
Joe Goeken, Ukiah, CA.
July 20, 2026

I am a 2nd generation Potter Valley graduate, 5th generation Mendocino co resident. I 
grew up along the East Fork Russian River, learning to fish and swim. My family and 
friends currently still live in Potter to this day. I am a father of three boys, husband 
and friend that still relies on the water the Russian and eel provide.
I am appalled at what seems like common sense to why the PVD/Scott Dam should be saved. 
It will cost a billion or more to take down the dam. For a quarter of that the dam could 
use maintenance, hydro could be restored and a fish ladder could be installed.
Please reconsider this brainless idea and at the very least consider Elsinore as a option 
to saving our community.

Sincerely,
Joe and Sarina Goekin
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