


2022.  Additionally,  at the  start  of  the  meeting  when  Melanie  McCavour  recused  herself  it was  clear  that

she and  the  chair  had  spoken  previously  and  that  she  would  be making  herself  available  to answer

questions  from  the  Commission.  According  to  the  Brown  Act,  "the  Commission  may  establish  general

procedures  for  public  comment  such  as specifying  reasonable  time  limits  on particular  topics,  provided

those  measures  are  fair  to  the  members  of  the  public."  This  is a public  meeting  of  the  Humboldt  County



intended  to  speak,  as our  comments  were  submitted  in writing  to  the  Commission,  however  when  the

statement  was  made  and  repeated,  Michelle  Vassel  started  trying  to make  herself  known.  She  was

signed  in with  her  name,  title  and  Tribe  she  represented.  So even  though  it was  egregious  to  demand

Tribes  be there  in person  to  answer  questions,  it was  especially  demoralizing  to  see Planning

Commissioners  repeat  this  falsehood  that  the  Wiyot  Tribe  was  not  there.

Bongio  at the  meeting  said  he reached  out  to  Melanie  McCavour  to  ask  why  their  comments

were  not  submitted  by  the  deadline  prior  to  the  meeting.  While  Melanie  McCavour  did  recuse  herself

from  the  meeting  it was  clear  that  due  to  her  position  on the  Planning  Commission,  she  was  given

special  treatment  by the  Chair.  This  created  an appearance  of  discord  between  the  Tribes  whose  Tribal

Historic  Preservation  Officers  have  more  than  20-year  track  record  of  working  together  to  handle  these

very  sensitive  matters.  If you  question  this  special  treatment,  ask the  question,  "Did  the  Chair  of  the

Humboidt  County  Planning  Commission  ever  reach  out  to Erika  Cooper,  Tribal  Historic  Preservation

officer  for  Bear  River  Band  of  Rohnerville  Rancheria  for  more  than  8 years,  to  ask her  to  submit

comments  on behalf  of  the  Tribe  in advance  of  a meeting?"  Furthermore,  "has  any  Commissioner  of  the

Planning  Commission  ever  contacted  any  of  the  Tribal  Historic  Preservation  Officers  to  ask them  why

they  hadn't  or  if  they  would  submit  comments  on any  permit  on an upcoming  agenda  prior  to  one  of

their  own  commissioners  becoming  a Tribal  Historic  Preservation  Officer  while  seated  on the

Commission."

State  law  prohibits  public  officials  from  holding  multiple  offices  at the  same  time  that  subjecting

them  to  conflicting  loyalties.  California  Code,  Government  Code  - GOV  § 1126  states,

"(a) Except as provided in Sections 1128 and 1129, a local agency officer or employee shall not

engage in any employment, activity, or enterprise for compensation which is inconsistent,

incompatible, in r:r>nflict with, or inimical to his or her duties os o /OCO/ agency officer or employee
or with the duties, functions, or responsibilities of his or her appointing power or the agency by
which he or she is employed. The officer or employee shall not perform any work, service, or

counsel for  compensation outside of his or her local agency employment where any part  of his or
her efforts will be subject to approval by any other officer, employee, board, or commission of his
or  her  employing  body,  unless  otherwise  approved  in the  manner  prescribed  by  subdivision  (b)."

The  combination  of  Melanie  McCavour's  employment  with  the  Bear  River  Band  of  Rohnerville  and

her  status  as a Humboldt  County  Planning  Commissioner  caused  Chair  Bongio  and  County  staff  to accord

her  special  privileges  which  were  exploited  during  the  meeting  held  August  18,  2022  regarding  permit-

record#  PLN-17762.  This  special  Treatment  was  demonstrated  by allowing  Bear  River's  comments  in a

day  late.  Those  comments  were  included  in the  staff  report.  The  chair  reached  out  to  Melanie  McCavour

prior  to  the  meeting  and  asked  her  to speak  on behalf  of  Bear  River  Band  of  Rohnerville  Rancheria,  while

he did  not  reach  out  to  the  two  other  Tribes.  She was  sent  copies  of  the  comments  by the  other  Tribes  in

advanceofthemeeting.  BlueLakeRancheria,andtheWiyotTribereceivedBearRiverBandofRohnerville

Rancherias  comments  eight  days  after  the  meeting  on Friday  August  26, 2022  only  after  sending  a request

to  County  staff.  A citizen  present  presented  her  comments  in person  by bringing  15  copies  to  the  meeting

as per  the  protocols,  while  Bear  River  did not  bring  15  copies  of  their  comments  to the  meeting-more

evidence  of  special  treatment.  This  citizen  was  later  taunted  by the  Chair  for  her  comments,  and  accuse

of  starting  the  whole  thing  (referring  to  the  applicant  getting  caught  for  violating  his conditional  permit).



