
place of business for same-day collection and mailing with the United States mail, following our ordinary 
business practices with which I am readily familiar, addressed as set forth below: 
 

Jose M C Amezcua 
8241 Lovers Ln 

Hollister, CA 95023 
 
  by personally hand delivering a true copy thereof to the occupant who resides at the premises 
located at: 
 
  by personally posting a true copy thereof on a gate allowing access to property:  
 
  by placing a true copy thereof in the designated place at Court Operations to the 
attorney/parties named below: 
 
  by placing a true copy in the County’s Mailroom designated to the attorney named below: 
 
  by fax as set forth below: 
 
  by electronic service as set forth below: 
 
 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 Executed on this 26th day of April, 2022, in the City of Eureka, County of Humboldt, State of 
California.        
                              

                                                                                                           Annette Van Elzen - Legal Office Assistant  



PROOF OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA    )  
      ) ss. 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT  ) 
 
 I, Branden Howton, say: 
 
 I am a citizen of the United States, over 18 years of age, a resident of the County of Humboldt, 
State of California, and not a party to the within action; that my business address is County of Humboldt 
Planning & Building Dept.; 3015 H Street, Eureka, California; that on Arpil 22, 2022, I served a true copy 
of NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL PENALTY ASSESSMENT. 
 
  by placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope and depositing the envelope at my 
place of business for same-day collection and mailing with the United States mail, following our ordinary 
business practices with which I am readily familiar, addressed as set forth below: 
 
  by personally hand delivering a true copy thereof to the occupant who resides at the premises 
located at: 
 
X  by personally posting a true copy thereof on a gate allowing access to property: 
APN: 531-074-005-000; GPS 41.23376, -123.71551  
 
  by placing a true copy thereof in the designated place at Court Operations to the 
attorney/parties named below: 
 
  by placing a true copy in the County’s Mailroom designated to the attorney named below: 
 
  by fax as set forth below: 
 
  by electronic service as set forth below: 
 
 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 Executed on this 23rd day of April 2022, in the City of Eureka, County of Humboldt, State of 
California.        
              

               Branden Howton, Code Compliance Officer 
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