
From: Bonnie Burgess <bonniekburgess@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 11, 2021 1:25 PM
To: County Administrative Office <cao@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Redistricting Advisory Committee: Community of Interest worksheet

Dear Redistricting Advisory Committee,

I tried to fill out your "Document Your Community Interest" worksheet form on line and found it impossible to use. 
Using the "fill" function on the PDF only allows a small amount of text to be seen and it does not wrap. Please use 
the following as a replacement. I have included everything that is on the form below, with questions in italics. I also 
attached the questions/comments as a Word document to this email and dropped off a hard copy of my comments at 
the County Administrative Office, 825 5th St., Room 112, Eureka. I hope you will consider my comments, even 
though they are not on your PDF form. My apologies.

*Document Your Community of Interest*

/1. What are the common interests in your community? Describe how they are important:/

As a homeowner on Eureka’s westside I find common interest with residents here because of our proximity to 
downtown, walkability, use of Jefferson Community Center, and ease of access to post office, Broadway commerce 
and schools.

**/2. Explain the geographical location of your community of interest.
What are the physical boundaries?/

Eureka’s west side is our geographic location. Combining this area with Arcata as a district makes absolutely no 
sense. There is NO geographical community between those two areas.

**/3. What is the rationale for your community of interest to be used in the Board of Supervisor redistricting 
process? Please describe how the issues before the Board of Supervisors has an impact on your community./

The only commonality between west Eureka and Arcata is the large population of renters. The renters in west Eureka 
are mostly poor, and in Arcata they are college students. They have nothing in common.

West Eureka is a very diverse, multi-cultural community, and includes virtually all of Eureka’s Hispanic and Hmong 
populations. To combine our community with Arcata’s, with its large population of college students, and college-
educated residents, would make it difficult for issues affecting one or the other population to be resolved in a 
beneficial way for both.


Document Your Community of Interest

1. What are the common interests in your community? Describe how they are important:



As a homeowner on Eureka’s westside I find common interest with residents here because of our proximity to downtown, walkability, use of Jefferson Community Center, and ease of access to post office, Broadway commerce and schools.



2. Explain the geographical location of your community of interest. What are the physical boundaries?



Eureka’s west side is our geographic location. Combining this area with Arcata as a district makes absolutely no sense. There is NO geographical community between those two areas.



3. What is the rationale for your community of interest to be used in the Board of Supervisor redistricting process? Please describe how the issues before the Board of Supervisors has an impact on your community.



The only commonality between west Eureka and Arcata is the large population of renters. The renters in west Eureka are mostly poor, and in Arcata they are college students. They have nothing in common. 

West Eureka is a very diverse, multi-cultural community, and includes virtually all of Eureka’s Hispanic and Hmong populations. To combine our community with Arcata’s, with its large population of college students, and college-educated residents,  would make it difficult for issues affecting one or the other population to be resolved in a beneficial way for both.



4. What else would you like to tell us about your community?



The populations in west Eureka and in Arcata are much too different and are geographically distant. 





Bonnie Burgess

1103 B Street

Eureka CA 95501 

bonniekburgess@gmail.com

District 4



**/4. What else would you like to tell us about your community?/

The populations in west Eureka and in Arcata are much too different and are geographically distant.

Bonnie Burgess, District 4    bonniekburgess@gmail.com
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As a homeowner on Eureka’s westside I find common interest with residents here 

because of our proximity to downtown, walkability, use of Jefferson Community 
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2. Explain the geographical location of your community of interest. What are the 

physical boundaries? 

 

Eureka’s west side is our geographic location. Combining this area with Arcata as 

a district makes absolutely no sense. There is NO geographical community 

between those two areas. 

 

3. What is the rationale for your community of interest to be used in the Board of 

Supervisor redistricting process? Please describe how the issues before the Board 

of Supervisors has an impact on your community. 

 

The only commonality between west Eureka and Arcata is the large population of 

renters. The renters in west Eureka are mostly poor, and in Arcata they are college 

students. They have nothing in common.  

West Eureka is a very diverse, multi-cultural community, and includes virtually all 

of Eureka’s Hispanic and Hmong populations. To combine our community with 

Arcata’s, with its large population of college students, and college-educated 

residents,  would make it difficult for issues affecting one or the other population 

to be resolved in a beneficial way for both. 

 

4. What else would you like to tell us about your community? 

 

The populations in west Eureka and in Arcata are much too different and are 

geographically distant.  

 

 

Bonnie Burgess 

1103 B Street 

Eureka CA 95501  

bonniekburgess@gmail.com 

District 4 
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From: Coldwell Banker Six Rivers Real Estate <office@6rivers.com>
Sent: Friday, October 1, 2021 4:33 PM
To: County Administrative Office <cao@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: DISTRICTING COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE

It would be a great benefit to the Lumbar Hills area to be added to the 3rd District.

Our community interests  are much more in line with Eureka than any other area.