Furthermore,  Mr.  Bongio"s  conduct  at  the  meeting  violated  the  Board  of  Supervisors  Code  of

Conduct  'and  Ethics  as updated  on May  18,  2022,  Section  A that,  "public  officials  be independent,

impartial  and  fair  in their  judgement  and  actions."

Chair  Bongio  stated  Sometimes  the  word  fits,  and  there  may  be some  places  where  the  word

does  fit,"everyone  cartie  to  an agreement  and  using  the  word  someone  else  said  they  reneged,  Ihave

something else, Ihave a different  term for  it, you know whatever." Though he did not speak the word,
he implied  the  abhorred  term  "Indian  Giver"  and  it was  offensive.  Wikipedia  provides  a definition  as

follows:

"Indian giver is a pejorative expression used to describe a person who gives a "gift"  and later
wants it back or who expects something of equivalent worth in return for  the item. It is based on
cultural  misunderstandings  that  took  place  between  the  early  European  colonizers  and  the

indigenous people with whom they traded. Often, the Europeans viewed an exchange of items
as gifts and believed that they owed nothing in return to the indigenous people. On the other

hand the indigenous people sow the exchange os a form of trade or equai exchange and so they
had differing expectations of their guests."

Use this  term  is consideied  an insult  to many  Indigenous  people  and  is usually  spoken  with  the  intent  of

an insult.  He spoke  rather  lengthily  on the  fact  that  he had  been  following  this  permit  closely  with  the

. developer  showing  his bias  to  the  applicant.  There  were  numerous  personal  attacks  on the  Tribes  who

were  labeled  liars  which  were  said  to  have  made  a legal  contract  and  then  reneged.  Again,  this  shows

his blatant  disrespect  and  insensitivity  for  Tribal  Governments.  There  was  a general  consensus  of  the

overarching  themes  of  the  conditions  by Tribal  staff  and  consultants  who  attended  a meeting  however

the  detail  still  needed  to  be worked  out.  The  in-group  bias  Is evident  in the  process  when  you  examine

how  each  party  is treated.  Co'unty  staff  are  expected  to  attend  the  working  group  and  later  seek

approval  from  the  Planning  Commission,  the  applicants  lawyer  attended  the  meeting  working  group  is

expected  t6  seek  approval  from  his client.  The  County  acted  without  the  expectation  that  these  tribal

staff  aria consultants  would  need  approval  from  the  Sovereign  Nations  for  whom  they  represent.

Additionally,  while  tribal  staff  saw  this  a great  starting  point,  without  a confirmation  from  our

Tribal  Governments,  the  Planning  commission  agenda  and  the  Planning  department  was  surprised  when

Tribes  did  not  agree.  Chair  Bongio  then  publicly  declared  the  Tribes,  "Liars,"  and  said  to  have  "reneged"

on a legal  contract.  This  was  never  a legal  contract  Tribal  staff  do not-have  the  authority  to legally  bind

the  tribal  government  without  Council  Approval.  Commissioner  Peggy  O'Neil  stated  this  in the  meeting,

and  she was  correct.  Again,  this  type  of  unfair  treatment  of  one  government  by  another  is an act  of

discrimination  because  it is a tribal  government.

Per  the  Board  of  Supervisors  Code  of  Conduct  and  Ethics,  public  officials  elected  and  appointed

must"comply  with both the letter and spirit of the laws and policies affecting the operations of
Government,"  and  Chair"  Bongio  made  numerous  statements  sharing  his personal  distain  for  the  National

Historic  Preservation  act  of  1966,  The  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  of  1990,

AB 52 for  protecting  Tribal  Cultural  Resources  when  he exclaimed,

"Getting  back to the Il  points, they agreed on all eleven points except for  Bear River disagrees
with  the  Blue  Lake  Tribe  and  Wiyot  Tribe  that  weather  you  dig  up the  resources  or  whatever  they

are  bodies,  somewhere  Iheard  that  it  wos  just  a kitchen  area  or  something  they  thought  it  wos,