Bailey Sanderson

Office Manager

Coldwell Bank Six Rivers Real Estate

707-725-9376







From: Robin Praszker <rmp459@humboldt.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, October 5, 2021 10:28 PM
To: County Administrative Office <cao@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Redistricting information - pop changes in each district

Hello,

I have just learned of the redistricting process so I have not attended any of the meetings yet. I am hopeful since this 
process has been active for a few months now that you might have the data available for the change in population for 
each existing district. My apologies if this was already shared at a public meeting but I would love to be able to learn 
more. I did find the census data for population change for each census tract but I am unable to deduce how this 
translates to our existing district lines.

Thanks

Robin P.

Sent from my iPhone



Dear RAC Commissioners,

Please accept these comments on communities of interest as they related to redistricting. I live
in Eureka's Westside neighborhood, which some have proposed to be cleaved off and added to
Arcata.  I am opposed to the Eur-Cata proposed district as this would break up the Eureka COI
and it would present practical difficulties in establishing new precincts. 

Communities of Interest

It is difficult to conceive of a more definite community of interest than those found within a
political boundary. As a Eurekan, I share more in common with other Eurekans than I do with
residents in Samoa/Manilla or Arcata. Eurekans are governed by the same city code, share
educational ties (Go Loggers!), share the same community leaders in our city council, and
have economic and social ties that bind us to the rest of the city. All this is clear as we identify
under the same autonym, Eurekans. (We also clearly distinguish ourselves from our rivals,
those dastardly Arcatans!) While a Eur-Cata district is certainly intellectually interesting, it
fails to recognize the true COI that the RAC is charged with protecting. Therefore, I urge you
to maintain the jurisdictional bounds of Eureka within a single district.

Practical Difficulties with a Eur-Cata District

I also write to highlight a practical difficulty in a Eur-Cata district. For many election cycles, I
have volunteered with the County Office of Elections. One frequent complaint is that their
neighbor on one side of the street will have in-person voting but they don't because they are in
different precincts. Precincts can't cross jurisdictional lines—that is, we can't have a precinct
cover areas in both Eureka and unincorporated county lands. Carving off the Westside area
would result in terribly small precincts that likely could not be serviced by in-person voting
and result in full vote by mail precincts in this area. As someone who has worked the polls, I
can tell you that this would result in voting chaos and upset.

Best,
Tom

-- 
Tom Wheeler
Executive Director and Staff Attorney
Environmental Protection Information Center 
145 G Street Suite A
Arcata, CA 95521
Office: (707) 822-7711 | Cell: (206) 356-8689 
tom@wildcalifornia.org

www.wildcalifornia.org
Pronouns: he/him/his

mailto:tom@wildcalifornia.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildcalifornia.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cnrubio-mills1%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7C00cb21013e8d454c5b7808d989b412e9%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637692228783239382%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xB2Qt7VvKl3dr%2BtMUwrlqu9eUuVgDNlYWcrpB9Lj07E%3D&reserved=0


"If EPIC had not undertaken its lonely efforts on behalf of the Marbled Murrelet, it is doubtful
that the species would have maintained its existence throughout its historical range in
California." - Judge L. Bechtle, Marbled Murrelet v. Pacific Lumber Co.













Humboldt County COI worksheet response 

As a resident of the City of Arcata, my current COI is the area within the city boundaries as well as the 

sphere of influence for the city, and I am in District 3 of Humboldt County.  Boundaries are artificial and 

arbitrary. If we have to have the county divided into districts, we might be better served if supervisors 

were required to rotate and serve each district for a specified amount of time. After viewing the COI 

power point slides, from my perspective the examples of what constitutes a COI perpetuates systemic 

racism and socioeconomic classes [read “Freedom to Discriminate” by Gene Slater].  

In 1992, I moved to Humboldt County and lived in the unincorporated area of Dow’s Prairie, 

McKinleyville; in 2006 I moved to Arcata where I could have more voice/representation with the at-large 

city council, where I could walk to work at HSU and all the businesses/services that I need, walk to and 

through the marsh and community forest and agricultural lands in the bottom, walk to Arcata Playhouse 

for musical/theatrical performances, walk to the plaza [a true town center because it was included/built 

before the automobile]. We came together as a community to remove the statue of former president 

McKinley from the plaza out of respect for Native American peoples in our community. At the whole 

county level, we came together to create a sanctuary county.  Issues of importance to me and many 

others are: inclusion, equity, diversity in all aspects, the responsibility to practice care and respect for 

our environment [built and natural] and all beings within it, the responsibility to practice democracy. 

The Board of Supervisors creates policies that affect all of the above issues. For example, mixed use 

zoning instead of separate single family, multiple family, commercial zoning, helps foster inclusion, job 

access equity [live close to work], diversity, and helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions driving drought, 

fires, flooding and sea level rise. 

Of the three draft plans provided for comment, Plan C appears to be the least troublesome, although I 

need more in-depth study of the trade-offs. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Diane Ryerson 

1659 I Street 

Arcata, CA 95521 




